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Abstract 
Islamic Legal Solutions for the Problem of Crowdedness in Mina 

The National Transformation Plan (2020) aims at increasing the number of 

pilgrims. This strategic goal is linked to one of the goals of Vision (2030), 

namely "To enable pilgrims to perform their Hajj and Umrah rituals easily". To 

fulfill this goal, a suitable area for overnight staying should be provided in Mina 

during Tashreeq days. However, due to the steady increase in pilgrims' number in 

accordance with Vision (2030), it is expected that a large number of them will be 

left outside tents, spending overnights on roads and sidewalks, which is really 

difficult, especially for women and the elderly. It would also cause a lot of 

trouble and damage in events of fire or cases of emergency. Therefore, the 

following question is posed: in case pilgrims could not stay in Mina because of 

crowdedness caused by lack of space, or because of the unaffordable high cost of 

a suitable place, what are the suggested Islamic legal solutions taking in 

consideration the Shariah ultimate goals, and the opinions of the different 

jurisprudence schools?  

The main objective of this paper is to suggest Islamic solutions for the problem 

of crowdedness in Mina through discussing the relevant jurisprudence issues 

such as: 
- Spending Tashreeq overnights outside Mina (e.g.in Azizia) because of lack of space or lack of suitable 

accommodations. 

- Where tents of Muzdalifa are connected with those in Mina, are they entitled to the same jurisprudence 

ruling? 

- According to outstanding scholars in Jurisprudence, staying in Mina is obligatory only for most of the 

nights' time. At other day and night times, pilgrims can leave Mina. Therefore, it is suggested that large 

air conditioned halls should be installed in Mina to house pilgrims at night. 

- Using multiple floor buildings in Mina because air space takes the same jurisprudence ruling as its land.  

- Can pilgrims with legitimate excuses stay outside Mina just like those who provide pilgrims with water 

and food, and who were allowed by the Prophet, peace be upon him, not to stay in Mina at night? 

- At times of crowdedness, pilgrims' tents may be located geographically according to the school of 

jurisprudence that they follow. For example, the tents of pilgrims, who believe that spending Tashreeq 

overnights in Mina is not a must, can be located outside Mina. 

The methodology of the study is inductive in gathering all available and 

relevant information, and analytic in studying the sacred texts. 

The main finding or contribution is to provide decision makers with 

suggested Islamic legal solutions that enable pilgrims to perform their Hajj with 

ease and without any extra expenses or difficulties, in hope that such suggestions 

be put to implementation. 
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