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Terminology

LEXICAL ITEMS: unpredictable meanings

WORDS: Building blocks of sentences
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Morphemes

smallest identifiable parts of a word

identifiable from one word to another

contribute to the meaning of the word

Examples

helpful, cheerful, careful

attack, stack, tackle
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Morphemes

do not have to be of a particular length

catamaran, knickerbocker

tenths
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Morphemes

independent of phonological structure

Human speech reflects duality of patterning.
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Types of morphemes Bound vs. free morphemes

can stand alone - free

cannot stand alone - bound

Examples

help-ful-ness

read-able
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Types of morphemes Bound vs. free morphemes

Words which consist of bound morphemes only. e.g. edi-ble, audi-ence,

magn-ify

cranberry morphemes. e.g. cranberry, huckleberry, gormless
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Types of morphemes Roots vs. affixes

root: main contribution to the meaning (usually free). e.g. helpfulness

affixes: addition (always bound)

prefixes: before the root. e.g. enlarge

suffixes: after the root. e.g. perform ance

two (free) roots: compounds. e.g. bookcase

two bound roots (combining forms). e.g. electro lysis, micro scopy
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Allomorphs

Allomorphs: different pronunciations of a single morpheme. e.g. plural s

Factors influencing allomorphy:

phonology. e.g. -s, -z, and -iz

, but not only phonology ( lies vs. lice)

grammar or vocabulary. e.g. laughs,cliffs, vs. wives, knives
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