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ATTACHMENT 5. 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The National Commission for Academic Accreditation & Assessment
T6.  Course Specifications
(CS)
Course Specification

	Institution:
Umm Al-Qura University -    Date   - 1437 -  1438 H – 2nd semester

	College/Department :   University College – Al-Gunfudah 
 English Department


A Course Identification and General Information

	1.  Course title and code: Language testing - 2814484 – 2

	2.  Credit hours: 2 hours

	3.  Program(s) in which the course is offered. 

(If general elective available in many programs indicate this rather than list programs)

B. A. in English

	4.  Name of faculty member responsible for the course

Dr. Adam Ismail

	5.  Level/year at which this course is offered: level  7 -  4th   year

	6.  Pre-requisites for this course (if any)
Introduction to language 1 (2814260– 3)

	7.  Co-requisites for this course (if any)
None

	8.  Location if not on main campus
Main Campus



	9.  Mode of Instruction (mark all that apply)


 a.  traditional classroom                                  What percentage ? 


 b.  blended (traditional and online)                          What percentage?


     c.  e-learning                                                          What percentage?


     d.  correspondence                               What percentage?

     f.  counseling                                           What percentage?

Comments:




B  Objectives  

	1.  What is the main purpose for this course?
• To introduce students to the construction of tests in English as a foreign language.


	2.  Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the course that are being implemented.  (e.g. increased use of IT or web based reference material,  changes in content as a result of new research in the field)
1.  Increased use of IT or web-based reference material

2.  Use Web-CT for uploading material 

3.  Consistently change the list of readings.

4.  Use of www.wiki.com and www.moodle.com for collaborative writing

5.  Include e-books such as those from Gutenberg

6. Equipping the classrooms with audio and visual machines will allow the teachers to use a wide  variety of current research on IT and language learning.

7. Using online resources.

8. Using software packages.

9. Providing students with list of online courses and resources to increase their knowledge on the  topics of the syllabus. 




C.  Course Description (Note:  General description in the form used in Bulletin or 

handbook)

	Course Description:
This course introduce is an introduction to the construction of tests in English as a foreign language. It is primarily intended raise new prospective in testing for teachers of languages. After establishing an adequate theoretical background about language testing, students will be given the opportunity to construct their own tests.



	1 Topics to be Covered 



	List of  Topics

	No of

Weeks
	Contact hours

	- Orientation
	1st week
	3 credit hours

	-  Teaching and Testing

	2nd week
	3 credit hours

	-  Testing as Problem solving

	3rd week
	3 credit hours

	-  Kinds of test and testing

	4th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Kinds of test and testing

	5th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Validity

	6th week
	3 credit hours

	-    Validity

	7th week
	3 credit hours

	Mid-term test

	8th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Reliability

	9th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Stages of Test construction
	10th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Test techniques and testing overall ability
	11th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Testing writing
	12th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Revision
	13th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Final tests
	14th week
	3 credit hours

	-  Final tests
	15th week
	3 credit hours


	2.  Course components (total contact hours and credits per semester): 

Lecture

Tutorial

Laboratory

or Studio

Practical

Other:

Contact

Hours

24

6

6
Credit

24

6

6



	3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. 



	4. Course Learning Outcomes in NQF Domains of Learning and Alignment with Assessment Methods and Teaching Strategy

	On the table below are the five NQF Learning Domains, numbered in the left column. 

First, insert the suitable and measurable course learning outcomes required in the appropriate learning domains (see suggestions below the table). Second, insert supporting teaching strategies that fit and align with the assessment methods and intended learning outcomes. Third, insert appropriate assessment methods that accurately measure and evaluate the learning outcome. Each course learning outcomes, assessment method, and teaching strategy ought to reasonably fit and flow together as an integrated learning and teaching process. (Courses are not required to include learning outcomes from each domain.


	Code

#
	NQF Learning Domains

 And Course Learning Outcomes
	Course Teaching

Strategies
	Course Assessment

Methods

	1.0
	Knowledge

	1.1
	 Introducing students to the intellectual and social issues relevant to the understanding           

of language testing 
	Lectures a and group work
	Exercises, presentations, Quizzes and tests

	1.2
	introducing  students to a range of theoretical and critical approaches in relation to language testing and language tests construction
	Lectures and group work
	Exercises, presentations, Quizzes and tests

	2.0
	Cognitive Skills

	2.1
	- Ability to analyze English language tests and apply test construction techniques

	Lectures a and group work
	Exercises, presentations, Quizzes and tests

	2.2
	- Ability to think critically about different language testing issues 
	Lectures a and group work
	Exercises, presentations Quizzes and tests

	3.0

	Interpersonal Skills & Responsibility

	3.1
	- Students can participate in the classroom and think critically.
	Classroom  discussions
	Peer assessment and evaluation

	3.2

	- Students can act responsibly and ethically in carrying out the tasks.
	 Participating in English Forums and the English Clubs.
	Presentations  and debates

	4.0
	Communication, Information Technology, Numerical



	4.1           
	Using the laptop, data show, computers and internet service to develop their awareness language testing.
	- Participating in presentations and debates  using computer data show
	Presentations and seminars

	4.2
	- Taking advantage of the English websites to motivate students to refer to explore the different articles and researches about language testing
	- Using various databases and sources such as Journals and computer magazines to prepare team projects.
	Presentations and seminars

	5.0
	Psychomotor

	5.1
	psychomotor skills should be developed for presenting topics about language testing
	Use of body language and mimics
	Testing the ability to present topics about language testing using body language and mimics


	5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester



	
	Assessment task (e.g. essay, test, group project, examination, speech, oral presentation, etc.)
	Week Due
	Proportion of Total Assessment

	1


	 Mid-term test
	8th week
	20%

	2


	Attendance and participation
	All along the semester
	10%

	3


	Homework  and group work
	All along the semester
	10%

	4


	Final test
	The 14th and the 15th  week
	60%


D. Student Academic Counseling and Support

	1. Arrangements for availability of faculty and teaching staff for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount of time teaching staff are expected to be available each week)

Five Office Hours Per Week

Sun. : 1-3

 Tue. : 1-2

Thur. .: 10-12


E. Learning Resources
	(1.) Required Text(s):
 Arthur Hughes (1989). Testing for Language Teachers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.       

	(2.) Essential References 
Davies, A. (1990). Principles of Language Testing. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers. 

	(3-) Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)
Bachman, L. F. (2000) ‘What, if any, are the limits of our responsibility for fairness in language testing?’ In Kunnan, A. J. (ed.) Fairness and Validation in Language Assessment. Studies in Language Testing 9. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 39–41. 
Bachman, L. F. (2004) Statistical Analyses for Language Assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Bachman, L. F. (2005) ‘Building and supporting a case for test use.’ Language Assessment Quarterly 2, 1, 1–34.
Alderson, J. C. (2004) ‘Foreword.’ In Cheng, L., Watanabe, Y. and Curtis, A. (eds) Washback in Language Testing: Research Contexts and Methods. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. Alderson, J. C. and Buck, G. (1993) ‘Standards in testing: a survey of the practice of UK examination boards in EFL testing.’ Language Testing 10, 2, 1–26.

	(4-) Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc:
Resources on the Web:
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/language testing

· http://www.amazon.com/ language testing Vol/dp/0521264782
· http://www.amazon.com/ 

· Encarta  electronic  encyclopaedia


	(5-) Other learning material such as computer-based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations 
Signed Student Code of honor explained during student orientation to university to protect against plagiarism

The use of Turn-it-in.com software program to detect plagiarism

    New English File onlinehttp:

http://www.oup.com/elt/global/products/englishfile/



F. Facilities Required
	Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (i.e. number of seats in classrooms and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

	1.  Accommodation (Classrooms, laboratories, demonstration rooms/labs, etc.)

1-  classrooms accommodating 40 students

2- laboratory accommodating 40 students

3- demonstration room accommodating 40 students



	2. Computing resources (AV, data show, Smart Board, software, etc.)

1-  one data show
2-  one smart board

3- software containing linguistic materials


	3. Other resources (specify, e.g. if specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list) 




G.   Course Evaluation and Improvement Processes

	(1) Strategies for Obtaining Student Feedback on Effectiveness of Teaching:
1.  Midterm evaluation feed-back form to increase instructor’s awareness of the weak and strong points of the class 

2. End of term college evaluation of course by students ( to be collected by the department)

3. End-of-term debriefing in class of students and teacher regarding what went well and what could have gone better

4. Small group instructional diagnosis (SGID) whereby instructors exchange classes and gather information from each others’ students on specific points outlined by the department and the instructor being evaluated

	(2 ) Other Strategies for Evaluation of Teaching by the Instructor or by the Department:

1. Peer evaluation to asses ability of faculty members to work with their colleagues

2. Cass observations by supervisors

	(3 ) Processes for Improvement of Teaching:
1. Training sessions

2. Workshops to facilitate the exchange of experiences amongst faculty members

3. Regular meetings where problems are discussed and solutions given

4. Discussion of challenges in the classroom with colleagues and supervisors

5. Encouragement of faculty members to attend professional development conferences

6. Keep up to date with pedagogical theory and practice

7. Set goals  for achieving excellence in teaching at the  beginning of each new semester after reviewing last semester’s teaching strategies and results 

	(4. )Processes for Verifying Standards of Student Achievement (eg. check marking by an independent faculty member of a sample of student work, periodic exchange and remarking of a sample of assignments with a faculty member in another institution):

1. Check marking of a sample of examination papers either by a resident or visiting faculty member

2. Arrange with another institution to have two common test items included on an exam and compare marks given

3. Students who believe they are  under graded can have their papers checked by a second reader

	(5)  Describe the  planning arrangements for periodically reviewing course effectiveness and planning for improvement:
1. Compare syllabi and course description with other universities (including those on the net)

2. Biannual meetings of faculty members to discuss improvement 

3. Have a curriculum review committee to review the curriculum periodically and suggest  improvements.


Name of Instructor:   Adam Ismail Mohamed

Signature:   [image: image1.png]QzmIsmail



       Date Report Completed: 3- 5 – 1439 H.

Name of Field Experience Teaching Staff ________________________________

Program Coordinator:_________________________

Signature: _______________        Date Received:___________________
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