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Abstract:

The flags marking the boundaries of the sanctuary stand at the entrances and exits of the roads of the Holy City of Makkah,
clearly visible to those entering and leaving it, and have been there since time immemorial. The Prophet Ibrahim al-Khalil,
peace be upon him, is considered to be the first to place markers on the boundaries of the sanctuary and on the tops of
mountains (Al-Thubaiti and Al-Thubaiti, 1433 AH). There are about 13 flags located at the entrances and exits of the main
and secondary roads of the city of Makkah. Urban sprawl is one of the main reasons why the flags marking the boundaries
of the sanctuary in the city of Makkah are suffering. The study aimed to identify the current spatial distribution of boundary
markers at the entrances and exits of Makkah and to determine the impact of urban growth on them. The study relied on a
descriptive analytical approach, which examines the phenomenon as it is on the ground and then describes it accurately.
Spatial analysis was used by applying some of the appropriate analysis functions available in the Geographic Information
System (GIS) program, in addition to the cartographic approach to produce digital maps of the study area and its status.
The study showed that some of the sanctuary boundary markers are located on main roads, while others are located on
secondary roads. Some of these locations have flag markers, seven in total, while others do not have sanctuary boundary
flags, such as the Al-Asila neighborhood and the Um Al-Joud area on the northern side of the Fourth Ring Road. This is
due to the recent construction of the northern side of the Fourth Ring Road.
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