@W'ﬂ\e}aﬂ&ﬂ\e\ dnsl> a2 *ls

https://uqu.edu.sa/jss : oS3y &4 op_lgle_cds
Th_e A_ttitudes of Umm Al-Qura Sy & WLl @ (,i el b Sald)
University Students towards Rumors ) .
Spreading on Online Social Networks LgysS Aol ol lozr ) Lol
During Covid Pandemic
Mohammed Hamza Sadagah” Bk 55wt
College of Social Sciences, Umm Al-Qura aasend Agall AL (a S 3 () o dnale delasn V1 aglall 257
University, Makkah, Saudi Arabia.
Received:30/8/2022 Accepted:6/11/2022 2022/11/6: 058 6 2022/8/30: i o6

:u.a.”r.U-\

el Oll Bmag (bg)sS il olT olezr W) foolsdll il 3 Slaladl o2 () ol sl OB Slald) e Gl U] duhlll s
gole o g ) mgte Bl ozl BBy L elozn VI Lolgdl wilse (3 Yot ollad) 8Ty elomm VI olgd) ailse (3 sl
Al ci ST UL adk 351 0L Y) e 2yl codezely 2ol Sgmdly Slubll (3 Lo slazeWl 2 @) el B
Hsn O e aallll die 131 (o 3itly ling ol 3 o ST Jutas olanr W folgd) lidaly ailsn pitscid Gl die olans Of
Sl Sl 125 pelaan V) Joolsil) lilaiy wilge 5T OF U) 2l by Jd 228y Ollall i) 3 ool slozm V1 fuolyd
Slails g LgyS it (Ul elem V1 folsdl wilse 3 Yolws laitad) T O ) auhall il olaly LT 0ly 0157 By s aslr
SLLA & (s (o bg)sST s Ao M Slaglall ot IO o Slaslidl dgarlyn )90 Al lll ool Laigols Sng UL Halae
2o SLall Bl 55kt dpaall el mei e Oneedlly Cpbllls laald) b Gl e gl w2y ot & ) BLAYL )
o)) Sloglall e Jgaoll ddoliy slazr ) Lolsdl sBlsn plisiinl 248y sla V) Lolgd) 235

.UJ);(.C;’}A celaslad) LL;J,,EJ‘ ft Aol cqy\b 3-3?\3&&‘ CJ\.‘AQ\

Abstract:

The current study aimed to explore the attitudes of Umm Al-Qura University students towards rumor spreading
on online social networks during the Covid pandemic. The study utilized survey research methodology, which is
one of the most important methods in media research and employed a questionnaire to collect the required data.
The results revealed that the majority of the sample spent an average of more than three hours per day on social
media platforms. The sampled students agreed that social media networks contribute to the propagation of rumors.
Data analysis further revealed a common consensus among the study sample that WhatsApp was the most used
medium for spreading rumors during the pandemic, and that the most wide-spread rumors were about vaccine
efficacy and safety. Furthermore, the study recommended the implementation of social media awareness
campaigns suitable for university students and citizens of all ages, focusing on the dangers of rumor spreading and
promoting the effective use of social media networks to seek accurate information.
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