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Living Conditions of the Families of Slum
Dwellers in Makkah
A Field study on the area of Darb Al-Mashaer
Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Helaly

Abstract:

Slums are considered one of the most important prob-
lems in urban areas, especially the city of Makkah, which
1s characterized by religious specificity. The study attempts
to shed light on the area of Darb Al-Mashaer as one of the
most important slums in the city. To explore the region, the
objectives of the study were:

1. Identification of the demographic characteristics of
households in Darb Al- Mashaer.

2. To identify the economic and social characteristics of
the inhabitants of the region.

3. Knowledge of the urban characteristics of the area.

4. Determination of levels of population satisfaction with
existing services in the region.

5. Knowledge of population trends towards the develop-
ment of the region.

6. Determine the characteristics of the commercial activi-
ties, and workers in the region.
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In order to achieve these objectives, the study con-
ducted a comprehensive social survey of the region after
dividing it into 8 sectors. The sampling unit represented
the families resident of the region. A questionnaire was
applied to all heads of households. They numbered 143
households, (8) Shops.

Keywords: Living conditions, Slums, Slum dwellers,
Urban sociology.
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