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Abstract

The present study aimed at revealing the trends and contribution of uni-
versity students in supporting voluntary initiatives as well as identify-
ing the effective elements in forming the students’ behaviors towards
the initiatives, and identifying the obstacles that hinder the students of
university from joining voluntary work. The researcher used the ana-
lytic descriptive method and the social survey approach of the purpo-
sive sampling to investigate the trends of university students towards
voluntary initiatives through applying a questionnaire on a purposive
sampling from social work department students. The sample consisted

of 179 male students from Umm Al-Qura University.

The findings revealed an actual lack regarding the participation of the
students in supporting and activating voluntary work and that the most
important acquired positive trends from voluntary initiatives are; im-
proving the conduct and changing the community. The fields that vol-
untary work can succeed more than other fields are; caring of people
with special needs, care towards the poor, visiting patients and helping
them, dealing with homeless street children cause, maintaining and car-

ing of environment and care of family, children and woman.

The benefits that the young can obtain through participating in voluntary
initiatives are: acquiring new skills, using leisure time well, increasing
experience and helping in serving the community, self-confidence and

developing the social character.

The findings also indicated that the most obstacles that reduce the role
of students in supporting and activating initiatives are: getting involved
in academic achievement, the difficulty of dealing with legal and ad-
ministrative aspects and the ambiguity of the idea of voluntary initiative

to some students.
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