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Abstract

The Holy City of Makkah is one of the most important cities
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It has a unique geographical
setting, but suffers from overcrowding given the difficulties that
encounter the urban expansion. Indeed, the mountain ranges have
controlled the rates and directions of urban growth as they always
represent a barrier However, economic growth of oil income has
allowed the construction of tunnels and the creation of land plots at
the expense of surrounding footslopes. The development of
networks and facilities has promoted the increase of the Pilgrims'
numbers, thus inducing a remarkable landuse changes. The most
significant changes that have occurred in the city centre during the
successive extension of the Holy Mosque, which required a large
scale demolition and rock-cuts of the hillslopes. These dramatic
changes have reshuffled the residential areas to the outskirts and the
extensive development of hotels and stores in the central area near
the Holy Mosque. The recent expansion of urban areas has been
associated with the construction of main road networks away from
the city centre, in order to accommodate the increasing number of
population which reached 1.5 million in 1431 H. It is evident that
the different stages of the Holy Mosque's expansion are the main
driving force for the peripheral expansion of the city in different

directions.
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