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Abstract:

This study deconstructs the assumptions of modernization theories by examining the paradox of "entangled
modernity" in Kuwait, where digitization has reproduced tribal loyalties in hybrid forms rather than eroding
them. Drawing on the "Networked Tribalism" framework and a mixed digital ethnography approach (analyzing
500 tweets and 25 interviews) during the 2024 elections, the research reveals profound structural shifts, most
notably: the migration of authority from the hierarchical centrality of the Diwaniya to digital "gatekeepers"; the
transformation of financial solidarity into performative rituals; the emergence of "digital citizenship" for mar-
ginalized groups; and the commodification of votes driven by women and youth. The study concludes that
technology functions as a conservative tool that re-engineers traditional structures, advocating for the devel-
opment of flexible policies and governance that move beyond Restrictive approaches to accommodate this socio-
technical reality.

Keywords: Networked Tribalism, Digital Asabiyyah, Kuwait, Digital Ethnography, The 2024 National
Assembly Elections.
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