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The Term “Badid” of the ancients: between Critical
Criterias and Rhetorical rules

He who studies “Badi>”- as an artistic phenomenon, a subject
of criticism, and a rhetorical concept of the ancients - certainly
notices important matters such as the following:

e “Badi™ has been a subject of disagreement among modernist
poets (Almohdathin) and critics of rhetoric as to what constitutes
its primacy, meaning, and functions.

e The concept of “Badi®”adopted by critics and rhetoricians does
not seem to be homogeneous with the conception poets have
aspired to.

e The attitude of poetry and rhetoric scholars towards “Badi™ has
been overcome by derision, yet their attention to it has exceeded
all limits.

The above observations have led to an attention to investigate
the term “Badi>” so as to inspect and update its very meaning. The
way to achieve the mentioned goal, we believe, is a double one. On
the one hand, we need to ‘dig’, as it were, into the history of the
term by revisiting the meanings and connotations that marked both
its appearance and developments with the Ancients. On the other
hand, one needs to open up on the modern concepts and perceptions
that can enrich the concept of “Badi3” and add to it dimensions that
did not come to the attention of the Ancients.

Key words: "Mohdath" poetry, criticism, rhetoric, “Badi3”, creativity,
displacement, and the poetic image.
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- Jean cohen, Structure du langage poétique, flammarion éditeur, Paris,
1966.

- Michael Riffaterre , Essais de stylistique structurale, (présentation et
traduction par Daniel Delas), Paris, Flammarion,1970.
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- Rhétorique générale, Editions Larousse, 1970.

- Rhétorique de la poésie. Lecture linéaire, lecture tabulaire, Editions
Complexe, Bruxelles, 1977.
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— Cohen, Jean, Structure du langage poétique, Flammarion éditeur,
Paris, 1966.

— Rhétorique de la poésie. Lecture linéaire, lecture tabulaire, Editions
Complexe, Bruxelles, 1977.

— Rhétorique générale, Editions Larousse, 1970.

— Riffaterre, Michael, Essais de stylistique structurale, (présentation et
traduction par Daniel Delas), Paris, Flammarion,1970.
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