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Abstract:

Benefiting from various post-positivist historical theories and approaches, this paper aims to seek some new entry
points to Islamic historical traditions from the perspective of the presence and function of poetry within it. It is
known that looking at history as a “representation” of the past where the real, the imaginative, the artistic, and the
narrative intersect, is now considered as one of the pivotal points emphasized by new theories of historical
knowledge. However, although this understanding applies to Islamic culture as it applies to others, it cannot be
denied that it has been established in Western contexts that may not be suitable for analyzing the circumstances in
which Islamic historical writing arose. Accordingly, it is not possible to study the presence of poetry in Islamic
historical writings in terms of quantity, quality, and employment, without reconsidering the various theories of
literary genres and its oversimplifications that may not apply to ancient Arabic writing systems, and thus to the
Arabs’ perception of historical writing. In this perspective, we suggest that studying this presence and its functions
may open the way for new hypotheses about Arab and Islamic sources, and the way the Arabs understood poetic
writing while formulating their ways of belonging to history.
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»Pour moi, il symbolise I’entreprise philosophique telle
que je la comprends. Aristote, c’est le philosophe,
comme on I’appelait au Moyen Age, mais le philosophe
ne commence pas de rien. Et méme, il ne commence pas
a partir de la philosophie, il commence a partir de la
poésie », Paul Ricceur, L’Unique et le Singulier,
entretiens avec Edmond Blattchen, Noms de dieux — Le
Symbole, « Le philosophe, le pocte et le politique »,
Bruxelles, Alice Editions, 1999, p53.
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without having to speak for himself », S. Humphreys, Islamic
History, A Framework for Inquiry, revised edition, Princeton
.University Press, 1991, p90

S. Humphreys, Islamic History, p90

« On balance, our best control on the historical tradition may
be early Islamic poetry. One of the main functions of poetry in
the Jahiliyya and early Islam was the vaunting of one's own
group and the vilification of others. That is, it is political verse,
often composed for a specific occasion, and addressing
(sometimes directly and sometimes allusively) the events and
persons of the day. Insofar as this verse may be authentic, it
would provide an excellent check on the attitudes, values, and
concepts found in historical narratives ».
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Omar Z. Farrukh, Das Bild des Frithislam in der (9
arabischen Dichtung von der Higra bis zum Tode des Kalifen
JUmar 1-23 D.H. und 622-644, Leipzig. 1937, pp 2-5
KHAN, M. 1964. “A Critical Study of the Poetry of the V)
Prophet’s time and its Authenticity as the Source of Sira”,
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91

The function of verse citations in the historical texts has » (3
never been properly studied, but 1 believe that they serve
much the same purpose as the speeches and letters which are
periodically introduced-viz., to allow the historian to convey
an explicit interpretation or evaluation of persons and events
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Poetry and History: The Value of Poetry in Reconstructing (%
Arab History, Edited by Ramzi Baalbaki, Saleh Said Agha,
Tarif Khalidi, American University of Beirut Press, Lebanon,
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Although both poets and historians dealt with the same »
phenomena, i.e. human actions and events (albeit respectively
in verse and in prose), history only dealt with what was real
.« and poetry with what was imagined
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