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The effect of the science of reading the Qur’an on memorizing the
eloquent Arab voice, and the efforts of the Qur’an scholars in that,
An example of that studied the exits of letters and their attributes

Dr. Wasim Muhammed Sulaimani

(Received 30/03/2020; accepted 03/05/2020; Published 14/02/2021)

Abstract: It is well-known that phonological studies have become elaborate and
comprehensive nowadays. Modern Arabic phonological studies are adopting the
Western’s approach in this field. This paper demonstrates impact of the efforts of
Tajweed scholars and Quran reciters, who exerted great efforts to serve Arabic
phonology. They carefully studied it while others ignored it, preserved it while others
forgot it, and precisely mastered it while others neglected it. Consequently, those
scholars preserved this knowledge, and its concepts became known. Thus, they were
known as its masters, and this knowledge was known as their specialty .

This paper examines how the science of Arabic phonology began among Arabic
language and Tajweed scholars, and then how it reached Tajweed scholars .

Moreover, it studies efforts of Tajweed scholars and reciters of the Quran to serve
the Arabic language by carefully studying concepts and development of Arabic
phonology as well as studying its scholars’ achievements .

The most important issue the paper considers is the impact of those scholars in
respect of preserving the ancient eloquent Arabic phonic system and making it
audibly understandable until present time. In addition, it examines how this phonic
system has been transferred by generation after generation until it has reached us with
its precise rules, and firm principles, as well as how the Quran is still recited
according to the rules of the noble Arabic language, the original tongue of the Quran
revelation.

Finally, the paper discusses the most important results of this examination, which
are related to confirming the efforts of those scholars and the service they offered to
the Arab nation whereby their Arabic tongue and language are preserved. It also
refers to some recommendations that may complement the efforts of those scholars.
Allah is sought for giving help and success.

Key words: Tajweed scholars, reciters of the Quran, Arabic language.
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The Language Variation Shown in “yat’aqaboon fi:kum mala’ika”

Dr. Abdullah Mohammad Hayani

(Received 01/03/2020; accepted 03/05/2020; Published 14/02/2021)

Abstract: This study examines the linguistic structure in the "yat’aqaboon fi:kum
mala’ika” (lit. Angels take turns in attending to you" attributed to the Arabic language
variety known in Arabic linguistics fields as Aklouni albaraghith (lit. Flies ate me).

Because some linguists find such language variation to be weak while others think
otherwise, this study is conducted to show both views, to study the evidence provided,
and finally to come up with the researcher’s conclusion about this variety. The study
includes an introduction, a thorough account about this language variation, and the
different views of grammarians, interprets and contemporary linguists. The study also
provides evidence and examples from Quranic verses, Hadith, quotes from poetry and
poetic examples. The study includes an analysis section which addresses the linguistic
evidence provided; it also discusses the views of linguists about (yat’aqaboon fi:kum
mala’ika) and states the researcher’s own analysis. The conclusion includes the main
findings of this study. A list of references which includes the resources used brings
this study to a close.

Key words: yat’agaboon fi:kum mala’ika, Lughat Akalooney Al-Baragheeth,
little language.
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Discourse of Change in the Noble Qur’an (Baddala, Tabba, Ghaiara)
Structural and Descriptive Study

Dr. Nahla Abedalaziz mubarak Alshogran

(Received 04/03/2020; accepted 22/04/2020; Published 14/02/2021)

Abstract: The linguistic studies of the words of the Nobel Qur’an are concerned
with the interpretation of the linguistic inimitability and their structure. So, there is no
way to understand the philology of linguistic inimitability without the grammatical
analysis of the relations between the words and their structure. Accordingly, this
study aims to describe the structure of discourse of change in the Holy Qur’an by
presenting the Quranic verses that include the verbs: Baddala (exchang), Tabba
(repent), Ghaiara (change) with their linguistic origins and derivations in order to
explain the differences between them in the Quranic use. The study proceeds also to
interpret the discourse of change and connects it to the sentences that are included in
the verses to find a special structural system for each word of change at the linguistic
level generally and the Quranic level specifically.

Key words: Noble Qur’an, word of change, Structural Study, Baddala, Tabba,
Ghaiara.
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Towards a computerized Dictionary for Semantic convergence in
children's stories in light of the Sketch Engine Blog

Dr. Nawal Ibrahim Alhilwah

(Received 29/03/2020; accepted 12/05/2020; Published 14/02/2021)

Abstract: This research seeks to invest the gains of the linguistics of the computer
blog in building a proposal for a computerized dictionary model for semantic
convergence in the (Arab Child Blog) as a private blog that associates with the public
blog (Sketch Engine) in order to support the Arab semantic web, and serve the authors
of children's stories and the creators of lower-grade curricula , with a dictionary that
simulates the language of an Arab child and what he actually uses of it, so as to
contribute in creating an effective and successful language communication for him.

Keywords: of the Sketch Engine Blog, Arab Child Blog, Semantic relationships,
The Lexicon Concern.
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The rhetoric of emulation in the analysis of the poetic text of
Sheikh Muhammad Abu Musa
"Its concept and levels"

Dr. Yousif Tafif Al-Daadi

(Received 19/03/2020; accepted 15/04/2020; Published 14/02/2021)

Abstract: The style used in the methods of the early poets and in the construction
of their methods, and it was not disclosed as a rhetorical art that influenced the
improvement of speech and the display of its aesthetic advantages, despite its mention
in the books of rhetoric and critics. He did not take a specific stylistic description that
earned him the characteristic of the current scientific term, and he went through
different stages, shifts and changes in concepts, so he went in two different directions:
one intended to emulate the poet with another poet’s poetry in stylistic formulation or
in building the meaning, or both. The second: means the indication of the movement
of the pre-narrated letter.

On these two directions, the example remained for a time until we saw it clearly
appear in the readings of Dr. Muhammad Abu Musa for pre-Islamic poetry and its
evocation of the advantage of this concept in the rhetorical lesson, so it began to form
and highlight its stylistic features with a broader horizon extending in the atmosphere
of poetry, and more focused on its aesthetic feature and its effect in improving speech.
This appearance predicts a rhetorical value that took a specific stylistic character in
the structures and praising it without defining it idiomatic, which has its stylistic
components and stylistic elements.

This study aims to track its origins and development, starting from its origins in
rhetorical and critical heritage until it settled in Sheikh Muhammad Abu Musa and
took a specific scientific idiomatic characteristic, and then explaining his models,
levels, and aesthetic effect on the style of speech, and its rumor in the rhetorical
lesson.

Key words: Footwear, rhetoric, poetry, Method.
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The Effect of Formative Evaluation on

Students' Achievement in ESP
"A Case Study of Preparatory Year Students' at Umm-AL-Qura University"

Prof. Abdul-Majeed Umar, and Dr. Abdul-Rahman Amin
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Abstract: This research attempted to find out the impact of formative evaluation
on Saudi male learners’ achievement in English for Specific Purposes (ESP). The
study also seeks to check the instructors and students' attitudes towards formative
assessment. The sample of the study involved 98 subjects chosen purposively from
among the Preparatory Year students at Umm-Al- Qura University in Saudi Arabia.
These were divided into two equal groups; one was intended to act as an experimental
and the other was taken as a control group. The experimental group was taught their
ESP material following the formative evaluation techniques; whereas the control
group was taught the same material in accordance with the traditional summative
assessment principles. The study lasted for one semester (sixteen weeks) during
which the students studied two textbooks: Nursing 1 and Nursing 2. In the last week
of the experiment, the two groups sat for the final achievement exam, which was
intended for all pre-medical students in the Preparatory College. The grades of both
group students in the final exam were statistically analyzed and compared. The results
revealed a considerable difference between the two groups. The achievement of the
experimental group students was found to be higher than that of the control group.
This difference is taken to indicate the efficacy of using formative evaluation in
teaching ESP. To check students and instructors’ attitudes towards formative
evaluation a questionnaire and a series of interviews were used. Advanced statistical
analysis of the responses of the instructors and students has shown their positive
attitudes towards this form of evaluation. The study concluded with some
recommendations to enhance this type of assessment.

Keywords: formative evaluation, summative assessment, feedback, scaffolding,
attitudes towards learning.
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Abstract: This paper has two main goals. First, it discusses how the availability as
well as the accessibility of spoken corpora of English, for example, or any other
language (e.g., Spanish) have contributed to the sociolinguistic studies of discourse
markers (DMs). Looking forward to being informed by the content from books and
other materials adopting some useful methods in the literature, the paper, as an initial
step, delineates the significance of building a sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi
Arabic. Second, the paper explores three basic steps and procedures for the
construction of a spoken Saudi Arabic corpus: (1) the collection of spoken sources
and structures of data (e.g., talk shows, radio, oral narratives, field work, and
sociolinguistic interviews), (2) the development of transcription protocols, and (3) the
incorporation of metadata for this kind of sociolinguistic spoken corpus. The paper
discusses some of the expected methodological challenges associated with the three
discussed steps and procedures of corpus building (e.g., data collection and adding
and/or modifying sociolinguistic categories).

Keywords: Saudi Arabic; corpus linguistics; sociolinguistics; spoken discourse;
discourse markers.
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1. Introduction and objectives

The availability and the accessibility of different spoken English
corpora have greatly benefited sociolinguistic investigations, which
have shown discourse variation in general, and variation upon using
discourse markers (henceforth, DMs) in particular. Such corpora have
facilitated sociolinguistic studies of DMs through which scholars can
investigate, compare, and contrast DMs across different social variables
including context, gender, age, region, style, and socio-economic
status, to name a few. However, the case in Arabic 1s different with a
relative to complete lack of spoken Arabic corpora.

Therefore, this paper has two main goals. First, it extensively reviews
the literature available on discourse variation, digging deeply into the
literature to show the methodologies that have significantly helped
sociolinguistic investigations of DMs. Importantly, the paper shows
how the availability as well as the accessibility of spoken corpora of
English, for example, or any other language (e.g., Spanish) have
contributed to the sociolinguistic studies of DMs. Second, the review
and critique are taken as a point of departure to suggest an initial design
for the sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic, which serves
Saudi Arabic linguistics studies in general, and Saudi Arabic
sociolinguistics studies in particular, including sociolinguistic studies
of DMs. Looking forward to being informed by the contents of
methodology books and other materials from the literature, the paper,
as an initial step, delineates the significance of building such a spoken
corpus of Saudi Arabic. Then, the paper explores three basic steps and
procedures for a corpus construction: the collection of spoken sources
and structures of data (e.g., talk shows, radio, oral narratives, field
work, and sociolinguistic interviews), the development of transcription
protocols, and the incorporation of metadata for this kind of
sociolinguistic spoken corpus. The paper discusses some of the
expected methodological challenges associated with the three discussed
steps and procedures of corpus building (e.g., data collection and
adding and/or modifying sociolinguistic categories).
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Proposing a spoken corpus for Arabic, however, is overambitious for
several reasons: (1) the extreme variation between varieties of Arabic,
(2) the fact that nowadays, Arabic is becoming more of a designated
term for populations who even never speak the language, and (3) the
fact that such a substantial effort is expected to meet challenges and
obstacles (e.g., collaborative, sociopolitical, academic, and financial)
that might obstruct or even stop initiatives for a corpus construction.
Therefore, this proposal concerns steps for building a spoken sociolinguistic
corpus for Saudi Arabic; which in this case is a cover term used to refer
to the linguistic varieties spoken in Saudi Arabia.

This paper is structured as follows: Section 2 details the approach
and procedures followed for originating this paper. Section 3 is a
general background, which sets up corpus linguistics, sociolinguistics,
and DMs as the major themes. Section 4 introduces the design process
for the spoken corpus of Saudi Arabic. Subsection 4.1 discusses the
rationale and the purpose of the design process. Section 4 also explores
three procedures of great importance for constructing a corpus that
fulfills sociolinguistic queries of DMs, namely: sources, collection and
structures of data (subsection 4.2); transcription protocols (subsection
4.3); and metadata (subsection 4.4). Section 5 is the conclusion.

2. Approach and procedures

This section describes the approach for originating this paper leading
to the proposal and design process for building and launching a spoken
Saudi Arabic corpus that meets sociolinguistic queries about Arabic
DMs. First, the literature was searched mainly looking for sociolinguistic
treatments, which can help demonstrate the necessary steps and
procedures for constructing corpora that meet sociolinguistic queries
(Baker, 2010; Biber, 2009; Childs et al., 2011; Kendall, 2011; Kendall &
Van Herk, 2011). Journal articles such as Davies (2009; 2010) informed
this proposal of a spoken corpus, so did materials from methodology
books whose interest revolves around corpora and corpora construction
(Davies, 2013). Scholarly treatments mentioned previously inspired
significantly this paper and the spoken corpus proposal. However, since

Laulalg Wil rogle Glao




—— Dr. Yahya Abdu A. Mobarki

the purpose of this project is to propose a corpus that fulfills
sociolinguistic queries of DMs, the treatments mentioned previously
were general in nature and lacking essential information on how to
specifically build corpora for sociolinguistic investigations of DMs. As
such, the literature was searched again to locate empirical scholarly work
that addressed DMs from sociolinguistic perspectives. The approach, at
this stage, was purely methodological, which enabled the categorization
of the found sociolinguistic investigations of DMs into two categories,
namely: (1) non corpus-based sociolinguistic treatments of DMs; or
sociolinguistic treatments based on ‘unconventional’ corpora— privately
constructed corpora by scholars interested in these linguistic elements
(Babel, 2014; Dailey O’Cain, 2000; Erman, 1992; Fuller, 2003; Holmes,
1986; 1988; 1990; Huspek, 1989; Macaulay, 2002; Meyerhoff, 1994;
Sankoff et al., 1997; Tagliamonte, 2005; Wouk, 1999), and (2) corpus-
based sociolinguistic treatments of DMs; or sociolinguistic treatments of
DMs based on ‘conventional’ corpora— large, publicly available corpora
or corpora where access was granted (Andersen, 2001; Barbieri, 2008;
Grant, 2010; Erman, 2001; Levey, 2006; Miller, 2009; Pichler, 2009;
Stubbe & Holems, 1995; Torgesrsen et al., 2011; Tottie, 2011). Overall,
the sociolinguistic treatments of DMs compensated for the shortage in
the views of the earlier work concerning the construction of
sociolinguistic corpora. These empirical studies explicitly helped by
providing important information, for example in terms of the sources and
data collection procedures and the social variables regularly influencing
the frequency and use of DMs. These studies also gave essential views
about the metadata required. Most importantly, these empirical
treatments contained views on transcription that were important for the
sociolinguistics of DMs.

3. Background

3.1 Corpora and corpus linguistics

Baker (2010) observes that the word corpora is the plural form of
the word corpus, originally a Latin word meaning body. Based on this
etymological relationship, Baker (2010, p. 6) defined corpora “as a ‘body’
of language, or more specifically, a (usually) very large collection of
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naturally occurring language, stored as computer files.” Along similar
lines, Davies (2013, p.210) defined corpora as “searchable collections
of spoken and written language (nearly always in electronic format)
which can be used for linguistic analysis.” What these two definitions
have in common is the view that corpora feature “true balancedness,
representativity, machine-readability” (Kendall & Van Herk, 2011, p.
1), and proper characteristics maintained by corpus linguists (Kendall,
2011). Recently, sociolinguists have found corpora and corpus-based
methods advantageous. The next subsection discusses the connections
between corpus linguistics and sociolinguistics.

3.1.1 Corpus linguistics and sociolinguistics

The use of corpora to aid sociolinguistic analysis is not a new
trajectory of research interest in sociolinguistics; rather, corpora, more
specifically described as conventional corpora, have always enhanced
sociolinguistic investigations from the earliest origins of the
sociolinguistics field. However, it was not until the past decade that
sociolinguistics as a field found connections with the field of corpus
linguistics such as sharing the nature of quantitative and qualitative
analysis, and the empirical analysis of actual language use (Baker,
2010; Gregersen & Barner-Rasmussen, 2011; Kendall, 2011; Kendall &
Van Herk, 2011). With these connections in mind, Baker (2010) and
Kendall (2011) described the mainstream sociolinguists as still
uninterested in enhancing such relationships because of issues related
to variability, comparability, and representativeness.

Baker’s (2010) recent book, Sociolinguistics and Corpus Linguistics,
highlighted the previous sociolinguistic literature that utilized corpora
and corpus-based methodologies in their conventional sense. For
instance, Baker (2010) presented corpus-based sociolinguistic research
on sex-related differences, age-related differences, register-related
differences, genre-related differences, and a wide range of
sociopolitical differences. Additionally, Baker (2010) reviewed
sociolinguistic corpus-based research that shed light on phonological
patterns, morphological patterns, syntactic patterns, and discourse
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patterns influenced by complex sociolinguistic factors. In summary,
although “[s]ociolinguists have been slower to adopt conventional
corpora for research” (Kendall, 2011, p. 368), the importance of
corpora and corpus-based methods is growing in sociolinguistic
research (Baker, 2010; Gregersen & Barner-Rasmussen, 2011; Kendall,
2011, Kendall & Van Herk, 2011).

3.2 Discourse markers:

Discourse markers are of special interest in this paper for a number
of reasons. First, for a concrete discussion, this paper needs concrete
sociolinguistic examples. Second, DMs still present persistent and
challenging theoretical and methodological questions that need: (a)
scholarly attention and researchable formulations (e.g., language
variation and change), (b) development of both innovative quantitative
and qualitative methodologies (e.g., functional paradigm/analysis and
language variation), and (c) large collections of data (e.g., corpora).
Third, the sociolinguistic investigations of DMs are still blossoming.
Fourth and most importantly, based on regular research and an
extensive review of the literature on Arabic linguistics, DMs were
selected to highlight the fact that these linguistic elements are
completely dismissed from Arabic perspectives. Fifth, the absence of
reliable spoken Arabic corpora, along with other factors, might be one
significant factor contributing to such an inexcusable dismissal.

3.2.1 What are discourse markers?

The literature shows that DMs have risen to become one of the most
studied topics by Western linguists, largely in English. DMs have been
researched carefully and discussed extensively over the past two
decades from different perspectives and approaches, for example
discourse coherence models (Lenk, 1998; Schiffrin, 1987; 2001),
grammatical and semantico-pragmatic models (Fraser, 1999; 2009),
and relevance-based approaches (Schourup, 1999; 2011).

The literature also shows that these lexical items challenge any
attempt to accurately define them, or to group them under one lexical or

02021 plpo - 1442 wuay(27) 2a=ll




Towards a Design Process for the Sociolinguistic ... ——

syntactic category or appropriately delineate their functions for a
number of reasons. First, DMs are seen to belong to different lexical
categories including conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, because) and
adverbs (e.g., now, then). Some DMs are considered clauses (e.g.,
v’know) and some are not (e.g., I mean, mean is a transitive verb
requiring the presence of a completion [Fraser, 1999; Schiffrin, 1987]).
Schourup (1999) adds interjections (e.g., oh and gosh) and verbs (e.g.,
look, say, and see). Second, DMs do not have restricted syntactic
positions (Fraser, 1999; Gonzalez, 2004; Muller, 2005; Schiffrin,
1987). To support that, Schiffrin (1987, p.31) claimed that:
Although markers often precede sentences, [...] they are
independent of sentential structure. Removal of a marker from its
sentence initial position, in other words, leaves the sentence
structure intact. Furthermore, several markers — y ’know, I mean,
oh, like — can occur quite freely within a sentence at locations
which are very difficult to define.

Namely, some DMs appear in clause-initial position, clause-medial
position, or even clause-final position (Fraser, 1999; Gonzalez, 2004;
Muller, 2005; Schiffrin, 1987) as in the following instances of y know
(adapted from Schiffrin, 1987, p. 275, 276, 282):

- Y’know they say an apple a day keeps the doctor away?

- I’'mnot a—... we’re all no perfect, y know.

- and she said, y ’know, ‘I got a problem Zelda.’

Third, DMs are seen to be multifunctional lexical items (Gonzalez,
2004; Muller, 2005; Schiffrin, 1987) (e.g., like signaling approximation,
lexical focus, and quotative like) “that predicate changes in the speaker’s
cognition, attitudes, and beliefs and facilitate the transmission of
illocutionary force and intentions” (Gonzalez, 2004, p. 1).

The ambiguities and disagreements around the semantic, structural,
and pragmatic features of DMs are also reflected through the terms and
definitions proposed for such a class of linguistic items. These terms result
from the fact that scholars, interested in such linguistic phenomena,
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investigate DMs from different perspectives and approaches. These
linguistic items have been called (among other things), discourse
markers, discourse connectives, discourse particles, discourse signals,
discourse operators, cue phrases, pragmatic markers, pragmatic
connectives, pragmatic particles, formulaic expressions, particles, text
organizers, and pop-markers (Fraser, 1999; Gonzalez, 2004; Muller,
2005; Schourup, 1999).

3.2.2 Discourse markers and sociolinguistics

DMs have received comparatively scholarly attention from several
sociolinguistic aspects (Aijmer & Simon-Vandenbergen, 2011).
Sociolinguistic work on DMs has shown that there are links between
DMs and a number of social factors, including: gender (Erman, 1992;
Holmes, 1986; 1988; 1990; Wouk, 1999), age (Andersen, 2001;
Barbieri, 2008; Dailey-O’Cain, 2000; Erman, 2001; Tagliamonte,
2005), social class (Huspek,1989; Stubbe & Holmes, 1995), ethnicity
(Meyerhoff, 1994), language contact situations (Sankoff et al., 1997),
and geographical region (Huddlestone & Fairhurst, 2013), across
language varieties, for instance British English compared to New
Zealand English (Grant, 2010), and in specific speech contexts, for
instance the use of well in court (Innes, 2010), and the use of /like in
interviews (Fuller, 2003).

Also, there are studies which investigated the impact of multiple
social variables on the frequency and use of DMs, for instance gender,
social class, and age in Macaulay (2002), sex, ethnicity, and
geographical location in Torgersen et al. (2011), gender, age, and
socio-economic status in Tottie (2011), and gender and age in Levey
(2006) and Pichlar (2009). Interestingly enough, DMs have been
approached from sociolinguistic indexical perspectives (Babel, 2014).
In this recently published sociolinguistic investigation, Babel (2014)
examined how the Spanish DM pues can be a highly salient index
of regional as well as stereotypical identities in Bolivian Valley
Spanish.

389 %‘w 02021 plprd - 1442 Loy (27) aa=ll




Towards a Design Process for the Sociolinguistic ... ——

A close look at the sociolinguistic treatments of DMs has also shown
that DMs have been sociolinguistically investigated in ‘unconventional
(spoken) corpora’ (Babel, 2014; Dailey O’Cain, 2000; Erman 1992;
Fuller, 2003; Holmes, 1986; 1988; 1990; Huspek, 1989; Macaulay,
2002; Meyerhoff, 1994; Sankoff et al., 1997; Tagliamonte, 2005;
Wouk, 1999) reaching to the point where these linguistic elements (i.e.,
DMs) are being investigated in larger and comprehensive ‘conventional
(spoken) corpora’ (Andersen, 2001; Barbieri, 2008; Grant, 2010;
Erman, 2001; Levey, 2006; Miller, 2009; Pichler, 2009; Stubbe &
Holmes; Torgesrsen et al., 2011; Tottie, 2011). These sociolinguistic
empirical investigations of DMs significantly informed the steps and
procedures of the proposal and the design process of the sociolinguistic
corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic in the pages that follow. The next
sections and subsections introduce and discuss this proposal and the
design process.

4. The design process for the sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi

Arabic

This section mainly introduces the proposal and the design process
of establishing and launching a sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi
Arabic. Taking together all the surveyed sociolinguistic studies of DMs
in combination with the surveyed scholarly treatments of constructing
sociolinguistic corpora, this section considers the following: what are
the kinds of aspects that need consideration and incorporation (and also
how) while building a corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic intended to fulfill
sociolinguistics queries of DMs? Note that this paper does not consider
technical models and/or perspectives of building corpora. The author
does not have enough technical background in addition to lacking
experience dealing with corpora technicalities.

‘Corpus sociolinguistic’ (Baker, 2010) principles guide this proposal
and the design process for the sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi
Arabic, and therefore inform every step and stage of its construction
and establishment. Corpus sociolinguistic principles include: (1)
sampling and representativeness, (2) relatedness, (3) reliability, (4)
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transparency and consistency (5) well-balancedness, (6) comparability,
(7) contextualization, (8) naturalistic data and authenticity, and (9) the
principle of accountability in relation to sociolinguistic corpora. Thus,
these corpus sociolinguistic principles, in addition to selecting DMs as
a concrete example in this paper, should inform the rationale and the
purpose of the design (subsection 4.1), sources, collection and
structures of data (subsection 4.2), transcription protocols and the
degree of precision and faithfulness of transcriptions (subsection 4.3),
and the metadata that should be included in the corpus (subsection 4.4).
Briefly, the discussions in the following subsections are mainly guided
by the corpus sociolinguistic principles and the selection of DMs. The
next discussion considers the rationale and the purpose of proposing
and designing the sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic.

4.1 The rationale and the purpose of the design

The very basic step for corpora construction is to delineate the
significance of a corpus; otherwise, what is the point of proposing and
designing a spoken corpus which might require substantial effort, be time
consuming (Baker, 2010), and above all challenging? As mentioned
earlier, some sociolinguists are still unsure about the connections between
— and the usefulness of — corpus linguistics, corpora, and sociolinguistics;
they fear the reliability of corpora, which is greatly reflected in the
validity and credibility of claims arising from sociolinguistic
investigations, and might have motivated such a reaction. Meanwhile,
research questions of DMs have traditionally been investigated through
compiling a traditional and ‘unconventional’ sociolinguistic corpus.
However, as research interests and questions of Arabic DMs are
constantly developing (e.g., questions of language variation and
change), it was realized how advantageous the availability and
accessibility of corpora could be for sociolinguistic questions related to
the interaction of multiple social variables and the influence of those
social variables on linguistic variants such as DMs.

The motivation for writing this paper and proposing a sociolinguistic
corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic comes from the fact that there is no
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single Saudi Arabic corpus developed to meet sociolinguistic inquiries
at the time of writing this paper. In order not to make any wild
judgments and to provide sensible conclusions, first, the literature of
Arabic scholarly works available on sociolinguistics were reviewed,
along with corpus linguistics, discourse variation, and finally DMs in
particular. Also, the available Arabic corpora were visited and
evaluated. Several friends were also consulted aiming to find any
corpora that met sociolinguistics inquiries. However, the efforts were in
vain. What was highlighted was rather the complete lack of Saudi
Arabic sociolinguistic investigations which utilize spoken corpora and
corpus methods; this is not surprising given the lack of a single
representative sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic. In other
words, this lack could also be due to the fact that spoken language is
the hallmark of sociolinguistic research (Kendall, 2011), and what is
available in Saudi Arabic comes predominantly from written rather
than spoken resources. Note that also after surveying several of the
available Saudi Arabic corpora, the following facts were noted: (1) the
slight increase in Arabic learners’ corpora, (2) the available Saudi
Arabic corpora are exclusively written, (3) the materials in those
corpora come only from a few written resources ignoring the
significance of genre diversity as well as period diversity, (4) the
materials were derived from selected newspapers, classic and current
literary works that might be representative of very few varieties of
Arabic (e.g., Egyptian, Kuwaiti, Classical Arabic, and Modern
Standard Arabic), (5) the static nature (Davies, 2009) of most of these
corpora in which no more texts and materials have been added after
they were assembled, and (6) the poor interface features (Davies, 2009;
2010; 2013).

The advantages observed through the sociolinguistic investigations
of DMs utilizing corpora and corpus linguistics methods (e.g.,
Andersen, 2001; Barbieri, 2008; Erman 2001; Levey, 2006; Miller
2009; Pichlar, 2009; Stubbe & Holmes, 1995; Torgesrsen et al., 2011;
Tottie, 2011) have motivated this paper. These advantages consist of
(1) the size of corpora, (2) the ease of comparability in terms of real-
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time and apparent-time studies of language change, across different
genres and registers, and a complex variety of social factors, e.g., age
groups, gender cohorts, societal classes, and others (Gregersen &
Barner-Rasmussen, 2011; Kendall & Herk, 2011), (3) the theoretical,
methodological, and practical and applied implications that come out of
the sociolinguistic investigations, for example, of DMs, (4) the purpose
of opening up numerous avenues for future research (Riihlemann &
O’Donnell, 2012), (5) the provision of publicly available or relatively
restricted accessible research materials for scholars for many years to
come (Childs et al.,, 2011), (6) the support of researchers who
contribute to our understanding of language variation and change
from distinct speech communities (Childs et al., 2011), and (7) the
search for new ethical challenges caused by linking sociolinguistics
with corpus linguistics (Childs et al., 2011; King et al., 2011; Pope &
Davis, 2011).

Note that the benefits of sociolinguistic research using spoken
corpora and corpus linguistics methods are not only restricted to
research projects and linguistic conferences. Rather, as King et al.
(2011, p. 49) put it, “[we] intend to continue to find venues and ways to
make our findings more widely known at the community level.”
According to Kendall (2011), most Maori and indigenous language
teachers find the MAONZE project “helpful in validating their informal
observations and confirming that an emphasis on pronunciation in
language learning should not be just at the beginners’ stages” (p. 49).
Subsequently, the MAONZE project and its research team enabled
Maori and indigenous language teachers to develop a pronunciation
tool that helped bridge the differential generational gap between Maori
older native speakers and Maori younger speakers whom were
considered second language speakers (Kendall, 2011).

Up till this point of the paper, readers should have recognized the
recurrent emphasis on proposing a spoken corpus of Saudi Arabic, but
not a spoken and written one (or even only written). This decision
might provoke the following question: why spoken rather than written?
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It is important to clarify here that it is not intended to say that written
corpora cannot aid sociolinguistic queries. Baker (2010) and Siily
(2011) have shown how written corpora can be well suited for
sociolinguistic analysis. Rather, the decision of proposing and
designing a sociolinguistic corpus is similar to Davies” when he wrote
exclusively about spoken corpora (Davies, 2013) in the seminal
sociolinguistic volume edited by Mallinson et al. (2013). Although,
given Davies’ experience with the Corpus of Contemporary American
English (COCA), he can write about both spoken and written corpora.
Historically speaking, the traditions of sociolinguistic research (Eckert,
2012) have overwhelmingly rested on spoken unconventional corpora
through which sociolinguists trace non-standard varieties or the
vernacular (Kendall, 2011). Another reason for the repeated emphasis
on proposing and designing a sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi
Arabic comes from the goals and the focus for which such a corpus will
be built— DMs and the sociolinguistics of DMs. DMs are a typical and
distinctive feature of spoken rather than written language (Baker,
2010); and for the sociolinguistic investigations of DMs to be
conducted in Saudi Arabic, a sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi
Arabic needs to be carefully mapped out and designed. Therefore, the
following subsection considers sources, collection and structures of
data. This is an important step for mapping out and constructing the
sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic.

4.2 Sources, collection and structures of data

One of the most important initial steps for corpora construction is
looking for sources of materials that fit the aims a corpus is built for.
This section offers some sources of spoken materials that help in
building the proposed sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic.
For ethical and practical considerations related to data collection
(Childs et al., 2011; King et al., 2011), it is advisable to view the work
in this section as several stages of data collection in which every stage
features procedures that could systematically initiate the sociolinguistic
corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic.

Laulalg Wil rogle Glao




—— Dr. Yahya Abdu A. Mobarki

The first stage of data collection will focus on what is publicly
available and easily accessible from the existing spoken resources. For
instance, sources of spoken language of unscripted speech on television
and radio programs represent one possibility (Davies, 2009; 2010;
2013; Holmes, 1988; Stubbe and Holmes, 1995). Speech that is
publicly available online, for example on YouTube, represent another
possibility (Davies, 2009; 2010; 2013; Holmes, 1988; Stubbe and
Holmes, 1995). Note that a good number of these programs have freely
downloadable transcripts or transcripts available on CDs/DVDs with
their broadcast episodes. It is very important to clarify that these
transcripts are available in Arabic standard orthography and this raises
issues related to transcription protocols. These issues are discussed in
the section designated for transcription protocols. According to Davies
(2013, p. 211), there are two limitations with such transcripts
concerning “the naturalness of the language” and “the difficulty in
coding them for demographic information, e.g., age, gender, ethnicity,
or socioeconomic status.” Despite these potential limitations, these
programs and their transcripts still show colloquial linguistic features
such as DMs like and you know, in other words, typical features of
everyday conversational settings. As such, the use of DMs in the
spoken language drawn from television and radio programs might
motivate sociolinguistic questions related to the frequency and
pragmatic functions of DMs across different forms of mediated
language and/or sociolinguistic questions across different genres of
spoken language.

King et al. (2011) added that the archives of national and local radio
and television stations could be accessible; these could serve as good
sources of spoken language. Spoken language from such resources can
crystallize interesting sociolinguistic questions in terms of language
variation and change in which recordings for “historical speakers”
might be obtained and compared with the speakers of younger
generations (King et al., 2011). Nevertheless, recordings extracted from
television and radio archives usually face the challenge of finding good
quality sound, suitable for transcription and sociolinguistic analysis,

02021 plpo - 1442 wuay(27) 2a=ll




Towards a Design Process for the Sociolinguistic ... ——

since these recordings use broadcast conventions, and as such they
mostly have background music (King et al., 2011). Table 1 shows a
sample of initial data incorporated from Saudi TV shows in the
sociolinguistic corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic.

Table 1: A Sample of Saudi TV Shows in the Corpus

Number of
participant Age Show Topics Publication Length Broadcast
TV show LT3 ST raf e catego discsssed date bibTig channel
host g sory Second
(gender)
62 Saudi
1 females; 4 13-18 Talk show young 4/1/2015 45:06
Althaminah males) authors MBC1
4 (1 male; 3 . Saudi
2 ’ >30 Talk show southern 1/25/2016 42:30
females)
food
5 (4 males; Topics of .
Alusbu§ fi 3 1 female) > 30 Talk show the week 3/12/2016 46:26 Rotana
Satah 4 Semaless |30 | papcghow | TOPISOT 10000016 | 4:o | Khaliiiah
1 female) the week
Sport Saudi
5 3 (males) >30 ports soccer 4/6/2016 54:22
show .
Alkura topics Sports 24
Tatakallam Sport Saudi P
6 3 (males) >30 ports soccer 11/20/2016 | 55:57
show .
topics
2 (2 males); Education/ Academic
7 one caller > 30 academic success 12/5/2015 59:55
Almustashar (male) show {EN TV
AttaSlimi 2 (2 males); Education/ Saudi
8 3 callers > 30 academic studying 2/14/2016 49:50
(males) show abroad
2 (males)
and several Religious/ Religi
9 callers >30 social CUBIOUS 111302015 | 55:20
matters
(males and show
Fatawa females) Saudi TV1
2 (males)
and several Religious/ Religious
10 callers > 30 social & 6/19/2016 45:24
matters
(males and show
females

*> 30 refers to age range more than 30 years old.

The second stage of data collection will focus on eliciting spoken
language collected in more natural and informal settings. That is,
language informed by the sociolinguistic treatments of DMs, and the
sociolinguistic investigations intersected with corpus linguistics. The
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research team will seek naturalistic and authentic speech through
sociolinguistic fieldwork and sociolinguistic data collection methods
such as sociolinguistic interviews. Speaking from an insider Arabic
cultural point of view and from a scholarly point of view, there is a
remarkable proliferation of heroic and nostalgic stories (Eckert, 2008)
about the old life in the desert. There is also a noticeable proliferation
of heroic and nostalgic stories about the life of work such as military
life. Such types of narratives, if systematically prompted, elicited, and
documented, would benefit sociolinguistic investigations in general,
and the field of narrative analysis in particular. Additionally, oral
narratives of personal experience, a feature of everyday conversational
settings, can be highly useful for getting naturalistic speech. Casual
informal conversations prompted by sociolinguistic interview methods
(Barbieri, 2008; Erman, 1992; Holmes, 1986; 1990; Stubbe & Holmes,
1995; Tagliamonte, 2005; Wouk, 1999) focusing on informal topics
such as “school activities, hobbies, sports, friends, and lots of
commiseration about problems with parents,” (Tagliamonte, 2005, p.
1899) and husbands and wives, for instance, serve as good sources for
building a corpus that meets sociolinguistic queries.

The collection of spoken language using sociolinguistic field
methods brings challenges related to speakers’ access and recruitment.
For that, King et al. (2011) and Levon (2013) suggested the use of the
sociolinguistic ‘friend of a friend’ technique (Milroy, 1987). Thus, the
research team of this project will make initial contact with their friends
and acquaintances who could help recruit participants to take part in
this project. Furthermore, the snowball sampling (Goodman, 1961;
Levon, 2013) technique, the most commonly used method in social
sciences, will be appropriate in many of the Saudi contexts that value
social relationships and social networks. Data elicitation will also
include different age groups such as subjects drawn from elderly and
younger generations. Table 2 presents only a sample distribution of the
(expected) elicited spoken data in the corpus.
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Table 2: A Sample Distribution of Elicited Spoken Data
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Saudi

Number of

Collection

Region Eomis Age range participants method Length
5 males 20-40
. 5 females 20 -40 "
Asit 5 males 40-60 20 z 5
5 females 40 — 60 = 2
5 males 20-40 “E 2
Najran 5 females 20-40 20 é i
5 males 40 — 60 & 9
5 females 40 - 60 2 E
5 males 20 —-40 :TE g
. 5 females 20 —40 8 A
Riyadh 5 males 40— 60 20 7
5 females 40 — 60

The readers should note that Table 2 is only a sample of the
suggested elicitation of spoken data. Whenever possible and accessible,
elicitation of the spoken data is planned to incorporate the 13 Saudi
regions (Riyadh, Makkah, Madinah, Jazan, Najran, Asir, Al-Bahah,
Tabuk, Eastern Region, Qassim, Hail, Jouf, and Northern Borders). The
data will be collected from a total of 20 participants in each Saudi
region. The distribution of participants includes 5 males and 5 females
(age range 20 — 40) and 5 males and 5 females (age range 40 — 60).
The sociolinguistic interview is the method of data collection. The
length of each sociolinguistic interview is expected to range between
30 minutes and one hour with each participant. The elicitation of
spoken data from these 13 Saudi regions is an ongoing and gradual
process.

Despite the implementation of the above techniques of in order to
secure participants’ recruitment, as a result of cultural and religious
reasons, there is still a big challenge of recruiting female participants if
the research team members are males: how to recruit female
participants? This is not to say that recruiting female participants is
impossible; it is just to seek and spell out appropriate methods for data
collection from female participants. The solution offered for this
challenge is to follow the methodological tradition of sociolinguists
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where they “often try to match interviewers to interviewees in terms of
age and gender” (Labov 2000, cited in King et al., 2011, p.43).
Therefore, trained female fieldworkers utilizing participants’
recruitment techniques and data collection can easily access Saudi
female population and elicit naturalistic speech of importance to
sociolinguists. These suggested techniques are expected to be useful in
compiling a database and creating a corpus that models representativity
and balancedness in the initial stages of the corpus construction.

Transcription protocols and conventions represent the next step after
data collection procedures. The next subsection discusses transcription
protocols and conventions.

4.3 Transcription protocols

Transcription protocols appeared to be a recurrent topic of great
importance in the surveyed studies of DMs and the scholarly treatments
of sociolinguistic corpora construction. These studies and scholarly
discussions strongly asserted the importance of establishing,
developing, and maintaining transcription protocols that aid
sociolinguistic analysis. There are several methodological reasons for
bringing up the issue of transcription in such a detailed fashion here:
first, “the development of a transcription protocol that encourages
quick transcription while providing enough structure that all of the
transcribers are producing consistent documents has been a
negotiation” (Childs et al., 2011, p. 171). Second, uniform transcription
conventions and protocols in corpora construction, or any
sociolinguistic treatment dealing with discourse-pragmatic variation,
have always been a challenge for sociolinguists because of the use of
idiosyncratic and differential transcription conventions that influence
the overall word counts, raw frequency, and normalized frequency
tabulations. Such influences lead, on many occasions, to misleading
sociolinguistic results and interpretations (Pichlar, 2010). Such a
process of thinking, both hypothetically and practically, greatly helps in
establishing the reliability of the proposed corpus.

02021 plpo - 1442 wuay(27) 2a=ll




Towards a Design Process for the Sociolinguistic ... ——

Consideration of adopting transcription conventions and developing
transcription protocols raises the issue of either employing and
following standard Arabic spelling and orthography or following the
Roman alphabet’s style of transcription. This issue is highlighted here
because there is a fairly good number of transcripts for radio and TV
programs available in Arabic standard orthography. The serious
question is: what style of transcription should be adopted? With
technological advancements and computing features, however, there
could be two possible solutions: (1) transcribers can follow a standard
Arabic spelling and orthography accompanied by the use of Arabic
transliteration conventions, while using and keeping the standardized
transcription codes and conventions for paralinguistic features such as
pauses and intonation contours with the Arabic transliteration model, or
(2) transcribers can follow an Arabic transliteration model
accompanied by the use of standard Arabic spelling and orthography,
while using and keeping the standardized transcription codes and
conventions with the standard Arabic orthography.

The solution to the above problem should become clear by
answering the question: what style of transcription will be most useful
and effective? Determining the usefulness and effectiveness of one of
the suggested transcription models over the other should involve
considering many factors of great importance to corpora, including, but
not limited to: (1) the envisioned audience of the proposed corpus, (2)
the long-term availability and accessibility of the proposed corpus, (3)
adaptations of the proposed corpus for use with concordance programs
(Childs, et al., 2011) such as AntConc (Baker, 2010; Barbieri, 2008) or
Praat and Microsoft applications and spreadsheets (King et al., 2011),
(4) the availability or otherwise of the original sound files, (5) the issue
of readability, (6) the issues of speed and standardization (Childs et al.,
2011, p. 171), (7) dealing with local, and sometimes, subtle linguistic
features (Childs et al., 2011, p. 171) such as “weredn’t ‘was/were not’,
luh ‘look (you know)’, wuh ‘what’, b’y ‘boy’, yeer ‘your’, and hees
‘his’ in the Newfoundland English in the Petty Harbor project, (8)
consistency with the available shared corpora and/or linguistic

S |
B Mg W

Laulalg Wi Ul fogle dlag maRa 400




—— Dr. Yahya Abdu A. Mobarki

literature, (9) convenience and conformity with the technological and
computerized features, (10) taking into account what Arabic transcripts
are already available that use standard Arabic spelling and orthography,
(11) familiarity with transcription codes and conventions, (12) the
degree of commitment and collaboration among the interested research
members and among the interested governmental agencies and
academic institutions for launching the proposed corpus, (13) the
(expected) sociopolitical and financial pressures that are usually
exerted by the interested governmental agencies and academic
institutions, (14) the goal of sharing transcripts and making them
accessible for different kinds of sociolinguistic analysis, (15)
negotiations among members of interested research teams (Childs et al.,
2013), (16) how faithful a transcription should be (Keune et al., 2005),
and (17) uniformity that enables search and comparison across different
variables and different genres or subgenres (Gregersen & Barner-
Rasmussen, 2011).

From another angle, the sociolinguistic treatments of DMs
(Andersen, 2001; Erman, 1992; Grant, 2010; Holmes, 1986; 1988;
1990; Pichler, 2009) have shown that these linguistic items are
grammatically, functionally, and distributionally sensitive to their
prosodic environments, contextual patterns, utterance positions, pauses,
intonational patterns, false starts, hesitations, overlapping, and
combinations with other linguistic elements. For instance, in a series of
studies examining the functional distribution of DMs used by men and
by women, Holmes (1986; 1988; 1990) has shown how prosodic
features (e.g., stress, pauses, and intonation), syntactic positions, and
contextual information helped identifying the functions and distribution
of you know, I think, and of course respectively. Within these
successive discussions (Holmes, 1986; 1988; 1990), Holmes argued
that although ‘form’ is important for analysis, it cannot alone be a
sufficient basis for categorization. According to Holmes (1990, p. 185),
such features make it “important to devise a methodology to protect
against avoidable bias in the [stages of] data analysis.” Therefore, while
developing transcription protocols for the proposed corpus, transcribers
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should take into consideration the maintenance of prosodic features,
filled and unfilled pauses, fillers, general extenders, minimal responses,
interjections, and false starts adjacent to DMs. It is important to note
that the articles that introduce and discuss sociolinguistic corpora
construction rarely, if ever, touch on such methodological protocols.
Such information was found only in the sociolinguistic treatments of
DMs cited in this paper.

Putting in mind the aforementioned challenges, potentials, factors,
reasons, and justifications, the transcribers preferred and developed a
particular model of transcriptions for the suggested sociolinguistic
corpus of spoken Saudi Arabic. After several attempts of testing and
trials, transcribers followed the standard Arabic spelling and
orthography accompanied by the use of transliteration conventions. The
transliteration conventions are adopted from the Encyclopedia of
Arabic Language and Linguistics (EALL; Versteegh, 2006, p.viii) with
minor modifications adapted from the International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA). The table in appendix A illustrates the used transliteration
conventions. In addition, transcribers adapted transcription conventions
for paralinguistic features (e.g., intonation, pauses, etc.) from Jefferson
(2004) with a few additions and modifications. The table in appendix B
demonstrates the used transcription conventions. The spoken data in the
corpus is presented following this layout:

(a) The first line is a rough Arabic transcription of the spoken

data.

(b) The second line is a transliteration of the spoken data with

the transcription conventions for paralinguistic features.

(c) For convenient reference, numbers were provided for the

original Arabic lines of the spoken data.

The following is an illustrative sample for the model of transcription

protocols and conventions used in the proposed sociolinguistic corpus
of spoken Saudi Arabic:
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Illustrative sample
I AH: aggn sl opy g s ssl 3l
zziyadah  wiinha, wiin zziyadah hhhh=
2NA: srboysld s o o
=yTa¢nil jiib bebsi Sawarma ya§ni.=
3 AH: o Sl Lyl Cob 4
=hhh tayyib muSahdina lkiram...

In the above illustrative sample, the readers can observe examples of
DMs used in Saudi Arabic. There are two instances of the DM ya¢ni
(=) in line 2, one instance is turn-initial and another token is turn-
final. There is also one instance of the DM tayyib (—+k) in line 3. Bold
and italics indicate the instances of Saudi Arabic DMs in the corpus.

The reason for suggesting, developing, and preferring such a model
of transcription protocols and conventions (among others) is that it is
the most useful and most effective one given the 17 factors and aspects
mentioned and discussed previously. The transcription and coding
processes should also consider metadata. This is another important step
for motivating sociolinguistic queries of DMs.

4.4 Metadata

The review of the sociolinguistic treatments of DMs and the
consultation of corpus sociolinguistic articles have highlighted the
significance of providing metadata of the spoken collected materials
included in the proposed corpus as well as metadata about the
participants contributing to the corpus. Importantly, these scholarly
treatments have helped uncover the kinds of meta-information
necessary for sound sociolinguistic research. These treatments have
shown that adding the appropriate metadata and including that as an
input in a corpus will stimulate new routes for sociolinguistic research
using corpora and corpus methods. Table 3 in the following gives an
overview of the expected metadata included in the corpus.
i
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Table 3: A Summary of the Metadata Included in the Corpus

Participant metadata Text (transcript/spoken) metadata
1. Age 1. Speech genre (e.g. narrative; casual
2. Gender conversation; interview)

3. Geographic location (origin) 2. Place of recording

4. Number of years in the geographic origin | 3. Time of recording

5. Other geographic locations 4. Length of recording

6. Number of years in other geographic | 5. Number of words

locations 6. Number of participants recorded
7. Language contact 7. Same sex or mixed sex interaction
8. Level of education 8. Medium of collection

9. Number of languages spoken

10. Ethnicity

11. Tribal affiliation

Note that table 3 elucidates the canonical social variables of
importance to sociolinguists and sociolinguistic investigations: age,
gender, geography, social class, language contact, and ethnicity. Other
social factors were also added. Such social factors might have
significant impact on the use of language in Saudi Arabic contexts,
specifically the stratified use of DMs for instance tribal affiliation as a
social factor in Saudi Arabic. Tribal affiliation can be used as an
indication of dialect areas in which dialect variation is expected to
appear in the use of DMs. It is important to note that, linguistically
speaking, dialect variation can be minimal between adjacent areas and
maximal between relatively distant and distant areas. By glancing at
Table 3, one might think of including lots of information. Reliability of
corpora and the intention to build a corpus that stimulates a wide
variety of sociolinguistic questions of DMs, for example, are reasons to
include such detailed and subtle metadata.

In the following, Table 4 provides some examples of the suggested

metadata scheme for the context of the proposed sociolinguistic corpus
of spoken Saudi Arabic.
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Table 4: An Example of the Suggested Metadata Scheme for the Corpus

Alkura Tatakallam (Saudi Sports TV show)

Specific ..
Speaker | Role | Age Gender/ Work Discussed Publication .Length Broadcast
sex . date Min:Second channel
Topics
Ahmed Journalism
(AH) Host 37 Male and media
Episode 1 (KEP1) 4/6/2016 54:22 Sports 24
Khalid Journalist, | - Elections for
(K?-Il) Guest | 43 Male lawyer, SAFF*;
consultant | Candidates for
Business the elections;
Fahad > | - Derby between
(FA) Guest | 49 Male ;glmst Al-Nassr and
YSH | Al-Ittihad
Episode 2 (KEP2) 11/20/2016 55:57 Sports 24
Team
sutan |
u Guest | 43 Male . responsibilities
SU) previous
and
football L
obligations
coach
between
Lawyer,
Nawaf sports players and
(NA) Guest | 35 Male business their teams
agent

* Saudi Arabian Football Federation

Table 4 presents the available and accessible participants’ metadata

including speakers’ identities, age, gender, role of participants, and
work. Note that the metadata of work might have some implications for
the level of education and the socioeconomic status of the speakers.
Table 4 also offers the available and accessible texts’ metadata
including speech genre (spoken Saudi sports TV show), publication
date, length of episodes, place of recording (broadcast channel Sports
24), medium of collection (broadcast channel Sports 24), same sex
interactions (male participants), the number of participants (3 in each
episode), and the specific discussed topics.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, no one single paper can encapsulate all the guiding
principles and the important details for building a sociolinguistic corpus
of spoken Saudi Arabic that can support sociolinguistic investigations.
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Rather, such principles will be of great interest for subsequent papers.
Although this paper is an attempt to propose a sociolinguistic corpus of
spoken Saudi Arabic that fulfills sociolinguistic queries, this attempt
might be a starting point for stimulating sociolinguistics experts to
build and launch connected corpora based on other varieties of Arabic
similar to those of the International English Corpora (ICE) where
different varieties of English are represented such as Australian English
and New Zealand English (Miller, 2009) and South African English
(Huddlestone & Fairhust, 2013).

Building and launching an Arabic spoken corpus will not only be of
value for sociolinguistics; it will also be of great value to many
different linguistic fields such as discourse analysis, pragmatics,
historical linguistics, syntax, and morphology. It will be clear that
potential benefits of building and launching an Arabic spoken corpus
will be worth the extra work and risk. Such a corpus is expected to be
usable by many people including researchers, educators, and even
members of interested Arabic communities. For the utility of this
corpus to succeed, it should not be limited to certain social variables;
rather, it is crucial for this corpus to incorporate diverse Saudi Arabic
varieties, spoken genres, and speakers, to name a few. Finally, it is
hoped that this proposal finds encouragement, support, and
collaboration from the Saudi research community as well as Saudi
communities themselves, and the people who share an interest in Saudi
Arabic linguistic studies in general, and Arabic sociolinguistics studies
in particular. It is also hoped that this proposal motivates people who
care about discovering new directions and research ideas/projects that
illuminate our understanding of various linguistic phenomena,

methodologies, and/or theories.
k sk o3k
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Appendix A
TRANSLITRATION CONVENTIONS

The transliteration conventions used in the sociolinguistic corpus of
spoken Saudi Arabic are adopted from the Encyclopedia of Arabic
Language and Linguistics (EALL; Versteegh, 2006, p.viii) with minor
modifications adapted from the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

The following table illustrates the used transliteration conventions.

The Arabic sound/letter

The transcription symbol

Examples

5 3ea «o/glottal stop

G e b G [ rore b“t% G.G &L A v [

Shadda
Short vowels
Long vowels

< EESE RO RGNS B NS X ST O

double consonants
a,i,u
aa, ii, uu

28ya ‘things’
bukrah ‘tomorrow’
taCliim ‘education’
mithal ‘example’
jamiil ‘beautiful’
muhami ‘lawyer’
xamsa ‘five’
duktur ‘doctor’
?staad ‘mister’
ramz ‘code’

fuz ‘win’

?sasi ‘basic’
masruu§ ‘project’
sut ‘vote’

zalaam ‘dark’
tawil ‘tall; long’
la€ib ‘player’
garib ‘strange’
fariq ‘team/club’
qalb ‘heart’
kurah ‘ball’

rajul ‘man’

najm ‘star’

sanah ‘year’
hadaf ‘goal’
waraqa ‘paper’
yimkin ‘probably’
diqqah ‘accuracy’
qalb ‘heart’
zalaam ‘dark’
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Appendix B
TRANSCRIPTION CONVENTIONS

Transcription conventions were adapted from Jefferson (2004) with

a few additions and modifications.
() Pauses

= Equal sign marks latched talk when used between two contributions of
turns by two different speakers. The equal sign also marks a continuation
of talk/turn by one speaker

Final intonation

. Continuing intonation

0 Rise in intonation
d Drop in intonation
? Questioning intonation
Underlining Emphasis/stress
- A hyphen indicates an abrupt interruption/abrupt in talk/speech
# Creaky voice
yaSni Bold and italics indicate the analyzed instances of DM
ya::§ni:: Colons mark elongated speech and/or a stretched sound
[1] Square brackets mark overlapped speech
.hh Audible inhalation
hhh laughter in speech/talk
Three dots indicate either previous and/or following deleted talk/speech
(@)] Transcriber’s/researcher’s comment

* %%
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Introduction

This article sheds light on motherhood as a theme which — to my
knowledge — has not been thoroughly explored to date in Dollie
Radford’s volumes of poetry published in the last decades of the
nineteenth century. It positions Radford’s depiction of the theme within
Victorian conventions, and simultaneously in line with the radical
meanings embraced by her contemporary women poets, including
Christina Rossetti, Alice Meynell and Augusta Webster. In doing so,
the article approaches the representation of motherhood at different
levels, thereby eschewing a fixed reading of the selected poems. It
offers an insight into Radford’s conflict as a mother who wishes to
enlighten both her children and the future generation away from the
prevailing doctrines of her time. Thus, the argument presented herein
adds to the existing body of knowledge on Radford and challenges the
gendered readings imposed upon her poems by Victorian reviewers'".

Caroline Maitland, the maiden name of Dollie Radford, was an
active member of nineteenth-century literary circles and a close friend
of significant names in the history of English literature and culture,
including Eleanor Marx, Olive Schreiner, George Bernard Shaw and
many others. In 1883, she got married to Ernest Radford and later had
three children: Maitland, Hester and Margarete. As a woman in a
patriarchal society, Radford was torn between her maternal duties and
her passion as a poet seeking recognition. This conflict is a striking
theme in many of her published poems but has rarely been
acknowledged in the existing literature.

The discussion presented in this article is built on studies conducted
by a handful of contemporary scholars who perceive Radford’s poems as
revolutionary and subversive. In “Dollie Radford and the Ethical
Aesthetics of Fin-de-Siécle Poetry”, Ruth Livesey points out: “Trace
Radford to the 1880s and 90s and she is to be found sitting under two
distinct signs: a political banner and the careful engraving of an aesthetic
frontispiece” (Livesey, 2016: 496). Livesey identifies Radford as an
active member in socialist campaigns of late-Victorian England.
Accordingly, her article offers an in-depth reading of Radford’s poems,

02021 plpad - 1442 way (27) aa=ll




Beyond the Gendered Stereotypes: The Conflict of Motherhood ... ——

including “Two Songs” (1891) and “If you will sing the songs I play”
(1895), which address the poet’s political opinions. Although this paper
does not consider Radford’s engagement with nineteenth-century
politics, it builds on Livesey’s account of Radford’s unconventional
ideals, finding them reflected in her portrayal of motherhood.

In a more recent article, LeeAnne Richardson associates a few of
Radford’s poems with the radical politics of the periodicals and
magazines in which they were published. Richardson maintains that
“Radford was able to write poetry that exploits the tension between
public action and private utterance” (Richardson, 2012: 11). As we
shall see later in this article, “the tension” Richardson refers to is
evident in Radford’s poems which address the theme of motherhood. I
take Richardson’s argument forward and explore it in poems which are
not yet considered by contemporary scholars.

Like Livesey and Richardson, Emily Harrington sheds light on
Radford, yet using a more conventional approach. She argues that
Radford “makes no claims of finding or producing what is new or
original. Ultimately, what she does defend is the small, the minor, the
incomplete” (Harrington, 2014: 141). On the one hand, Harrington’s
argument shows that Radford had no intention of mastering “new”
poetic forms. However, she points out that in her use of such short
songs, Radford was able to give voice to socially marginalised figures,
including the working class. On the other hand, Harrington concludes
that Radford’s short songs, such as “Shall I make a song for you”
(1895), which represent the mother-child relationship, are “unoriginal”
and conform to social norms. My analysis of Radford’s poems
challenges Harrington’s argument by highlighting Radford’s use of
unconventional images and metaphors, thereby questioning the
stereotypes of motherhood imposed in a male-dominated society.

This article takes the previously mentioned arguments about
Radford and explores some of her poems that have yet to be considered
by contemporary scholars. It begins by offering a contextual
background on the prevailing beliefs on motherhood in the author’s
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time and how it was expected to be a woman’s sole duty. Building on
the first section, the article then moves to discuss Radford’s
representation of the theme in her poems “Spring Song” and “What
Song Shall I Sing?”, both published in her first volume, A4 Light Load
(1891). The following section, “Subverting Nursery Rhymes in Songs
for Somebody”, considers Radford’s possible intention to hide
subversive meanings in her poems “Close to the window” and “Lost in
the midnight”, published in her book for children, Songs for Somebody
(1893). The last section demonstrates how the mother figure is
overwhelmed by domestic duties in “In Summer Days”, which appears
in Radford’s volume, Songs and Other Verses (1895).

Given that the thematic focus and the selected poems included in
this study have so far been overlooked by contemporary scholars, I aim
to add to the existing body of knowledge on Radford by showing how
her poetry engages with and simultaneously challenges Victorian
conventions concerning motherhood. In addition, my analysis of the
poems places Radford alongside other revolutionary women poets such
as Christina Rossetti, Alice Meynell® and Augusta Webster', whose
representations of the same theme of motherhood also confront the
status quo. The significance of this study lies in the way it moves the
debate on Radford forward, emphasising that her poetry is worthy of
more attention.

Motherhood in the Victorian Context

The expectation that women would become submissive wives and
devoted mothers, along with the idealisation of such a role, were flagship
characteristics of the Victorian period. As Lynn Abrams points out:

Marriage signified a woman’s maturity and respectability, but
motherhood was confirmation that she had entered the world of
womanly virtue and female fulfilment. For a woman not to
become a mother meant she was liable to be labelled inadequate,
a failure or in some way abnormal. Motherhood was expected of
a married woman and the childless single woman was a figure to
be pitied. (Abrams, 2016: 6)
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Married women were not expected to have dreams of their own;
rather their ultimate goal was to fulfil their husbands’ needs.
Motherhood was indeed a vital part of their marital duties and was
viewed as a sacrosanct function. Due to the existing limitations on
women’s access to education and the public sphere, middle-class
women had no choice but to get married and meet the prevailing social
expectations of ideal motherhood. In reference to the Victorian
definition of “good mothers”, Emma Griffin argues:

Good mothers, they agreed, worked tirelessly to ensure a clean,
well-ordered home. Their duties involved the wise spending of a
husband’s meager wage, and the endless rounds of cleaning,
cooking, and sewing necessary for the physical well-being of the
family. (Griffin, 2018: 67)

Women were perceived as merely household vessels who produce
children and run domestic duties. Such doctrines were dominant during
the nineteenth century and have influenced the ethics and themes
represented in the literary works published throughout the century.
However, the following sections show how women poets, including
Radford, Rossetti, Meynell and Webster, sought to challenge the
gendered stereotypes imposed on them by their male counterparts.

The Duality of Motherhood in Radford’s 4 Light Load

Radford’s volume A Light Load (1891) starts with a poem entitled
“Spring Song” accompanied with the illustration shown in Figure 1.
The illustration portrays a mother holding her child to show him/her the
view of the moon and stars from the window, plausibly anticipating a
brighter future. Although illustrations may contribute to our
understanding of certain poems, this is not always the case with
Victorian poetry. Lorraine Janzen Kooistra explores that “artist[s] took
control of the book as a whole in a way that sometimes left both
publishers and authors puzzling over the results. In the 1890s the visual
held sway over the verbal as never before” (Kooistra, 2002: 409). The
inaccuracy of artists’ illustrations may be due to the fact that these
artists, like their critic and reviewer counterparts, may have been
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influenced by the surface of women’s poetry, disregarding the
possibility of subversive messages. Therefore, the illustration/poem
relationship in Radford’s poetry should be approached with caution,
especially when the existing image, like the one accompanied in
“Spring Song”, does not fully conform to arguments raised by
contemporary scholars. For example, after her analysis of a number of
poems in A Light Load, Richardson describes Songs and Other Verses
(1895) as “Radford’s second book of poems for adults” (Richardson,
2000: 113). Thus, Richardson implies that 4 Light Load is Radford’s
first book of poems for adults, not children. Therefore, even when the
mother/child relationship is addressed in this collection, a fixed reading
should be challenged and the complexity of the the original texts should
be highlighted.

“Spring Song” is a poem that may be read at two levels. The use of
aesthetic language and nature images in a song, which is addressed by a
mother to her child, allow us to interpret its meanings as conforming to
conventional motherhood:

Ah love, the sweet spring
blossoms cling

To many a broken wind-
tossed bough,

And young birds among
branches sing,

That mutely hung till now.

The little new-born things which lie
In dewy meadows, sleep and dream
Beside the brook that twinkles by
To some great lonely stream.

And children, now the day is told,
From many a warm and cosy nest,
Look up to see the young moon hold
The old moon to her breast.
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Dear love, my pulses throb and start

To-night with longings sweet and new,

And young hopes beat within a heart

Grown old in loving you. (“Spring Song”, 4 Light Load, p. 1)

At first glance, the poem shows that the mother does not attempt to
oppose her projected duties as a caring figure, but is simply singing to
her children about the spring season and the new life it brings to the
dull images left by the winter before it. The first two stanzas depict
images of the “cling” spring whose tree branches are similarly “hung
till now”. This shows that the new life implied in the metaphor for the
spring does not come yet — a meaning which is further emphasised in
the “sleep and dream” of “[t]he little new-born things”. This reading is
inspired by Livesey’s reading of the “spring” in Radford’s poem “Why
seems the world so fair” (1891). According to Livesey, the poem
“explores the resources of the aesthetic in preparing for a world of hope
in a future ‘Spring’” (Livesey, 2006: 505).

In the context of the 1890s, waiting for the spring may be read as the
anticipation of modern life and forms which were sought by many fin-
de-siecle writers and social reformers. Chris Snodgrass observes that
one way of perceiving the 1890s is as “the decade [which] represents
the creatively stale dead end of the Victorian age, which immediately
preceded the creatively resurgent Modern period” (Snodgrass, 2002:
321). The “creatively stale dead end of the Victorian age” that
Snodgrass refers to is depicted in the “cling” of the “sweet spring
blossoms”, indicating that Victorian literature and culture have reached
their peak and are waiting for the new.

Radford’s admiration of Romantic poets, including Percy Bysshe
Shelley”, whose reference to the spring season carries revolutionary
meanings in many of his poems, is of further significance to this
reading(s). In “Ode to the West Wind” (1820), for instance, Shelley
challenges the status quo through anticipating the spring: “If Winter
comes, can Spring be far behind?” (“Ode to the West Wind”, V: 14).
Luke Donahue argues that “whether the gaps and deaths in ‘Ode to the
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West Wind’ lead to a sudden revolutionary spring or the slow
encroachment of capitalism, they nevertheless lead to future life”
(Donahue, 2014: 223). The futurity in Shelley’s poem is associated
with new political and social systems — a fact which might have
influenced Radford’s choice of images in “Spring Song”. Radford’s
appreciation of Shelley’s poetry is recorded occasionally in her diary:
“John has just been in and given me a sweet volume of Shelley [...]
Shelley is my poet, I feel nearer to him than to any: I understand him I
think so clearly” (Radford Diary, 7 July 1883). Radford’s own
declaration provides further support for the possibility of an association
between spring and a bright future in the political realm.

The idea of waiting for the new is more explicitly expressed in the
same volume in “My Songs”, which begins: “There is no unawakened
string,/ No untried note for me to ring,/ No new-found song for me to
sing” (“My Songs”, 1-3). In her reading of these lines, Richardson
argues: “Her sense of belatedness, of coming too late to contribute
something new, accords with fin-de-si¢cle concerns that British culture
had reached its apex” (Richardson, 2000: 112). Radford’s engagement
with such debate in a poem which is meant to be, at least from a
Victorian perspective, a children’s challenges the limited role imposed
on Victorian mothers and the conservative education they were
supposed to deliver to their children.

Motherhood in Victorian women’s poetry is not always portrayed as
Victorians wished it to be; similarly, the moral messages expressed in
women’s poetry were not exclusive to fixed ideals and beliefs. While
the speaker makes it obvious that the addressee is her children, there is
a possibility of hidden meanings about women’s hopes. The social
context of the poem allows us to interpret the poet’s choice of phrases
and images in a more subversive way than it otherwise suggests.
Linking the implied meanings of the “spring” images in the first half of
the poem to the mother’s call in the second half may be one way of
Radford’s to express her unconventional thoughts as a mother. In
addition, reading the word “nest” as a metaphor for home, which is
described as “warm and cosy”, mirrors the social idealisation of
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marriage and domestic life. From the heart of this nest, the mother calls
the next generation through her personification of the moon. By
holding “the old moon to her breast”, the young moon, possibly
referring to the younger generation, holds the same dreams that could
not be achieved by their mothers. Instead of teaching her children
domestic duties, the mother asks them to pursue her dreams of the new.
More importantly, the fact that the speaker describes her hopes as
young and having finally “[g]rown old in loving” her children may be
interpreted as a reflection of the hardships of maternal duties.

This reading takes as its clue Meynell’s depiction of a young heroine
complaining about the burden of nursing her child in “Cradle-Song at
Twilight” (1895):

The child not yet is lulled to rest.

Too young a nurse, the slender Night

So laxly holds him to her breast

That throbs with flight.

He plays with her, and will not sleep.

For other playfellows she sighs;

An unmaternal fondness keep

Her alien eyes. (“Cradle-Song at Twilight”, Collected Poems of
Alice Meynell, p. 99)

Quoted in full, the poem barely conforms to the Victorian prospect
of motherly tender and protective sentiments. In her reading of the
poem, Angela Leighton points out: “The slip of reference through
several registers: nurse, Night, lover, mother, makes this jolting
‘Cradle-Song’ oddly devious and hardly motherly” (Leighton, 1992:
259-260). Leighton considers the poem to be a reflection of the poet’s
frustration rather than satisfaction with her maternal experience.
Meynell’s reference to the speaker’s age as “[t]oo young a nurse” may
be read as a form of weariness, which prevents her from feeling any joy
or love towards her child. The fact that she “laxly holds him” with
carelessness might be due to her immaturity and lack of knowledge or
even a result of her unwillingness to nurse the child.
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While Meynell uses the mother’s youth as a form of rejection of the
sacrificial models of motherhood, Radford shows that the mother’s
dreams and worries about her children’s future steal her youth and age
her'®. Although Radford’s portrayal of motherhood is more compatible
with Victorian mothers’ sacrificial nature, it ironically shows that
women forfeit their youth as a cost of good motherhood.

The language used in Radford’s poem is in line with her own
worries about her children’s morals and her desire to teach them
advanced and liberal thoughts, which are clear in some of the entries
she made in her diary under the subheading “To my dear children”. She
writes to her son, Maitland: “If you must have your fulfilled life, then
your sisters must also. There is no difference between you, only the
ideal which the world has made for women, God has not made it”
(Radford Diary, 4 June 1892). Radford’s belief the in equality between
men and women is obvious in these lines, which shed light on her role
as a loving mother who wishes to educate her son as a modern man and
a feminist. She does not want Maitland to grow up as a typical patriarch
who does not appreciate women’s dreams but makes it clear that there
is no difference between men and women except what has been created
by unjust human ideals.

A similar entry with similar implications is addressed to her daughters,
Hester and Margaret:

Hester & Margaret, when you are grown women. Remember men
are lonely — very lonely — in a knowledge of life which the
women to whom they belong do not share. Don’t let it come
between you. Do not shut yourself up with your ideal — go out &
understand all things [...] Do not be hurt by a knowledge you
have not had. (Radford Diary 4 June 1892)

Radford chooses to enlighten her daughters and teach them about
women’s emancipation. She wishes to enrich her daughters’ souls with
liberal thoughts which could grant them happiness and satisfaction
throughout their lives. Radford’s message shows her awareness of the
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limitations placed upon women of her generation and identifies them as
having been imposed by men. However, she advises her daughters to
overcome these values and not to become overly influenced by them.
She challenges the Victorian idealisation of women and their expected
place in the private sphere. Alternatively, she suggests that going out
would be best for their knowledge and would also improve their
understanding of life. In doing so, Radford challenges the status quo
concerning women’s education, and implicitly criticises figures, such
as John Ruskin (1819-1900), whose views on female education played
a role in shaping those values. According to Ruskin, women’s
education should be different from that received by men to only serve
the husband’s interests. His beliefs were clearly expressed in his
lectures Sesame and Lilies delivered at Manchester in 1864. He states
that “a man ought to know any language or science he learns,
thoroughly — while a woman ought to know the same language, or
science, only so far as may enable her to sympathise in her husband’s
pleasure, and in those of his best friends” (Ruskin, 1883: 73-74). The
morals in Ruskin’s lecture would indeed be an example of what
Radford refers to in her message to Maitland as “the ideal which the
world has made for women”. It is also the same kind of ideal that
encourages her to teach her daughters that men are “very lonely” in the
knowledge they refuse to share with their female companions. In
addition, the language Radford uses in both entries goes hand in hand
with the implied meanings in the poem above, where she asks her
children to “look up to see” the future beyond the “warm and cosy nest”.

Ruskin’s views were shared by some earlier Victorian women
writers, such as Dinah Craik (1826-1887), whose bestselling novel
John Halifax, Gentleman (1856), published ten years before Ruskin’s
work, addresses the distinction between men and women, especially in
terms of education and professions. Craik’s representation of John
Halifax, the hero, whose study, reading, and hard work are the virtues
which differentiate him from other people of his class, reveals her
views on women’s rights. In 4 Woman’s Thoughts about Women: By
the Writer of “John Halifax, Gentleman” (1859), Craik describes the

Laulalg vl Ll pgle Glao 426




—— Dr. Hadeel Jamal Azhar

equality between the sexes as “harmful” and claims:
No; equality of the sexes is not in the nature of things. Man and
woman were made for, and not like one another. [...] That both
sexes were meant to labour, ‘one by the sweat of his brow,” the
other ‘in sorrow to bring forth’ — and bring up — ‘children’ —
cannot, I fancy, be questioned. (Craik, 1858: 13-14)

As readers, we are introduced to Craik’s belief in the doctrine of the
complementarity of the sexes through John Halifax’s desire to learn
from the very beginning of the novel: “He thought a minute, and then
said in a low tone, ‘I can’t write, and I don’t know when I shall be able
to learn; I wish you would put down something in a book for me’”
(John Halifax, Gentleman, Ch.2). In contrast, Ursula March is
represented as a passive character who says: “I have no time to study
much myself” (John Halifax, Gentleman, Ch.12), and by the middle of
the novel the narrator continues to refer to her as “the mother”. By
placing John Halifax in the public sphere and Ursula March in the
private domain, Craik offers a fictional example of her own ideals of
women’s rights.

The passive role of the mother in Craik’s novel is questioned by
Radford’s representation of the unconventional mother, whose maternal
duties come into conflict with her career as a woman poet in “What
Song Shall I Sing?” This conflict is evident in Radford’s diary in which
she describes taking care of Maitland as distracting: “Quite impossible
to write up the last five weeks [...] The boy has been the object of
many visits at home: his presents cannot be counted: his shoes are
numberless” (Radford Diary, 1884: 143). This entry was made a month
after delivering Maitland, whose nursing made Radford’s writing an
“impossible” task. The same difficulty, that is “the difficulty of
combining the work of a poet with the work of a mother”, is addressed
by Richardson as the main theme of “What Song Shall I Sing?”
(Richardson, 2000: 112). The poem opens by asking the same question
as its title, hinting at the mother’s struggle to balance the demands of
childcare and writing:
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What song shall I sing to you
Now the wee ones are in bed,
What books shall I bring to you
Now each little sleepy head

Is tucked away on pillow white,
All sung and cosy for the night?

Many, many singers now,

Sing their new songs in the land,
Many writers bring us now

Many books to understand,

But I can sing, these evening times,
Only the children’s songs and rhymes

All the day they play with me,

My heart grows full of their looks,

And their prattle stays with me,

And I have no mind for books,

Nor care for any other tune

Than they have sung this golden June (“What Song Shall I Sing”, 4
Light Load, p. 27-28)

The speaker wonders what kind of books she should choose for
writing in the presence of many other works. She simultaneously
considers the existence of many writers and poets who write on
different subjects. As Richardson points out in her reading of the poem,
“[t]he proper subject of her poetry is a continued concern” (Richardson,
2000: 112). She refers to her contemporary poets as “singers” of “new
songs” rather than writers of longer narrative poems such as the epic
which is known for its representation of heroic tales. The poet’s choice
may be read in relation to Natalie Houston’s argument about how
shorter forms increasingly became more popular in late-Victorian
poetry, thereby announcing the end of long verse forms which had been
dominant until the middle of the nineteenth century”). Also, the
speaker’s final decision to sing “children’s songs and rhymes” is
possibly due to the lack of time which leaves her no choice but to write
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shorter songs about her domestic and maternal duties, the subjects of
her next two volumes, Songs for Somebody (1893), and Good Night
(1895).

Subverting Nursery Rhymes in Radford’s Songs for Somebody

While Radford’s second volume Songs for Somebody includes poems
that read like nursery rhymes, it may be argued that some of its poems
insinuate radical meanings to the younger generation. As Figure 2 shows,
the preface of the book includes a song consisting of two couplets
accompanied by an image of a young girl reading the volume. The girl,
possibly representing young women of future generations, may be the
“somebody” Radford targets and refers to in her title. Thus, Radford’s
revolutionary ideals and her support of women’s emancipation continue
to be valid subjects in many of her poems in this volume.

As shown in Figure 3, the illustration of “Close to the window”
shows a young girl watching the “little birds” addressed in the poem:

Close to the window
Only I know,

Three little birds sit
All in a row.

Hidden by roses

Only I see,

How the nest hangs there
Safe as can be.

Bigger and bigger

Growing each day

Soon you shall see them

Flying away. (“Close to the Window”, Songs for Somebody, p. 3).

By using the image of “birds”, which are sheltered in “the nest”,
Radford possibly implies Victorian women and their expected
attachment to the private sphere. As in “Spring Song”, by the end of the
poem the speaker makes it clear that these birds, like emancipated
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women, will leave behind their homes and “[f]ly[...] away”. In other
words, they favour freedom over being imprisoned in a “nest”, even if
this “nest” is described as “safe”. In doing so, Radford questions the
Victorian stereotypes of ideal womanhood and the segregation between
the private and the public spheres. In her most recent study on Radford,
Richardson offers a similar reading of Radford’s feminist poem “A
Novice” (1895). She states that the poem “demonstrates that women do
not have just one role, so changing their positions in society will not
overturn the social order: it will enact yet another adjustment in it”
(Richardson, 2017: 5). Richardson’s reading bolsters the previous
suggestion of Radford’s challenge of patriarchal doctrines which
restrict women’s freedom and limit their role to domesticity and
childbearing.

It is also worth noting Radford’s use of “roses” surrounding the nest.
In addition to their connotation with nature, roses are often read as
symbols of sexual love. In “Queering the Victorian Nursery”, Etti
Gordon Ginzburg offers a queer reading of selected Victorian nursery
rhymes, pointing out:

In the field of children’s literature, normative, binary representations
of gender have been increasingly challenged since the 1970s, following
the emergence of feminist criticism of works for adults. Primarily,
stereotypes have been criticized and the concept of gender—
masculinity and femininity as social constructs—has been introduced.
(Ginzburg, 2018: 380)

Given that the poem is narrated by an adult, possibly the mother, and
that roses and nests together may indicate heterosexual marriage, it may
be argued that Radford is preparing the “little birds” to set themselves
free by “[f]lying away” rather than holding on that convention.

In the same volume, “Lost in the midnight” is another poem which
raises questions about the messages Radford wants to deliver in her
book for children:
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Lost in the midnight, do not be lonely.
This is the hour when the fairies roam,
Does a voice call you? no it is only
An elf who sings in his airy home.

But now the sprites with a spell have bound her,

She sleeps and dreams of a fairy band,

Who kissed her eyes when they passed and found her,

And led her home through the starlit land. (“Lost in the midnight”,
Songs for Somebody, p. 28)

The setting of the poem is reminiscent of Rossetti’s “Goblin Market”
(1862), which, despite the Victorian perception of it as a children’s tale,
has been encountered by contemporary critics as a feminist poem.
Michael Tosin Gbogi argues that the poem “subvert(s) patriarchal
hegemony through the demonization of the masculine figure(s) on the
one hand and the positive characterization of female essences on the
other” (Gbogi, 2014: 509). Rossetti undermines gendered stereotypes
through her representation of men as goblins, half animal and half
human being: “One had a cat’s face,/ One whisk’d a tail”, questioning
their authority over the sisters, Laura and Lizzie (“Goblin Market”, 71-
72). Likewise, Radford diminishes the traditional image of the male
figure by portraying him as a helpless “elf” who is only able to take on
a woman’s role — that of “singing”.

In addition, the speaker in Radford’s poem does not attempt to warn
the young girl from walking alone at midnight — a time when respected
middle-class women were expected to stay at home. In “Goblin
Market”, Lizzie, the maiden who conforms to Victorian norms, urges
her sister: “Dear, you should not stay so late,/ Twilight is not good for
maidens” (“Goblin Market”, 143-144). In contrast, the girl in Radford’s
poem is finally “led to her home”, safely suffering no consequences of
breaking existing rules. Thus, it is plausible to argue that Radford may
have intended to challenge the prevailing expectations of ideal
motherhood through the morals she taught her children.

02021 plpad - 1442 way (27) aa=ll




Beyond the Gendered Stereotypes: The Conflict of Motherhood ... ——

The Burdened Mother in Radford’s Songs and Other Verses

The question of motherhood continues in Radford’s following
volume, Songs and Other Verses (1895). Although this volume is
assessed by Radford’s contemporary scholars, no attention has been
given to “In Summer Days” so far. The poem begins with the speaker
complaining about the burden of domestic duties. She is “too tired to
rise” and is surrounded with “work undone” (“In Summer Days”, 3-5).
The speaker then addresses her children:

I weep for one short hour to sing

In all the day,

The happy fancies I would bring

The children’s play;

To give the gifts they ask of me,

which should be so free. (“In Summer Days”, Songs and Other

Verses, p. 21)

Radford’s frustration with her role as a mother, who cannot
accommodate her children’s needs, may have influenced the theme of
the poem. In 1892, her husband Ernest Radford, a poet and member of
The Rhymers’ Club, was institutionalised and she was left alone to
make a living for her three children®. The speaker’s sorrow and grief
are further emphasised in the following stanzas:

And ever I go out and in

More wearily,

With shrunken life so pale and thin,

And drearily

I murmur that I must not stay,

For their grief or play.

I must not stay, the hours are fleet,

And much to do,

And much to earn for daily meat,

The days all through,

To keep the little hard won nest

For the children’s rest. (“In Summer Days”, Songs and Other Verses,
p. 22)
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Radford’s choice of adverbs, such as “wearily” and “drearily”,
connotes hopelessness and despair. The mother’s tireless attempt to
provide her children with “daily meat” is an unpleasant experience,
which has made her “pale and thin”. The “nest” is not idealised but
rather described as “hard won”, implying the struggle the mother goes
through to secure her children and ensure their “rest”. In doing so,
Radford criticises the double standards of social conventions which
expect her to remain at home, while simultaneously overwhelm her
with responsibilities beyond the feminine.

In her representation of the burdened mother, Radford shares with
her fellow poet, Webster, the way she provides non-conforming images
of motherhood. For example, “Medea in Athens™® (1870) depicts the
conflict of motherhood through a mother lamenting the loss of her
children — a fact not revealed until the very end of the poem:

what if I moan in tossing fever thirsts,

crying for them whom I shall have no more,

here nor among the dead, who never more,

here nor among the dead, will smile to me

with young lips prattling “Mother, mother dear”?
what if I turn sick when the women pass

that lead their boys, and hate a child's young face?
what if--

Go, go, thou mind’st me of my sons,

and then I hate thee worse; go to thy grave

by which none weeps. I have forgotten thee. (“Medea in Athens”,
Portraits, p. 13)

Like Radford, yet using a more tragic scenario, Webster engages
with the theme of motherhood as an obstacle in a poet’s life. Melissa
Valiska Gregory observes that Webster “explore[s] the subtle and
complex relationship of motherhood to female creativity, and, by
implication, to literary authority” (Gregory, 2011: 35). In her
representation of Medea mourning her wasted motherhood, Webster
challenges the Victorian idealisation of motherhood. Medea’s children
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add nothing to their mother’s life but misery and sorrowful memories.
As Gregory argues: “All of Medea’s maternal memories lead toward
permanent alienation and obliteration, toward a cavernous self-
annihilating loss too terrible to articulate” (Gregory, 2011: 33). In her
tragic representation of Medea, who kills her children due to her
husband’s betrayal, Webster implies that motherhood may complicate
rather than bless a woman’s life. Thus, like Radford, she complicates
the notion of the mother/child relationship and constructs a tangled
image of Victorian motherhood.

Conclusion

The article has studied Radford’s depiction of motherhood in some
of her poems, whose radical meanings are disregarded by Victorian
reviewers. As a supporter of women’s rights and a mother, Radford
could not but showcase her ideals to enlighten future generations. In
her representation of motherhood, Radford shares a similar approach
adopted by her contemporary women poets, including Rossetti,
Webster and Meynell. Thus, the argument presented in this article
seconds the debates raised by Radford’s contemporary scholars, such as
Livesey, Richardson and Harrington. By shedding light on images and
themes which have not yet been considered, the article adds to the
fragmentary history of women writers, Radford in particular, offering a
new insight into her poems.
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Endnotes

(1) See Hadeel Azhar’s Marginalisation Vs. Emancipation: The (New) Woman
Question in Dollie Radford’s Diary and Poetry, for more information about
Radford’s biography and the conventional reviews her volumes of poetry
received (Azhar, 2016: 11-17).

(2) Meynell (1847-1922) was a British poet, critic, and essayist who is
acknowledged by contemporary scholars as a feminist. See F. Elizabeth Gray’s
“Making Christ: Alice Meynell, Poetry, and the Eucharist” (Gray, 2003: 160).

(3) Webster (1837-1894) was an English poet and essayist whose poetry is perceived
today as engaging “progressively with important political and social questions”.
See Melissa Valiska Gregory’s “Augusta Webster Writing Motherhood in the
Dramatic Monologue and the Sonnet Sequence” (Gregory, 2011: 28).

(4) Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822) is a British poet who grew up “in a climate
sympathetic to whig notions of liberty, notions that had some influence on, even
as they were outdone by, his mature political views” (O’Neill, Oxford DNB:
2018).

(5) See Livesey’s reading of Radford’s “Two Songs” in relation to Shelley’s “Ode to
the West Wind” (Livesey, 2006: 504).

(6) See Hadeel Azhar’s Marginalisation Vs. Emancipation: The (New) Woman
Question in Dollie Radford’s Diary and Poetry, for more discussion on similar
themes addressed in Radford’s and Meynell’s poems (Azhar, 2016: 179). Also
see Linda Peterson’s argument on Radford and Meynell in her chapter “Vigo
Street Sapphos: The Bodley Head Press and women’s poetry of the 1890s”
(Peterson, 2016: 228-229).

(7) Houston attributes the popularity of the sonnet in the fin de siécle to the public
awareness of “the value of its economical size for busy modern readers”
(Houston, 2003: 150).

(8) During that time, Radford’s correspondences and diary entries convey that she
was financially broken. See Hadeel Azhar’s Marginalisation Vs. Emancipation:
The (New) Woman Question in Dollie Radford’s Diary and Poetry, for more
information (Azhar, 2016: 15-16).

(9) In Ancient Greek mythology, Medea “first appears as a lovely and lovelorn
princess who enables Jason to steal the Golden Fleece. In this role she fits the
paradigm of the ‘helper-maiden’, which is found in the fairy tales or myths of
virtually all cultures. Later in her story, however, Medea appears as a wrathful
woman whose lust for vengeance drives her to slaughter her own children. In this
role, of course, she is the utter opposite of the ‘good’ or ‘helpful’ woman”
(Johnston, 1997: 5).
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Abstract: Linguistic investigations on Hijazi Arabic modal elements have only
considered a small class of modals classified under the three domains of modality,
and consequently assigned different places in the hierarchy within the Principles and
Parameters syntactic approach (P&P) (Chomsky, 1981, 1986) along with insights of
Chomsky's Minimalist Program (MP) (Chomsky, 1995, 1999, 2000). The current
paper investigates some other HA expressions that evaluate the speaker's attitudes,
opinions and judgments from another perspective. It adopts the evaluative schema
suggested by Heine (1993) and characterized by the form "it is X to/that Y" where X
stands for the evaluative component expressing the speaker's judgement, and Y is the
main prediction occurring in the complement selected by X. The purpose of the study
is twofold. First, it presents the most common HA expressions that convey the
speaker's evaluation towards a proposition using Heine's evaluative schema structure
"it is X to/that Y". Second, since Heine's (1993) purpose does not explore the syntax
of the evaluative structure, the paper explicates the components of Heine's structure in
light of the syntactic studies on HA clauses within the generative syntax theory. The
findings show that the evaluative components in the present study belong to different
classes occurring in a CP clause. They may be preceded by a realized expletive
subject, or by its phonetically null equivalent, and select for CP complements. This
work should contribute to the field of HA modality in particular and enhance the
discussion of the evaluative schema, in general.

Key words: modality, generative syntax, evaluation, subjectivity, judgement,
Hijazi Arabic, CP complements.
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1. Introduction®

The literature on HA modality presents two studies in which some
modal forms have been derived from verbal roots. These studies have
adopted the Principles and Parameters syntactic approach (P&P)
(Chomsky, 1981, 1986) along with insights of Chomsky's Minimalist
Program (MP) (Chomsky, 1995) and its latest advancements
(Chomsky, 1999, 2000) to argue for three hierarchical projections on
the basis of the morphosyntactic-semantic interface of the modals. The
present study fills a gap in the literature by exploring some more HA
modal forms/phrases in terms of Heine's (1993) evaluative schema that
is marked by the structure "it is X to/that Y". It should be, however,
noted that Heine's (1993) purpose of the suggested schema is to trace
the grammaticalization of the elements used in its structure. This is
beyond the scope of the present paper that only adopts Heine's
evaluative schema to explore more HA forms that fit to its structure, on
the one hand, and evaluate speakers' attitudes and opinions, on the
other. In addition, Heine's (1993) schema does not provide syntactic
analysis, so such a gap will be filled by investigating the syntactic
properties of the structure "it is X fo/that Y" within the generative
framework within which other HA studies have been conducted.

2. Modality

Scholars of linguistics and logic have been investigating modality
since the work of von Wright (1951). Nevertheless, modality still
shows many problematic and controversial issues (Nuyts, 2005a: 5).
Such issues arise when looking at the different definitions of modality.
Originally, the term modality is derived from the post-classical Latin
modalits that is linguistically related to the uses that concern "the
qualification of a proposition as necessary or possible" (Nordstrom,
2010: 11). However, linguists have not confined themselves to its
post-classical Latin sense, which is purely semantic. This, in turn,
shows a reason behind some of its problematic and controversial issues

" T am very thankful to the anonymous reviewers for their insightful feedback,
valuable comments and useful suggestions that have improved the manuscript;
all remaining errors and typos are mine.
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where some linguists treat modality more broadly to include not only
semantic senses, but also grammatical senses, as well. Under such a
view, modality includes some grammatical notions (moods) such as
indicative, declarative, subjunctive, hortative, optative, et cetera, and
semantic notions (modal markers) such as epistemic, deontic, dynamic,
and evidential. What emphasizes the complexity of this broad scope of
modality is Nordstrom's (2010: 16) argument that these terms (of
moods and modal markers) are hard to define because they show fuzzy
boundaries; besides, some of the grammatical markers are
multifunctional. Hence, the complexity of the broad sense of modality
shows a clear overlap between the grammatical moods and the
semantic notions within which modality covers "any kind of speaker
modification or qualifications of a state of affairs including the
grammatical dimensions of tense and aspect (Nuyts, 2016: 32). This
latter definition, by Nuyts, is used in philosophy, but as evidence for
complexity, it is also used in linguistics to correspond to either the
grammatical categories of TAM (tense-Aspect-Modality) (see Bybee,
Perkins, & Pagliuca, 1994) or qualifications of state of affairs (see
Nuyts, 2001; Nuyts, 2005a, 2005b). Therefore, Nuyts (2016: 32)
combines the "TAM categories" and "the qualifications" in one
expression: "qualificational categories", so it covers the semantic
dimensions of time, aspect and different types of modality, on the one
hand, and the TAM markers, on the other. The resulting combination of
semantic and grammatical notions refers to the linguistic devices used
for expressing these semantic dimensions (Nuyts, 2016: 32).

This brief overview of the overlap between the categories of mood
and modality shows that the term "mood" is used in the sense of
"modality" under this view to conclude that mood is a set of distinctive
forms signaling modality (Zhang, 2019: 879). This also shows that
modality can be coded grammatically in its broad sense due to the
overlap with mood.

Contrary to modality in its broad sense where it can be coded by
grammatical means, modality in its narrowed sense is expressed by
lexical means, and is purely considered a semantic category referring to
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the semantic notions of necessity, possibility, and ability (Racy, 2008:
16-17 & Zhang, 2019: 879). These semantic notions are characterized
by the subjectivity of the speaker, i.e., the speaker's evaluation and
judgement, which according to Herslund (2005: 46) is the unmarked
feature of modality. This is on a par with Palmer's (1986: 16) definition
of modality as markers expressing the "... speaker's (subjective)
attitudes and opinion". Palmer uses subjectivity to refer to attitudes and
opinions, and he claims that subjectivity is an "essential feature of
modality" (Palmer, 2001: 102).

This view of modality proposes that speakers' attitudes and
subjectivity are basic ingredients in defining modality, which is what
the current paper considers for the investigation of the HA modal
expressions in terms of the evaluative schema suggested by Heine's
(1993) study on grammaticalization and auxiliaries. However, the
present paper does not explore grammaticalization or auxiliaries, but it
uses the schema to account for the HA structure that employs some
modal expressions that have not been explored yet. Hence, the broad
sense of modality is not adopted in the present paper because the paper
does not investigate the grammatical moods or the grammatical
categories of tense and aspect.

The question to be asked at this juncture is why the narrow sense of
modality is preferred for this study. Straightforwardly, the narrow sense
of modality directly relates to the evaluative schema adopted in this
paper. In HA, the evaluative schema employs lexical items that express
the subjective evaluation of the proposition (Section 3). Second, in
some Germanic and Romance languages modality is clearly related to
mood (Nordstrém, 2010: 11) where verb moods and modality can be
simultaneously expressed by the same form as is the case in the Latin
subjunctive mood, which may also express prohibition, wishes,
obligation, and ability (de Haan, 2012: 8-9), and the West Greenlandic
verb ending -ssa that can mark past tense, future and obligation (de
Haan, 2012: 25). Also, in Classical/Standard Arabic verb moods are
indicated by verbal inflections whose endings can also be affected by
the modal forms (Alotaibi, 2019: 38), or by the presence of some future
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and negative particles (Mousa, 2019: 47; Ryding, 2005: 422). Besides,
CA and SA can express modality grammatically by morphological-
syntactic elements (Andriy, 2016: 61). Contrary, Arabic dialects,
including HA, have almost lost the mood marking system on verb
endings: a case which suggests that verb moods and modality are not
clearly related. In addition, while some implicit modal meanings in
these dialects are conveyed by negation, tense expressions,
interrogative structures (Alotaibi, 2019: 38) or by counterfactuality and
hypotheticality (Al Zahrani, 2020), the present paper only focuses on
the explicit use of modality as a pure semantic category that is
expressed by some verbal and non-verbal forms, which have not been
explored in any HA work. Therefore, the overlap between moods and
modality in HA is not addressed and the broad sense of modality is not
favored.

To summarize the main objectives of this paper, it firstly seeks to
address one type of HA modal expressions, i.e., evaluative components,
within the evaluative schema; these HA modal expressions have not
been addressed in the growing literature of HA. It, secondly, provides
the syntactic analysis of these evaluative components and their
complements.

The subsequent sections of this paper are organized as follows.
Section 3 briefly presents the literature on HA modals and modality.
Section 4 presents an overview of Heine's (1993) schemas. Sections 5
and 6 present the HA modal expressions in terms of Heine's evaluative
schema, and analyze the clausal structure of such expressions. Section
7 briefly explores the syntactic properties of the complement structures
selected by the modal expressions, and Section 8 concludes the paper
and presents some recommendations for future studies. Following the
conclusions, Appendix (1) and Appendix (2) are provided for the
transliteration and abbreviation symbols.

3. HA modals and modality
Before exploring some HA modal forms in terms of Heine's (1993)
evaluative schema, the present section sheds light on the HA modality

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glao




—— Dr. Mohammad Ali Al Zahrani

literature and summarizes the basic findings that relate to the
investigation of the evaluative schema of the present study. The work
in HA has been attracting the interests of a number of HA linguists
since the last decade. The literature shows that studies on HA have
started since 1970s. Early studies were traditional. These traditional
studies include Bakalla (1973) Ingham (1971) and Sieny (1978). Other
works on HA include a reader textbook like Feghali's (1991) work, and
a basic course textbook like Margaret's (1975) work. Notably, the latter
work was prepared by the Foreign Service Institute in Washington,
which shows the global significance of the dialect under study.
Furthermore, generative linguists have been exploring different
linguistic issues in HA (see for example, Kheshaifaty, 1996; Bardeas,
2005; Al Barrag, 2007, 2014; Al Zahrani, 2008, 2013, 2014a, 2014b,
2016, 2018, 2020a, 2020b, 2020c; Al Barrag & Al Zahrani, 2017;
Eifan, 2017; and Al Zahrani & Alzahrani, 2019, amongst others).

Amongst the aforementioned generative studies, there are two
studies that have explored HA modality, namely Al Zahrani (2013) and
(2018) (Al Zahrani's studies, henceforth). Because the current paper
explores some HA modal forms, it mainly depends on these two
studies, which, to the best of the author's knowledge, are the only
studies that have deeply investigated HA modals and modality from
morphological, syntactic and semantic perspectives. Al Zahrani's
studies have adopted the Principles and Parameters syntactic approach
(P&P) (Chomsky, 1981, 1986) along with insights of Chomsky's
Minimalist Program (MP) (Chomsky, 1995) and its latest
advancements (Chomsky, 1999, 2000). Al Zahrani's studies consider
the main three domains of modality, vis. epistemic, deontic and
dynamic, to investigate the morphosyntactic and semantic interface of
the HA modals.

Apart from the dynamic modal form laabudd, Al Zahrani's studies
show that the modals have been derived from verbal roots indicating
necessity, possibility and ability notions. For instance, the verbal roots
NLZM, N\MKN and VGDR derive modal forms indicating necessity,
possibility and ability notions respectively. Verbal roots of these
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notions, according to the templatic morphology of Arabic, can derive a
variety of modal forms including active and passive perfective forms,
active and passive imperfective forms, active and passive participial
forms, and gerund forms. The modal derivatives are mapped on some
of the ten templatic forms of the trilateral verbal root as represented in
the following table, adopted from Al Zahrani (2013: 39) (IPA symbols
have been used for consistency).

Table 1: Modal Forms in HA

Type of Modality Modal forms

Epistemic & Deontic | laazim, yuftarat’, waadsib, mafruut’, muftarat’, laabudd,
taruuri, yimkin, yuhtamal, muhitamal, iitimaal, mustahiil,
dsaayiz, mumkin

Dynamic (ability) laabudd, laazim, yigdar, gidir, gaadir

These modals have been classified according to their semantic
notions covering the main domains of modality. The studies use this
semantic classification to argue for different hierarchical placement of
each domain within the P&P (Chomsky, 1981, 1986) approach and the
minimalist program (Chomsky, 1995, 1999, 2000). Epistemic modal
forms are base-generated in the Epistemic Modal Projection that is
higher than the tense phrase (TP) while deontic and dynamic modal
forms are respectively base-generated in the Deontic Modal Projection
(DModP) and Dynamic Modal Projection (DyModP) located between
TP and VP: verb phrase.

It follows from this brief overview that Al Zahrani's studies adopt a
morphosyntactic-semantic approach. The morphological and semantic
interface shows that the notion of the verbal root derives the modal
form; the semantic-syntactic interface shows that the semantic
interpretation of the modal determines its hierarchy along the spine.
The conclusion that can be drawn from Al Zahrani's studies is that the
semantic scope mirrors the syntactic scope.

The present study depends on Al Zahrani's studies not only to
explore some more HA modal forms that have not been investigated,
but also to explore them from another perspective. Not to mention that,
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to the best of the author's knowledge, they are the only available
modality studies in the literature. To fill some gap in the HA literature,
while Al Zahrani's studies have adopted the Principles and Parameters
syntactic approach (P&P) (Chomsky, 1981, 1986) along with insights
of Chomsky's Minimalist Program (MP) (Chomsky, 1995) and its latest
advancements (Chomsky, 1999, 2000) to argue for different modal
projections, vis. epistemic (EModP), deontic, (DModP), and dynamic
(DyModP), the current paper uses Heine's (1993) evaluative schema to
explore some other modal forms, phrases and expressions that have not
been explored in Al Zahrani's studies, with the hope that Al Zahrani's
studies and the current paper present different syntactic analyses for the
HA modal forms, and this all contributes to the HA linguistic studies.
Heine's (1993) Evaluative Schema is introduced in the next section.

4. An Overview of Heine's Schemas

Heine (1993: 27 - 43) claims that grammatical concepts are reasonably
abstract in that they do not refer to "physical objects or kinetic
processes" but are defined according to their functions. However, the
literature shows that the origins of the grammatical elements do not
emerge ex nihilo, but are derived from concrete concepts. For instance,
the grammatical concepts of tense, aspect and modality are interpreted
by some expressions derived from concrete entities conveying the
general notions of: Location, Motion, Activity, Desire, Posture,
Relation and Possession. These notions are linguistically expressed by
verbal forms as shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Notions and their Indicative Verbs

Notions | Location | Motion Activity Desire Posture Relation | Possession
be at 0 do want . be with Get

Verbs g . sit stand
stay at come start wish be partof | have

Heine claims that these verbal forms constitute only a small part of
very complex concepts called basic event schemas: Location, Motion,
Action, Volition, Change-of-state, Equation, Accompaniment,
Possession, and Manner. An event schema refers to the "notion of
proposition" that Langacker (1978: 857, cited in Heine 1993:31)

defines as "a simple semantic unit consisting of a predicate and
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associated variables, e.g., x SEE y". Heine divides the schemas into
basic (simple) and complex (see below) and argues that they provide a
richer source for the grammaticalization of elements expressing the
four categories of tense, aspect, mood and modality.

What Heine labels as simple basic event schemas are those requiring
basic propositional contents of subject-predicate clauses. According to
Heine, the cross-linguistic research reveals that the simple schemas
have provided strong evidence for the grammaticalization of elements
used to express the two categories of tense and aspect where some
elements may become fully grammaticalized while others may show
some degrees of grammaticalization. For instance, the Motion Schema
has shown the grammaticalization of the English verb go (be going to)
(Heine, 1993; Hopper & Traugott, 1993, 2003), the French venir de-
past (Heine, 1993; Heine, Claudi, & Hunnemeyer, 1991; Heine & Reh,
1984) and the Arabic dialectal verb raZ (go) (Jarad, 2014; Stewart,
1998; Vanhove, Miller, & Caubet, 2009); the Volition Schema has
shown the grammaticalization of the English future element will, and
the Arabic volition verbs yabya (Hopper & Traugott, 2003; Jarad, 2017;
Persson, 2008), yafa? (Versteegh, 2014), widd (Mitchell & Al-Hassan,
1994).

Heine has also presented three complex schemas. These complex
schemas are the Serial Schema, the Purpose Schema, and the
Evaluative Schema. They are complex as they give rise to elements
expressing mood and modality categories. What is important to the
current paper is the Evaluative Schema.

The above brief overview of Heine's basic event schemas and
complex schemas has shown that the aim of Heine's work (1993) is to
present the schemas as a source for grammaticalization. Therefore,
Heine's discussion has shown some grammaticalized elements where
mood and modality are clearly related in some languages such as
Telugu, Turkana and Swahili (see the examples in (2) below). However,
exploring these schemas and how they relate to grammaticalization is
beyond the scope of this paper. What this paper adopts from Heine's

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glao




—— Dr. Mohammad Ali Al Zahrani

(1993: 39-41) is only the evaluative schema, not as a source to trace the
grammaticalization of HA modal forms, but as a structure that best
accounts for some HA modal clauses that have not been investigated in
Al Zahrani's studies (2013, 2018). Therefore, I confine the discussion
of this schema to what is related to the purpose of this paper: the
syntactic analysis of this evaluative schema structure and how it
employs HA modals.

The evaluative schema is only presented in less than two pages in
Heine's work (1993: 39-41) where Heine cites examples and arguments
from Palmer (1986), but when possible, I refer to Palmer's arguments
from the work published in (2001). This explains why the paper cites
other references. More importantly, Heine has not detailed the syntactic
analysis of the evaluative schema, which this paper aims to do with
reference to some syntactic assumptions from other linguistic studies.

The evaluative schema refers to the speaker's judgement towards the
proposition. Heine (1993: 39-40) states that this schema is based on
judgements "introducing a modal notion" whose "main prediction" is
introduced in a clausal complement of that notion". Heine's evaluative
schema is used to express the epistemic/deontic notions of necessity
and possibility where it reflects the speaker's evaluation of the
utterance. This evaluation is expressed by evaluatives that belong to
different categories including (mostly) adjectives as well as verbals and
pronominals. Gryzhak (2018: 85) claims that these evaluatives give
subjective characterization of the qualities of the referent, revealing the
speaker’s peculiar attitude towards the proposition; evaluatives convey
"the speaker's attitude to the referent" (Kochetova & Volodchenkova,
2015: 293). Because evaluatives express "attitudes towards known facts",
they must be included within modal systems (Palmer, 2001: 119).

Thus, Heine's (1993) evaluative schema belongs to modal systems
and its structure can employ HA evaluative components as shown
below. According to Heine, the evaluative schema is characterized by
the structure "it is X to/that Y"' where "X" can be a verb form, an
adjectival form, or a nominal form introducing the evaluative concept.
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Notably, Palmer (1986) explored the structure under study when
exploring "complement clauses" before Heine's (1993) evaluative
schema, but he has not labelled it as a modal structure; Palmer states
"there are, however, some clauses that typically, but not exclusively,
occur with adjectives and where the sentence is usually introduced by
it" and he exemplified this by the examples I presented in (1a) adopted
from Palmer (2002: 129). Note that Palmer's statement includes the
adjective forms as typical forms because English mostly uses them as
"a predicate nucleus, e.g., essential, necessary, likely" (Heien, 1993:
40). Other forms are also witnessed in Heine's (1993) evaluative
schema as I show below.

The main syntactic properties of the evaluative schema structure, as
presented by Heine (1993: 40) are the following. The evaluative
concept introduced by the matrix clause (It is X) contains an
impersonal expression. To clarify this, Heine (1993:40) has cited
Palmer's (1986: 127) example presented in (1a) below, but he has not
explored its syntactic structure in detail due to the fact that his purpose
is to trace the grammaticalization of those elements used in the schema.
Because the syntactic properties of Heine's (1993) evaluative schema
are important to the analysis of HA modal forms, I shall detail some
properties of the form "it is X to/that Y" before moving to Palmer's
example in (1a), cited by Heine (1993:40).

To provide the syntactic analysis of Heine's (1993) evaluative
schema clauses, the paper assumes the three basic hierarchical
projections for any clause in the syntactic theory: the complementiser
phrase (CP), the tense phrase (TP) and the verb phrase (VP) (see
Chomsky, 1995; Ouhalla & Shlonsky, 2002; Radford 2009a, 2009b).
Syntactically, the form "it is X to/that Y"' shows two clauses: higher and
lower. The higher clause (matrix clause) contains the structure "it is X"
that expresses the modal notion and contains either a dummy subject
with third person singular features or a null/expletive subject. This
proposes that this structure lacks animate subjects that can indicate
whose attitude or opinion is being reported (Palmer, 2001: 127). The
dummy subject position is the specifier of the TP that is theoretically
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dominated by a CP indicting the force and case-assigning properties
(see, for example, Radford, 2009a). The head of the higher CP can be
null or occupied (as I show in Arabic examples in Section 6). The
lower clause containing the main prediction is the CP complement
selected by X. To make this more practical, consider the examples in
(1), adopted from Palmer (2001: 127), (Heine, 1993 cited (1a) only).

(1) a. "It is essential that they should come".
b. "It is likely that they will come".

Palmer (2001: 127) states that the modality notions in (1b) are deontic
and epistemic respectively. Example (1b) cannot be deontic. What has
made (la) deontic is the infinitival verb following should. Again, the
modality notions are retrieved from the evaluative concepts expressed
via the higher clauses "It is essential" and "It is likely" that show the
impersonal dummy subject it carrying third person singular features.
This construction does not have a thematic referential subject in the main
clause (higher clause), and this shows a crucial difference with those
types of modality that have animate subjects as in "he must go".

Expressing modality through the evaluative schema is also witnessed
in some languages including Telugu (Dravidian), and Swabhili (Bantu,
Niger-Congo), adopted from Heine (1993: 40) and presented in 0(2a-b)
respectively, and Icelandic, adopted from Sigurdsson (2008: 14, cited in
Nordstrom 2010: 43), and presented in (2c¢).

2) | a. | Neen ii sagati | mii | too | maatlaada guuda du
I D matter | 2.pl C talk.Inf be.suitable | Neg.3sg.M
"I shouldn't talk to you about this matter."
| b. Ni heri u end-e
be luck 2sg go-subj
"You'd better go."
| c¢. | Pao | Er | gaman ao tunglio skuli brosa
it Is fun that moon.the shall.subj smile
"It is fun that the moon smiles."

According to Heine, while English mostly uses adjectivals to
express modality in this schema, some other languages may employ
adjectives (2a) or nouns (2b). Example (2a) can be interpreted as "it is

455 02021 plprs - 1442 Liny (27) aasll




Modality and the Evaluative Schema ——

not suitable to talk to you about this matter" where the adjectival form
guuda "suitable" occurs following the infinitival verb maatlaada "talk"
whose mood is subjunctive. Both the mood of the verb and the
evaluative component make the modality deontic (obligation) as can be
seen in the translation. In (2b) the noun heri "luck" occurs before the
subjunctive verb "go" to express the modal necessity. The complements
in (2) are clausal as indicated by the CP layer headed by too "that" in
(2a) and by the subjunctive verb with its argument in (2b). Similarly,
(2¢) employs the adjectival form gaman "fun" preceding the CP that
contains the subjunctive verb. These three examples in (2) show some
languages where mood and modality are clearly related, for more on
moods indicating modality the reader is advised to see (de Haan, 2005,
2012; Vanhove et al., 2009). However, this is not the case in HA as
explained above.

The clausal structure "it is X" appears in HA with and without the
morphological realization of the dummy subject, and it expresses the
evaluative concepts as shown in (3).

3) (hu:) muhim Jj-dsu
(expl.nom) important Impf.3pl-come

"It is important that they come."

Lit: "(it) important they-come"

Example (3) shows the adjectival evaluative component muhim and
its complement. The set of the round brackets indicates the optional
presence of the dummy subject. The deep analysis of this HA structure
is presented in Sections 4-7 that investigate the evaluative components
belonging to the different nominal, adjectival and prepositional
categories in HA, their different superficial clausal structures and their
clausal complements within Heine's framework outlined in this section.
Once again, it is important to mention that Heine's (1993) evaluative
schema does not provide the detailed syntactic analysis needed for the
current study; it only suggests the modal structure ""it is X to/that Y"
that the paper adopts to account for their modal notions. Yet, the paper
uses the syntactic analyses of HA to provide a description of such
modal expressions.
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5. HA Evaluative Components

As is explained in Section 3, current HA modality literature has so
far investigated some forms that belong to different grammatical
categories including active and passive perfective forms, active and
passive imperfective forms, active and passive participial forms, and
gerund forms. This section and its subsequent sections constitute the
main part of this paper. They explore the verbal, nominal, adjectival
and prepositional modal forms/phrases, which are absent from the
modality literature of HA. The author of this paper has collected those
forms from written and spoken language posted on the social platforms
including: Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram, and YouTube.

While the majority of these modal expressions are mainly adjectives,
HA also employs some verbal and indefinite noun expressions (Ind.N,
henceforth), which also evaluate the speaker's attitude. The adjectival
and indefinite noun expressions can also appear in the scope of
definiteness by virtue of the determinative al- 'the' prefixed to them to
create the combination of al-+Adjectival and al-+Ind.N respectively.
The resulting structures (al-+Adjectival) and (a/-+Ind.N) can also
appear in the scope of the preposition min deriving the structure of (min
al-+Adjectival) and (min al-+Ind.N) which can be interpreted as "it is
part of" (see the tables below).

The prepositional and definite nominal modals have been basically
created from adjective forms (see Table 6). This is on a par with Heine
(1193: 40), Palmer (2001: 129) and Gryzhak (2018: 85) who claim that
the evaluatives are mostly adjectives. This fact is accounted for by
Gryzhak (2018: 87) who holds that while other categories such as
nouns, adverbs and modal verbs can evaluate the speaker's attitude,
"adjectives are traditionally considered as the most obvious means of
communicating this concept" because adjectives are mostly used as "a
predicate nucleus" (Heien, 1993: 40) and “most typically, adjectives
describe qualities of people, things, and states of affairs” (Biber et al.,
2007: 64). This is the case in HA as shown below.

According to this brief morphological analysis, the modal forms
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under study can be classified into four categories: verbal, adjectivals,
nominals, and prepositionals, listed in the tables below. Worthy of notice
here is that the forms in the following tables (7able 3 through Table 6)
share one basic semantic property. They are impersonal expressions that
reflect the subjectivity of the speaker towards the proposition. Note that
while the tables provide the translation of the HA evaluatives, it is
important to mention that some evaluatives may also carry other related
or unrelated senses. For example, the literal meaning of the evaluative
hilu 1s 'beautiful', but it can also be used in a range of other senses such
as "good, great, perfect, and ideal ...etc.", to mention a few. The purpose
of the translation is to provide the general common meaning.

Table 3: Verbal Modal Expressions
Verbals
yis luf "become.good'

yinfa§ "benefit'

yidsu:z 'permitted/allowed'

Table 4: Adjectival Modal Expressions
Adjectivals

yari:b 'strange’'
adsi:b 'wonderful'

muhim 'important/necessary’

aki:d 'sure/certain’

muakkad 'sure/certain

hilu 'good/beautiful'

zain 'good/beautiful'

muohil 'astonishing'

trayyib 'good'

{a:di'good/fine/normal’

tfabi. (i 'fine/normal’

wa:d‘il 'clear/apparent'
afd’al better'

ahsan "better'

adgmal 'more beautiful/better’
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Table 5: Indefinite-Noun Modal Expressions
Indefinite Nouns

xaba:lah 'stupidity'

hama:gah 'stupidity’

yaba: 'stupidity’

Table 6: Nominal and Prepositional Modal Expressions Derived from Adjectivals

and Indefinite Nouns

Nominals = adjectival + al-

Prepositionals= adjectival + min + al-

alyari:b 'the strange'

min alyar:ib 'it is part of the strange'

alfadsi:b 'the wonder'

min alSads:ib 'it is part of the wonder'

almuhim 'the important'

min almuhim 'it is part of the important'

alaki:d 'the certain/certainty’'

min alaki:d 'it is part of the certain/certainty’'

almuakkad 'the certain/certainty’

min almuakkad 'it is part of the certainty/ certainty’'

alhilu 'the good/beautiful’

almudhil’ the astonishing'

min almuohil 'it is part of the astonishing'

alt‘ayyib 'the good/better'

min alt‘ayyib 'it is part of the good/better'

alt'abi(i' the normal’

min alt'abifi it is part of the normal'

alwa:dih' the clear/apparent’

min alw:adih 'it is part of the clear/apparent’

alafd‘al ' the better'

min alafd‘al 'it is part of the better'

alahsan ' the better/good'

min alahsan 'it is part of the better/good'

aladsmal "the more beautiful/ the better'

min aladsmal 'it is part of the more beautiful'

alxaba:lah 'the stupidity’

min alxaba:lah 'it is part of the stupidity'

alhama:gah ' the stupidity’

min alhama:gah 'it is part of the stupidity’

alyaba: ' the stupidity'

min alyaba: 'it is part of the stupidity'

ald‘a:hir ' the apparent'

ald‘a:hir 'it is part of the apparent’'

Table 3 shows three verbal forms and Table 4 and Table 5 show 15

adjective forms and 3 indefinite noun forms respectively. This shows
that the majority of the forms are adjectives, which is in line with
argument, provided above, where Heine (1193: 40), Palmer (2001: 129)
and Gryzhak (2018: 85) hold that evaluatives are mostly adjectivals.
The adjective forms in Table 4 may derive other evaluatives as shown
in Table 6. Almost all the adjective forms (in Table 4) have been
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suffixed into the determinative al- 'the' as shown in the first column of
Table 6. Almost all the resulting structures in the first column of 7Table
6 have been combined with the preposition min in the second column
of Table 6.

These impersonal expressions in Table 3 through Table 6 are not the
only ones indicating the subjectivity of the speaker in HA, but they are
the most common ones. The tables show some lexical gaps where some
forms appear as adjectivals, but their derivative structures are absent
from other tables. This, however, does not mean the absent forms
cannot evaluate the speaker's attitude, but they might be uncommon.

The next section explores the modal expressions listed in the tables
of this section in terms of Heine's evaluative schema. Once again, since
all these modal forms share one common sense of modality in that they
all indicate the subjectivity of the speaker; I use only some of them in
my examples. All the other expressions, however, are almost
interchangeable.

6. HA Modal expressions within Heine's Evaluative Schema

Heine's (1993: 39) evaluative schema is characterized by the
structure of "it is X to/that Y"' where X is the variant that reflects the
judgement of the speaker towards the proposition. Consider the
dialogue in (4) and the scenario below.

“) | a. xud-ha b-Oama:n-miyah
take-it P-eight-hundreds
"Take it for 800 hundred (Saudi Riyals)."
| b. min-alyaba: inn-na: na:-xud-ha: b-0ama:n-miyah
P-D.stupidity C-1pl.acc we-take-3sg.F.acc | P-eight-hundreds

"It is stupidity that we take it with 800 (Saudi Riyals)"

Lit: from-the-stupidity that we-take-it with-800

| c. ihtarim al-fa:0%-ak
respect D-words-2sg.M.gen

"Watch your words!"

Lit: respect your words!

The examples in (4a) and (4c) are for the same speaker (Speaker A).
The utterance in (4b) is for another speaker (Speaker B); it clearly
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indicates the attitude of its speaker (Speaker B) by virtue of the
evaluative component min alyaba: towards the utterance in (4a); i.e.,
towards the main prediction, which is buying the sheep with that price.
Speaker A got upset from the reaction in (4b) as indicated by his
reaction in (4c) where he requested Speaker B to watch his words!

This communication was between some friends planning for a picnic.
One person said that he went to the sheep market and found one (sheep)
for SR800. The response in (4a) shows an agreement on the price.
Example (4b) shows a negative response towards the utterance in (4a); it
uses the impersonal expression min alyaba: "it is part of stupidity", so it
can be interpreted as "it is a stupid suggestion that we take it with
SR800". This, in turn, has made Speaker A (4a) upset as indicated by his
request in (4¢). Notice that in (4b) the impersonal expression min alyaba:
does not contain a thematic subject, so the speaker does not directly say
"I claim/admit that your suggestion to take it with this price is stupid" nor
does he say "you are stupid as you have suggested that". Nevertheless,
the impersonal expression conveys this implied subjective interpretation
so the speaker of (4a) felt some insult by this response in (4b). The
conclusion that can be drawn from this analysis is that the statement
headed by min alyaba: in (4b) clearly shows the attitude/judgment of its
speaker towards the utterance in (4a) and this is evidenced by the request
in (4c) "watch your words!" What this communication suggests is that
the impersonal expressions listed in Table 3 through Table 6 convey
speaker's evaluation towards the referent.

Having shown that the HA structure in (4b) expresses an attitude, the
discussion now shifts to the syntactic analysis of such a structure. Recall
that the paper assumes the fundamental hierarchical projections for any
clause in the syntactic theory: the complementiser phrase (CP), the tense
phrase (TP) and the verb phrase (VP) (see Chomsky, 1995; Ouhalla and
Shlonsky, 2002; Radford 2009a, 2009b). Recalling Radford's (2009a:
134; 2009b: 105) claim that complete clauses are CP clauses, the
utterance in (4b) contains two CP clauses. The higher clause is a CP
containing the PP min alyaba.: ‘it is part of stupidity' and the lower clause
is the CP inn-na: na:-xud-ha: b-Oama:n-miyah 'that we take it with
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SR800'". In the higher CP of (4b), I argue that the heads of CP and TP do
not have any morphological content but they have morphosyntactic
features as shown in the discussion of (6) below. In the lower CP of (4b),
the complementizer inn occupies the head of CP and the accusative —na:
occupies Spec, TP; T is also empty in this clause. The verb na.-xud-ha:
has moved from the head of VP to the Taxis-Aspect projection
(Tax-AspP) where it inflects for the subject-verb agreement and the
taxis-aspect features (for a deep analysis of HA verbal structures, see Al
Zahrani, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018).

The discussion now shifts to the syntactic properties of the two CP
clauses: the matrix clause containing the evaluative component and its
selected complement, which is the lower CP. The higher CP contains
the impersonal modal expression as presented in (5).

o) | a. afd‘al t-da:kr-i badri
better Impf-study-2sg.F early
"It is better you study early."
| b. ka:n afd‘al t-da:kr-i badri
aux better Impf-study-2sg.F early
"It was better you studied early."

The evaluative component afd‘al 'better' in (5a) expresses the
speaker judgment towards the main prediction of the complement:
studying early. Notice that the evaluative component is the only
morphological form occurring in the higher CP. According to Al
Zahrani (2013, 2016, 2018), the head of TP always requires a
perfective form if the tense is past, but not if the tense is non-past.
Hence, the time reference in (5a) is present. Evidence for this claim can
be drawn from (5b) where the evaluative component afd‘al is preceded
by the auxiliary ka:n that is base-generated in T that requires a
perfective form since the time reference is past. Notice that the
auxiliary ka:n does not agree with the feminine thematic subject of the
lower TP, but it shows the default agreement with the empty pronoun
pro (the null version of the expletive subject Au:) that occupies the
specifier position of TP and always carries third person singular
masculine features. Evidence for this claim is obtained from the
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following examples in (6).

©) | a. hu: afd‘al t-0azkr-i badri
expl.nom better Impf-study-2sg.F early
"It is better (that) you study early".
b hu: ka:n afd‘al t-0a:zkr-i badri
expl.nom aux better Impf-study-2sg.F early
"It was better (that) you studied early".
e *ka:n hu: afdal t-da:kr-i badri
aux expl.nom better Impf-study-2sg.F early
Intended reading: "It was better (that) you study early".

In (6a-b), both the auxiliary and the expletive subject exhibit the
default unmarked agreement: third person singular masculine
agreement features. The expletive subject is base-generated in Spec, TP
and this unveils the following. The expletive subject occurs before the
auxiliary ka:n (Spec, TP) but it cannot precede the auxiliary as shown
by the ungrammaticality of (6¢). Also, the expletive subject Au: is in
the default third person singular masculine pronoun form Au: 'he'
(huwah-vocalic variation) and it is always not referential. Furthermore,
its occurrence is not obligatory as shown in (4) and (5). When Au. is not
phonetically present in Spec, TP, according to Mohammad (2000), this
position is filled by the phonetically null version of the expletive Au.,
namely— pro (see (4) and (5) above). Recalling the Case Condition "A
pronoun or noun expression is assigned case by the closest
case-assigning head which c-commands it" (Radford, 2009b: 101), and
following Fassi Fehri (1993: 33) and Al Zahrani (2013: 114), if the CP
layer is not occupied by a complementizer as in (4) to (6), the expletive
subject is assigned nominative case. This suggests that both the
expletive hu: and its phonetically null version are nominative in
examples (4) to (6). This is not the case when the clause containing the
evaluative component is embedded under inn as show in (7).

(7) | a.| adri |inn| -uh | afdal (inn-ik) t-oa:kr-i
Lknow | C | explacc | better | C-2sg.F.acc Impf-study-2sg.F
"I know that it is better that you study".
' b. | adri | inn -uh ka:n | afd‘al (inn-ik) t-0a:zkr-i
Lknow | C | explacc | aux | better C-2sg.F.acc Impf-study-2sg.F
"I know that it was better that you study."
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In (7a-b), the evaluative components are governed by the
complementizer inn. Each example in (7a-b) exhibits three CP clauses.
The clause [adri] 'l know', the modal clause containing the evaluative
component [inn-uh (ka:n) afd‘al] 'that it is/(was) better', and the lower
CP clause [inn-ik t-0a:kr-i badri] 'that you study early'. Notice that the
presence of the complementizer structure (inn-ik) in the lower CP is
optional as indicated by the round brackets (see the discussion about
examples (9) and (10)).

What is important to our argument is that (7a-b) show the accusative
version of the expletive subject -uk, which must always be present if
the complementizer inn occupies C. In other words, inn cannot be
followed by the nominative version of the expletive subject Au. or the
empty pronoun pro as indicated by the ill-formed structures in (8a-b)
respectively.

®) | a. *adri inn hu: afd‘al t-0a:kr-i badri
Lknow C expl.nom better Impf-study-2sg.F | early

| b. *adri inn pro afd‘al t-0a:kr-i badri
Lknow C expl.nom better Impf-study-2sg.F | early

> *adri %) -uh afd‘al t-0a:kr-i badri
Lknow 9] expl.acc better Impf-study-2sg.F | early

Examples (8a-b) show ungrammatical clauses that provide evidence
that the accusative expletive subject —uh can never occur in its
nominative version when embedded under inn (8a), and that pro cannot
occur under inn (8b) since pro is an empty pronoun that must not occur
in a non-nominative environment (see, Benmamoun, 1993; Tavangar &
Amouzadeh, 2009). Furthermore, (8c) shows that the bound accusative
morpheme -uh cannot occur independently as the sign @ indicates the
absence of inn.

So far, we have seen in the examples presented in (4) through (8)
that the evaluative components evaluate the speakers' judgement on the
uttered propositions and that they fit to Heine's (1993) evaluative
schema characterized by the form (It is X that/to Y). Also, the HA
evaluative components exemplified above are on a par with Heine's
(1993) and Palmer's (1986, 2002) claim that they are impersonal

A
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expressions that do not have referential subjects. These HA evaluative
components may be preceded by the nominative non-referential
expletive subject hu: or by its null version (the empty pronoun) pro. If
the evaluative component is governed by the complementizer inn, the
presence of the accusative expletive subject is obligatory. These
different possibilities are represented in the following paradigm (7able
7) where Y stands for the complement selected by the evaluative
component afd‘al.

Table 7: Possible Evaluative Component Clausal Structures

evaluative component Literal translation
afd‘al Y 'better'
hu: afd‘al Y 'it better'
ka:n afd’al Y 'was better'
hu: ka:n afd'al Y 'it was better'
inn-uh afd‘al Y 'that it better'
inn-uh ka:n afd'al Y 'that it was better'

This paradigm in Table 7 summarizes the possible structures of the
CP clauses in which HA evaluative components occur. In other words,
it shows that the structure of Heine's evaluative schema is employed by
HA where evaluative components express modality. In such a structure,
the entire CP may only contain one morphologically realized form,
which is an evaluative component such as afd‘al 'better'.

To sum, the previous semantic analysis of the HA evaluative
components has shown that the evaluatives fit to the definitions
provided by Heine (1993: 40) Gryzhak (2018: 85), Palmer (2001: 119),
and Kochetova & Volodchenkova (2015: 293) in that they indicate
subjective characterization of the qualities of the referent, and reveal
the speaker’s peculiar attitude towards the proposition, so they must be
considered modal forms.

Also, this section has shown that the analysis of the HA evaluative
components is in line with Heine's (1993) clausal structure "It is X" that
consists of an impersonal expression that may have no subject in the
superficial structure, or have a nominative or accusative dummy subject
presenting third person singular features. One remaining issue is the
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status of the complements that can be selected by these evaluative
components, which is briefly discussed in the next section.

7. Complements of evaluative components

The previous discussion of the syntactic properties of the adjectival
modal elements within the evaluative schema, suggested by Heine
(1993) as detailed in Section 4, has shown that they occur in a CP
clause that may or may not have its C, Spec TP and T positions
occupied by a complementizer, an expletive subject or a tense marker
respectively. These CP structures have been summarized in Table 7 and
exemplified in Section 6. We have noticed that they can select for CP
clausal complements whose C and T may or may not be overtly
occupied by a complementizer in C and/or a tense marker in T. This
section investigates the status of such clausal complements. Consider
the following complements of the evaluative component afd‘al in (9).

) | a. afd‘al (int-i) t-0a:zkr-i b-nafsik
better you.nom-2sg.F Impf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F

"It is better you study in your own".

Lit: better (you.F) study by-yourself

| b. *afd‘al kunt-i t-da:kr-i b-nafsik
better aux-2sg.F Impf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F
Intended reading: "It is better that you studied in your own."
[ c. *afd‘al dazkart-i b-nafsik
better Pf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F

Intended reading: "It is better that you studied in your own".

In in (9a) the evaluative component afd‘al has elected for a CP
complement that exhibits the following. The presence of the
nominative pronoun inti (you.F) is optional as indicated by the round
brackets. In (9a), inti has moved from Spec, VP to Spec, TP preceding
the imperfective verb ¢-da:kr-i that has moved from V to Tax-AspP for
the inflectional features. Since the time reference is present, T does not
trigger the imperfective verb form #-da:kr-i to move to it.

In evaluative complements, past time interpretations cannot be
obtained via the auxiliary ka:n (base-generated in T) or a perfective
form (moving to T); this accounts for the ungrammaticality of (9b-c).
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The question raises at this point is how we can obtain past time
interpretations if a perfective form, be it a lexical or an auxiliary, is
banned from occurring in evaluative complements as shown in (9b-c).
Following Al Zahrani (2013: 177), some past time interpretations in
HA require a licensor. Adopting his theory, I argue that the presence of
a perfective form in a complement structure selected by an evaluative
component requires a licensor that creates a phase or a domain between
the evaluative component and the perfective verb form. Following this
line of argument, HA has two licensors: the CP layer with the
complementizer inn overtly occupying C, and the aspectual
imperfective auxiliary form y-ku:n. These two licensors provide two
different interpretations. Consider the examples in (9) repeated in (10)
with these licensors.

(10) | a. afd‘al inn-ik t-da:kr-i b-nafsik
better C-2sg.F.acc Impf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F
"It is better that you study in your own."
| b. afd‘al inn-ik dazkart-i b-nafsik
better C-2sg.F.acc Pf-study-2sg.F P-yourself
"It is better that you studied in your own."
| e | afdal inn-ik kunt-i da:zkart-i b-nafsik
better C-2sg.F.acc Pf.aux-2sg.F Pf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F
"It is better that you had studied in your own."
| d. afd‘al t-ku:n-i dazkart-i b-nafsik
better Impf-aux-2sg.F Pf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F
"It is better that you will have studied in your own."
| e. | afdal inn-ik t-ku:n-i da:zkart-i b-nafsik
better C-2sg.F.acc Impf-aux-2sg.F | Pf-study-2sg.F P-yourself.F
"It is better that you will have studied in your own."

Contrary to the examples in (9b-c) where past time interpretations
cannot be obtained by a perfective auxiliary or a perfective verb form in
T, the examples in (10a-c) provide evidence that the complementizer
inn licenses for obtaining past time interpretations. In such a case, the
complementizer inn heading the CP layer obligatorily triggers the
subject to move from Spec, VP to Spec, TP and assigns it accusative
case (10a-c&e). The permission of the presence of perfective forms in
evaluative complements is due to the fact that the complementizer has
created a phase between the evaluative component and the different

74
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lexical and auxiliary verbal forms occurring in the complements.
Hence, beside the presence of the imperfective #-da:kr-i in Tax-Asp in
(10a), one can notice that this phase has allowed for the presence of the
perfective da:kart-i in T (10b), and for the perfective auxiliary kunt-i in
T so that the perfective verb da.kart-i stays in Tax-Asp in (10c). This
occurrence yields different interpretations. The perfective auxiliary in
(10b) indicates the past time reference while the combination of the
perfective auxiliary and the perfective verb in (10c) indicates the past
perfect time reference.

The second licensor is the imperfective auxiliary ¢-ku:n-i, which is
base-generated in AspP (dominated by T and dominating Tax-Asp) as
indicated by example (10d). In this latter example the auxiliary has
allowed for the presence of the perfective form da:kart-i in Tax-Asp
and the combination of both the imperfective auxiliary and the
perfective form derives the future perfect time reference.

In summary, HA has two licensors that create a phase between an
evaluative component and its perfective-form complements. The first
licensor is the complementizer inn that allows for perfective forms to
occupy T and consequently derive either past or past perfect time
interpretations. The second licensor is the imperfective auxiliary y-
ku:n, projected in AspP, where it allows for the presence of a perfective
form in Tax-Asp, so the future perfect interpretation is obtained. Notice
that both licensors can co-occur in a clause as in (10d) but only the
future perfect reading can be obtained due to the fact that the
imperfective auxiliary occupies Asp that is dominated by T;
consequently the imperfective auxiliary in the head of AspP blocks any
verb form to move to T, hence, past time reading is blocked.

8. Conclusions and recommendations

This paper has explored some HA modal constructions that, to the
best of the author's knowledge, have not been investigated. These
modal constructions evaluate the attitude of the speaker by virtue of
some verbal, adjectival, nominal and prepositional forms. Being
evaluative in nature, the paper adopts Heine's (1993: 39) evaluative

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glao




—— Dr. Mohammad Ali Al Zahrani

schema, not to trace the grammaticalization of the HA evaluative
components, but basically to show that such components fit into the
evaluative schema "it is X to/that Y" to express some judgements that
are "interpreted as introducing a modal notion".

Due to the fact that Heine's (1993) evaluative schema does not detail
the syntactic properties of the schema structure, the present paper
follows the assumptions and findings of the HA syntactic studies,
which have been conducted within the Principles and Parameters
syntactic approach (P&P) (Chomsky, 1981, 1986) along with insights
of the Minimalist Program (MP) (Chomsky, 1995, 1999, 2000).

The HA examples discussed in terms of the structure "it is X to/that
Y", where X stands for the evaluative component and Y stands for its
verbal complement, have clarified the following. The structure "it is X
to/that Y" presents two clauses: a higher CP clause (matrix clause) and
a lower CP clause (complement). The variant X is an evaluative
component occurring in the matrix CP clause ("it is X"') and selects for
the CP complement "to/that Y"'.

The matrix clause shows the following properties. It may have the
non-referential dummy/expletive subject hu. that carries third person
singular masculine features: default unmarked agreement. The presence
of the expletive subject, however, is optional and when it occurs it is
base-generated in the specifier position of TP and it is in the
nominative case. If it is absent, the position is occupied by the
phonetically null nominative expletive subject pro. Evidence for this
claim comes from the fact that the evaluative component can be
embedded under the complementizer inn that obligatorily requires the
presence of the expletive subject in accusative case. According to Al
Zahrani (2013: 114) and Fassi Fehri (1993: 33) subjects occupying
Spec TP are nominative unless they are governed by an overt case-
assigning element such as the complementizer inn. The study has also
shown some structures where both the expletive subject and the
complementizer may or may not be morphologically realized. In such a
case, if the tense is present T is phonetically null, so the matrix clause
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may only show the evaluative component with its CP complement (see
Table 7).

The CP complements of an evaluative component are all verbal
complements that may interpret present time reading and future perfect
reading when T is null, or past time reading and past perfect time
reading when T is overtly occupied by a perfective form.

The discussion in this paper has also shown some future research
points and some related issues that should be taken into consideration.
First, Heine's (1993) evaluative schema presents some forms that have
been fully grammaticalized or shown some degrees of grammaticalization.
This gives a rise to the question of whether or not (some of) the HA
forms listed in Table 3 through Table 6 have been fully/partially
grammaticalized. The answer to such a question requires a heavy
linguistic corpus for an individual investigation of each element within
a grammaticalization framework. For instance, one may explore them
according to the seven stages (stages A-G) suggested by Heine (1993:
53-66).

Second, the evaluative components listed in Table 3 through Table 6
belong to different grammatical categories: verbs, pronominals and
prepositionals. This, in turn, suggests that they may exhibit different
selectional properties and syntactic behavior. Thus, an individual
investigation of the syntactic properties of each evaluative component
should enrich the literature not only on HA modal expressions, but also
on the field of modality in general.

Third, a study of a challenging morphosyntactic and semantic
investigation may be conducted. That is, one may consider a way to
unite the findings of this paper and the findings of Al Zahrani's (2013)
and (2018) studies. On the one hand, the study may explore the
position(s) of the evaluative components listed in Table 3 through
Table 6 in light of the three hierarchical positions (epistemic, deontic
and dynamic) suggested in Al Zahrani's studies. Then, it may also
explore how the modals investigated by Al Zahrani (2013), reproduced
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in Table 1, can fit within the evaluative schema suggested by Heine's
(1993). Such a study would show some interesting findings of a
massive number of HA modal forms and modal phrases expressing
evaluative concepts and classified according to the main modality
domains (epistemic, deontic and dynamic) with their different
placements in the hierarchy.

9. Appendix 1: Consonants and Vowels

Consonants

IPA Equivalent Description
[?] Glottal stop
[b] Bilabial stop
[t] Voiceless dental stop
[6] Voiceless emphatic dental fricative
[&] Voiceless retroflex fricative
[h] Voiceless pharyngeal fricative
[x] Voiceless velar fricative
[d] Voiced dental fricative
[d] Voiced emphatic dental fricative
[r] Dental trill
[z] Voiced dental fricative
[s] Voiceless dental fricative
[ Voiceless palatal fricative
[s9] Voiceless emphatic dental fricative
[d] Voiced emphatic stop
[£] Voiceless emphatic dental stop
[0°] Voiced emphatic interdental fricative
[€] Voiced pharyngeal fricative
[v] Voiced velar fricative
[£] Voiceless labiodental fricative
[q] Voiceless uvular stop
[k] Voiceless velar stop
[1] Lateral dental
[m] Bilabial nasal
[n] Dental nasal
[h] Voiceless laryngeal fricative
[w] Bilabial glide
[ Palatal glide
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Vowels
IPA Equivalent Description

[a] Short low front
[a:] Long low front
[i] Short high front
[i:] Long high front
[u] Short high back
[u:] Long high back

10. Appendix 2: Abbreviations

(4] absence of element HA Hijazi Arabic
1 First person Impf Imperfective verb form
2 Second person Inf Infinitive
3 Third person Neg Negative
acc Accusative case M Masculine
AspP Aspect Phrase (Projection) nom Nominative case
aux auxiliary P Preposition
C Complementizer Pf Perfective verb form
CA Classical Arabic pl Plural
Cp Complemgnti;er Phrase pro empty gqminative pronoun
(Projection) position (expletive)
D Determinative sg Singular
DModP Deon;nli)cr(l)\;le(z:c:ieﬁnI;hrase Spec Specifier of XP
DyModP Dynalg)ifolg/elggiilfhrase subj Subjunctive Mood
EModP Episteglircoj\e/l(g?:rll)l’ hrase T The head position of the TP
expl.acc Expletive Accusative Subject Tax-AspP Taxi(sI-)ﬁ;[;i;toII’ll)lrase
expl.nom Expletive Nominative Subject TP Tense Phrase (Projection)
F Feminine VP Verb Phrase (Projection)
gen Genitive case SA Standard Arabic
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Abstract: This paper investigates the phenomenon of Gapping in coordination
structures in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA). It proposes an analysis based on
Chomsky's (2005, 2008) Feature-Inheritance model of Agree (FI, henceforth). The
analysis diverges from other works on coordination such as Deletion (e.g.,
Hankamer,1979; Wilder, 1994), Low VP Coordination and VP-Ellipsis (e.g.,
Toosarvandani, 2013), and Low vP Coordination followed by an Across-the-Board
(ATB) movement (Johnson, 2009); instead, it analyzes coordination in MSA as a
binary relation where every coordinated conjunct is a full CP, and the conjunction is
the head of a ConjP. The analysis uses semantic as well as syntactic explanation for
Gapping in MSA, thus rendering the need for a distinct structure for coordination
unnecessary.

Keywords: Agree, Arabic, Coordination, Gapping, Licensing.
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I. Introduction

Coordination structure in various languages has been a subject of
investigation for many decades. Coordination can simply be defined as
a syntactic process whereby two or more words, phrases, or sentences
are joined by using conjunctions (or coordinators) such as and, or, but,
etc. The coordinated elements are referred to as conjuncts, and they can
be NPs, VPs, PPs, or APs, as can be seen in the following examples:

(1) Westill need the [np bat] and [np ball] (Zhang, 2010, p. 38)
(2) The [apred] and [ap blue] flag (Zhang, 2010, p. 38)
(3) Bill [ypordered beans] and Sam rice. (Carlson, 2002, p. 11)

Generally, conjuncts are symmetric in the sense that they can share
similar syntactic categories and similar Cases (Goodall, 2017); however,
counterexamples indicate that coordination can be asymmetric as the
following examples show:

(4) Jermaine is [ap boring] and is [np a fool].  (Zhang, 2010, p. 149)

(5) They are now [sp married] and [vyp thinking of having children].
(Goodall, 2017, p. 4)

(6) Patis [ap healthy] and [pp of sound mind]. (Sag et al. 1985, p.1)

Coordination is argued to be subject to Coordinate Structure Constraint
(CSC) (Ross, 1967), which does not allow extraction out of one conjunct
only:

(7) *What did Mary eat ------- and [the orange]? (Goodall, p. 9)

Nevertheless, violations of CSC have been documented (see, e.g.,
Goodall, 2017; Johnson, 2009; Kehler, 2002). Consider the following
example (in Winter, 2017, p. 36):

(8) What forms of cancer can you eat herbs and not get?

This is a clear violation of CSC where the extraction occurs from the
second conjunct. Moreover, an Across-the-Board extraction is possible
provided that it occurs in every conjunct:

(9) Which class; does John add t; and Mary drop t;?
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Having touched briefly on the general properties of coordination, I will
focus on one type of coordination known as Gapping. The term
Gapping was first introduced to the literature by Ross (1970). Gapping
ever since has received different definitions and analyses in the
literature. In the next section, I will present Gapping - in English - and
some of its characteristics, and based on which, Gapping in MSA will
be presented and contrasted.

I1. Gapping in English

Gapping occurs in non-initial conjuncts, and when it occurs, it targets -
at least - the verb in the second conjunct of two coordinated
conjuncts'’; thus, leaving behind what is known as the remnants™
(e.g., Sam and rice in example (10)). Notice that the sentence in (3) is
argued to have been derived from (10):

(10) Bill ordered beans and Sam erdered rice.

In this example, every conjunct has its own subject: Bill and Sam,
respectively (see, examples (14), (15), and (16) below for other elements
which can be deleted).

Gapping is subject to various constraints. For example, it does not
occur when the first conjunct is negated as exemplified in (11):

(11) *John didn’t see Mary and Bill Sue. (Sag et al. 1985, p.158)

Note, however, that another type of coordination, namely VP-
Ellipsis®, applies when the first conjunct is negated:

(12) John didn’t see Mary, but Bill did see Mary.

Hankamer (1979) noted that Gapping cannot affect a verb in an
embedded clause, as the ungrammaticality of (13) indicates:

(1) Or probably the last verb in a string of coordinations as in the Multiple Coordinate
Complex (see, Winter, 2017, for more examples).

(2) Note that remnants may not form constituents (see, Goodall, 2017, among others).

(3) More on VP-Ellipsis and why Gapping sometimes is analyzed as an instance of
this process will be presented later in the discussion.

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glao



—— Dr. Ahmad Ismail Assiri

(13) *Alfonse stole the emeralds, and I think that Muggsy stele the
pearls. (Hankamer, 1979, p. 19)

Based on such examples, Hankamer proposed the No Embedding
Constraint as one constraint to control Gapping.

Moreover, Gapping has been observed to target other elements in a
sentence (i.e., other than verbs); for example, Hankamer (1979) argues
that (forward) Gapping in (14) results from a “simple deletion operation:
1.e. deletion of the second of two identical corresponding constituents
in a conjoined structure” (p. 55):

(14) John cooked the eggplant and Jehsn ate the mushrooms.
(15) Some had ordered mussels, and others had-erdered swordfish.
(Toosarvandani, 2013, p. 1)

Note that the subject John in (14) is the same in both conjuncts, thus it
gaps in the second conjunct. Likewise, the auxiliary sad and the verb
ordered in example (15) were deleted.

Equally, Gapping can target other phrases (PP, NP, AP, TP, etc.). In
(16), the gapped string is argued to be wants to try cooking:

(16) Mary wants to try cooking a pie and John a soufflé.
(Goodall, p. 12)

It has also been observed that Gapping imposes certain parallelism
conditions such as matching of the orders, Case markings, and syntactic
(categorial) parallelism between the correlates; nevertheless, such
parallelism can be challenged™ by the following examples:

(17) Mary and him went to the restaurant for dinner. (Goodall, p. 4)
(18) John walked slowly and with great care. (In Zhang, 2010, p. 20)

A common observation from the examples above shows that there is
generally a verbal element gapped in all of those examples, leading some
analyses to conclude that Gapping is - more or less- a form of VP-
Ellipsis (see, e.g., Toosarvandani, 2013).

(4) It must be stated here that the asymmetric behavior of coordination is not the main
concern for this analysis, for it is be limited to symmetric cases of coordination.
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However, it has been proven that Gapping is not VP-Ellipsis. For
example, in VP-Ellipsis, an entire VP in the second conjunct in
coordination structures gets deleted, however, an auxiliary is left behind:

(19) Elves don’t practice necromancy and trolls do praetice
neeremaney. (Erschler, 2018, p. 17)

In this way, VP-Ellipsis is similar to Pseudogapping. In fact, researchers
such as Johnson (2009) analyzes Pseudogapping as an instance of VP-
Ellipsis.

Moreover, Gapping differs from VP-Ellipsis in that it is restricted to non-
initial conjuncts, as the ungrammaticality for this example indicates:

(20) *Bill the pancake and John prepared the sandwiches.

Johnson (2009, p. 29) highlights some similarities between VP-Ellipsis
and Gapping. One of such similarities concerns the effect of the relative
scopes of the quantificational DPs. Specifically, the relative scopes of the
subjects and objects in the first conjunct (of both structures) match those
of the subjects and deleted verbs (and objects) in the second conjunct:

(21) A student will talk to every alumna first and a dean will
immediately afterwards. (VP-Ellipsis)

(22) A student will talk to every alumna first and a dean immediately
afterwards. (Gapping)

Notice, however, that the presence of a name (i.e., Dean Edwards in
(23) and (24)) blocks the wide interpretation given to the obj ect® as in:

(23) A student will talk to every alumna first and Dean Edwards will
immediately afterwards. (VP-Ellipsis)

(24) A student will talk to every alumna first and Dean Edwards
immediately afterwards. (Gapping)

Still, however, Johnson (2009, p. 293) argues that Gapping derives a
different scope relation from VP-Ellipsis. For example, the subject
woman in the first conjunct can bind the pronoun %er in the second

(5) Thanks are due to one of the reviewers for highlighting this point.
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conjunct in example (25):
(25) No woman can join the army and her girlfriend the navy.

However, the same kind of scope relation between the woman and the
pronoun Aer is not possible in Pseudogapping:

(26) No woman can join the army and/but her girlfriend can the navy.

Johnson thus concludes that such similarities between VP-Ellipsis (and
thus Pseudogapping) and Gapping cannot be taken as a diagnostic to
show they are the same.

Gapping is different from subordination in that it cannot occur in
subordinating conjunctions, as exemplified in (27):

(27) Sandy plays the guitar, {and/or *because/*if/*better than} Betsy

[ ] The harmonica.
(28) Sandy plays the guitar {and/or/because/after/if/better than}
Betsy does/did [ ] too. (In Albukhari, 2016, p. 55)

Note, however, that Pseudogapping can occur in subordination structures
as in (28).

As we have seen in example (13) above, Gapping cannot occur in
embedded structures, but Pseudogapping can:

(29) *Amanda went to Santa Cruz, and Bill thinks that Claire [ ]
to Monterrey. Gapping in embedded structure. (In Albukhari,
2016, p. 56)

Finally, Gapping is a recursive process by which a number of non-
initial conjuncts lack certain elements, as exemplified in (Alzaidi, 2018,
p. 98):

(30) Jane’s birthday is in May, John’s in June, and Rex’s in July.

This section presented some characteristics of Gapping in English. In
the following section, I will present some of the previous analyses
proposed for Gapping. The internal structure of coordinated conjuncts
will be discussed.
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II1. Previous Analyses for Gapping
A. The internal structure of conjuncts:

The standard approach to coordination entails that conjuncts are
constituents of the same type of syntactic category (i.e., the Law of
Coordination of Likes); however, empirical data pose challenges to this
conclusion (see, €.g., sentences in (4), (5), and (6)). Such inconsistences
in the behavior of coordination have added to the puzzling nature of
coordination.

Various analyses have been proposed for the internal structure of
conjuncts. Sag et al. (1985), for example, proposed that coordination in
example (31) is derived by a transformational rule called "Conjunction
Reduction" (p. 134).

(31) Kim sang and was accompanied by Sandy. (p. 134)

Inspired by Chomsky's (1970) work on features specification for
syntactic categories, Sag et al. (1985), argued that coordination could
be explained based on such features, where a feature CONJ could be
present or absent on a category. They further argued that the default
specification for CONJ was to have no specification at all; they
however maintained that it was possible for a CONJ specification to be
present on a mother category.

As for the semantic interpretation of a conjunction, Sag et al. argued
that it was the value of o which provided the meaning of the
conjunction, not the conjunction. Thus, the following representation
was provided for the sentence in (33):
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(32) s

NP -y

Pat v _ X?[+PRD]

is N2 [+PRD], [CONJ NIL] A? [+PRD], [CONJ and]
TN

N2 [+PRD] and Al [+PRD]

Pk 7%

(33) Patis arepublican and proud of it.

Wilder (1994) argues for a modification to 'small conjunct hypothesis',
which entails that a conjunct can be of any category and assumes that
"[c]onjuncts are extended projections (CPs, DPs, ...)" (p. 291). That is,
they can be clausal conjuncts. Gapping then, according to Wilder, is an
instance of forward deletion” (like left-peripheral deletion) which
targets large constituents; thus, under this analysis, conjuncts are
constituents with maximal projections (p. 309). Building on Munn
(1987) and Larson (1990), Wilder analyzes conjunctions and, or, etc. as
heads which take root CPs'” as their arguments (p. 309); specifically,
under this analysis, conjuncts are now specifiers and complements, as
in (34):

(34)

&P

XP &

& XP

(6) Gapping to Wilder is one example of Ellipsis, or deletion of phonological material
which must be visible for LF interpretation.
(7) Note that according to Wilder, all non-DP-Conjuncts are root CPs. (p. 312).
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Johannessen (1998) argues that coordination is a Conjunction Phrase
(ConjP) headed by a Conj. The first conjunct is in spec position of
ConjP and the second conjunct is the complement of the head of this
phrase (Spec-head structure):

(35) Spec-head structure: [coppx; X [co Co Y]]
(36)

¥
VT w
&
DP| CGI‘I_]
C{:m P,

According to Johannessen, a spec-head agreement is established
between DP; and the head Conj, and as a result, the Conj head inherits
the syntactic category features of DP;. As for Case, Johannessen
assumes that the head Conj is a case-licenser and the Case of the
second conjunct is a default Case. It is worth mentioning here that
conjuncts in Johannessen's analysis can be CPs (p. 204).

Johnson (2005, 2009) argues that coordination is a result of a process
he called Low Coordination Reduction. In this analysis, coordination is
formed by Low VP Coordination whereby the functional vP is
branching into two vPs and the coordinator (or conjunction). Johnson
argues that there are two lexical verbs (i.e., 'eat' in example (37)) and
each of which performs an Across-The-Board (ATB) movement to spec
of PredP. The subject of the first conjunct must raise to spec TP to give
the correct word order, as in (38):

(37) Some will eat beans and others rice (Johnson, 2009, p. 22)
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(38) P
DP TP

some T PredP
| ey

will VP PredP
N

Pred T
eat f; Pre v

vP and vP
vP pDPp vP
/ﬁﬁ-._\,_“ A

)P\ others v VP
/\

DP] Dl:’I
N

beans rice

According to Johnson, Low Coordination Reduction proves that
Gapping cannot be reduced to VP-Ellipsis, for it blocks VP-Ellipsis. To
maintain this argument, Johnson suggests that the verb must be placed
outside the coordination, thus when vPs are coordinated, Gapping
applies, and an ATB movement of VP occurs.

Johnson assumed that for the Case on the subject to be licensed, it must
undergo an A-movement to spec TP, thus CSC cannot be a constraint
on this kind of movement. As for the Case of the subject in the second
conjunct, it receives case in-situ (i.e., in spec vP).

Toosarvandani (2013) argues that Gapping arises through a mechanism
of Low vP Coordination (following Johnson, 2005, 2009) and VP-
Ellipsis  (contra  Johnson, 2009). Concretely, according to
Toosarvandani, for Ellipsis to occur, the elided verb and its antecedent
in the first conjunct must be identical, thus the DP ‘mussels’ in example
(39) must raise outside VP® otherwise it would be subject to elision.

(8) This is achieved through a covert movement at LF or PF (cf. Merchant, 2001,
2008).
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(Note that the same operation applies to the DP ‘swordfish’ in the
second conjunct as shown in (40)):

(39) Some had ordered mussels, and others -- swordfish.

Notice further that there is no need to move the antecedent verb outside
the coordination (e.g., to spec PredP, as in Johnson’s (2009) analysis).

(40)

TP (Toosarvandani, p. 20)
DPF T
some T 'xJ-'P
t v and % ¥
v VP others v VP
VP . Ava DP;
L e .1"'-...___--.-‘ 1- . o - _“ -
\'l P> A b | swoidfish
Ordered mussels ordered

As far as Case licensing on the subjects of the two conjuncts is
concerned, Toosarvandani follows Johnson’s (2009) assumptions that
the subject some raises to spec TP, while the subject others receives

Case in-situ®.

Following Merchant (2001, 2004"?), Erschler (2018) proposes that

(9) Note that raising of the subject of the first conjunct to spec TP is a violation of
CSC; however, this can be explained if we consider Fox’s (2000) argument that
CSC holds at LF representation, which indicates that movement is not subject to
this constraint.

(10) Note however that according to Merchant (2004) Ellipsis in sentence fragments
is licensed by a feature E, which is hosted by a head whose complement must be
deleted.
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Gapping is derived through a process of agreement. Specifically, two
separate heads derive Gapping where the higher head L (in (41)) hosts
a licensing feature: E, and this head must agree with the lower head X
whose whole complement ZP is to be deleted:

(41) P (p. 54)
L [H

XP

agreement X s

To account for the across-linguistic variation in Ellipsis, Erschler
proposes that the E-feature can be hosted by different heads in different
languages. Erschler further adds that Ellipsis involves movement and
deletion whereby the remnants move out of the Ellipsis site and the
hosting structure deletes. Accordingly, the E-feature in (42) is
uninterpretable and its interpretable counterpart is the category of X (or
XP). This kind of agreement is subject to locality as well as minimality
conditions. Therefore, agreement can be blocked by an intervening CP
or closer, matching head. The agreement morphology is then
manifested by the “non-pronouncement” of the complement (p. 53).
According to Erschler, the E-feature in English (and Dutch) is located
on the head of & P in (42):

(42) &p (Erschler, p. 95)
xp, &
56
agreement > Y h XP,
491 ;% 02021 plpws - 1442 Liay (27) aasl




Gapping in Modern Standard Arabic: An Agree-Based Analysis ——

To explain why Gapping (in English) cannot occur in an embedded finite
clause, Erschler argues that it is a result of agreement failure between the
licensing head and the head which its complement is to be deleted (due
to locality reasons).Thus, the ungrammaticality in examples such as (13)
(repeated here as (43)) is due to a constraint on agreement: A CP blocks
agreement (embedded Gapping):

(43) * Alfonse stole the emeralds, and I think that Muggsy stele the
pearls. (Hankamer, 1979, p. 19)

Aelbrecht (2010) argues that agreement is a technical mechanism
which licenses Ellipsis. In her argument, Aelbrecht proposes that in
some cases of Ellipsis it is possible for more than one head to coincide
to license Ellipsis. Gapping in English is one of such cases; that is, VP-
Ellipsis in English is licensed by the presence of the finite form of
auxiliaries have or be. Thus, the ungrammaticality of example (44) is
due to the presence of a non-finite form of have, which cannot license
Ellipsis:

(44) *I hadn’t thought about it, but I recall Max having. (Aelbrecht,
2012, p. 15)

Having presented some analyses of Gapping in English, I will briefly
discuss some analyses proposed for the Gapping phenomenon in Arabic.

IV. Arabic Gapping constructions
Different analyses have been presented for the coordination structure in a
handful varieties of Arabic (e.g., Jordanian, Libyan, Hijazi, Moroccan,
and Lebanese Arabic). Consider the following examples of Gapping in
JA and Hijazi Arabic, respectively:
(45) hasan b-j-akol pitza, wSumar [ ] burger (Albukhari, 2016, p. 5)
Hasan Asp-3ms-eat.IMP pizza and Omar burger
‘Hasan eats pizza, and Omar [eats] burger.’
(46) xa:lid rath jiddah w sarah ar-riya:df.
Khaled go.pfv.3sm and Sarah the Riyadh  (Alzaidi, 2018, p. 99)
‘Khaled went to Jeddah, and Sara to Riyadh.’
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In each example, there are two conjuncts connected be the conjunction
w ‘and’.
In the following paragraphs, I will present some properties of Gapping

in MSA. These properties will be compared to those of Gapping in
English. Consider the following examples from MSA:

47) ?akala ar-rajul-u at-taam-a wa Sariba al-walad-u  al-maa?-a
ate(3.ms) Def-man-Nom Def-food-Acc and drank(3.ms) Def-boy-Nom Def-
water-Acc
‘The man ate the food and the boy drank the water’

(48) Pakala Ali-un at-tufaah-at-a wa  Zakala Saad-un al-xubz-a

Ate (3ms) Ali-Nom Def-apple-f-Acc and ate(3ms) Saad-Nom Def-bread-Acc
‘Ali ate the apple and Saad the bread’

(49) daraba  Ali-un al-walad-a wa daraba  -Aliun al-bint-a
hit 3ms) Ali-Nom Def-boy-Acc and hitBms) Al-Nem Def-girl-Acc
‘Ali hit the boy and the girl’

In example (47), there are two coordinated conjuncts connected by the
conjunction wa ‘and’. Each conjunct has a different subject (i.e., ar-
rajul 'the man' vs. al-walad 'the boy' and different verb (i.e., Zakala
‘ate(3ms)’ vs. Sariba ‘drank(3.ms)’). Note that Gapping does not apply

in this example since there are no redundant syntactic elements, which
can be deleted.

MSA shows constructions of Gapping as exemplified in (48), for
instance. In this example, only the verb Zakala 'ate(3ms)' in the second
conjunct is deleted. The verb here gets deleted under identity with an
antecedent in the first conjunct; that is, it can be recovered from the
similar verb in the first conjunct. Notice further that the subjects of the
two conjuncts are not similar.

When the subjects as well as the verbs in each conjunct are similar (as
in example (49)) they can be elided in the second conjunct (under
identity with their antecedents in the first conjunct). Thus, the verb
darab ‘hit (3ms) and the subject Ali are gapped.

Thus far, we have seen that Gapping in MSA resembles Gapping in
English in that it occurs in non-initial conjuncts, and when it occurs, it
targets the identical verb (and subject) in the second conjunct.
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Like in English, Gapping in MSA does not occur when the first
conjunct is negated:
(50) *lamyara Ali-un  Saad-an wa  Muhammad-un  Fatimat-a
not see(3ms) Ali-Nom Saad-Acc and  Muhammad-Nom Fatimah-Acc
Intended: ‘Ali did not see Saad and Muhammad did not see Fatimah’
We have seen that Gapping in English cannot affect a verb in an
embedded clause. The corresponding structure in MSA is similarly
ungrammatical, as can be seen in the following example:
(51) *Oahaba Ali-un ?ila al-madrasat-i, wa yaStagidu  Saad-un
went(3ms) Ali-Nom to Def-school-Gen, and thinks(3ms) Saad-Nom
‘Panna Fatimat-a [ ] 7ila as-suug-i.
that Ftimah-Acc to Def-market-Gen
Intended: ‘Ali went to school, and Saad thinks that Fatimah went to the
market’ Like in English"", Gapping in MSA can target non-verbal
elements in the second conjunct (i.e., elements other than verbs and/or
subjects):

(52) marar-tu bi Zayd-in wa mararta bt Amr-in
passed-(1s) by Zayd-Gen. and passed-(1s) by Amr-Gen
“I passed by Zayd and Amr’

In this example, the verb and the subject -tu as well as the preposition
bi ‘by’ are deleted in the second conjunct. (Note that the Genitive Case
on the object Amr indicates that the preposition is the source for this
Case (possibly through Agree)).

One of the reviewers wonders if MSA shows a similar structure to
English example in (53). It seems that the corresponding example in
MSA in (54) is not possible:

(53) Peter has given magazines to John and Mary books.

(54) *7?afta  Ali-un al-qalam-a li ar-rajul-i  wa Saad-un al-kutub-a
gave(3ms) Ali-Nom Def-pen-Acc to Def-man-Gen and Saad-Nom Def-books-Acc
Intended: ‘Ali gave the pen to the man and the books to Saad’

(11) See the following, similar examples from Goodall (2017, p. 16), where (a) is
derived from (b):
a. The old man fed the birds and the squirrels
b. The old man fed the birds and the-old-manfed the squirrels
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The second conjunct in (54) misses, in addition to the verb and the
subject, the preposition /i ‘to’, and the sentence is rendered
ungrammatical. However, if the order of the elements - within the
second conjunct - is changed to match that of the first conjunct, and if

we add the preposition /i, then the sentence becomes acceptable:

(55) 7afta Ali-un al-qalam-a i ar-rajul-i wa al-kutub-a li Saad-in
gave Ali-Nom Def-pen-Acc to Def-man-Gen and Def-books-Acc to Saad-Gen
Intended: Ali gave the pen to the man and the books to Saad’

Gapping in MSA, like in English, observes certain parallelism
conditions such as matching of the orders, Case markings, and syntactic
(categorial) parallelism between the coordinated conjuncts'?, for
example:
(56) *ya-qumu Zayd-un wa gaSada

ASP-stand(3ms) Zayd-Nom and sat(3ms)

‘Zayd stands /is standing (up) and sat (down)’

The ungrammaticality of this example is due to the difference in tense
between the first and second conjuncts (i.e., present/progressive vs.

past).

We have seen that Gapping in English shows some similarities to cases
of VP-Ellipsis"”, and we have seen that such similarities should not be
used as diagnostics to relate the two processes (see, Johnson, 2009, for
arguments). Gapping in MSA is different from VP-Ellipsis in various
ways. For instance, in VP-Ellipsis, an entire VP in the second conjunct
in coordination structures gets deleted, however, an auxiliary is left behind
(see example (19) above) . This is not possible in MSA, consider the
following examples:
(57) kaana ar-rajul-u  ya-?kulu  at-taam-a wa ya-Srabu  al-maa?-a
was(3ms) Def-man-Nom Asp-eat(3ms) Def-food-Acc and Asp-drink(3ms)

Def-water-Acc
‘The man was eating the food and drinking the water’

(12) We have seen in sections (I) and (II) that such parallelism conditions can be
challenged.

(13) It has been indicated that Pseudogapping was analyzed as an instance of VP-
Ellipsis (see, Johnson, 2009).

A
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(58) kaana ar-rajul-uqad ?Pakala  at-tafam-a  wa Sariba al-maa?-a
was(3ms) Def-man-Nom already ate(3.m) Def-food-Acc and drank(3.m)
Def-water-Acc
Intended: ‘The man has already eaten the food and drunk the water’

In these examples, the auxiliary kaan ‘was’ as well as the particle gad
‘already’ delete in the second conjunct (along with the subjects). This
indicates that Gapping in MSA cannot be analyzed as VP-Ellipsis. In
addition, it is save to claim that Pseudogapping is not a possible
structure in MSA either (see similar conclusions for JA and for LA by
Albukhari, 2016; and Algryani, 2010, respectively).

Gapping in MSA shows another similarity to English in that it is limited
to non-initial conjuncts. Compare this example from MSA with its
corresponding English structure in (20):

(59) *Ahmad-u at-tafam-a  wa 7afada Saad-un  al-halwa

Ahmad-Nom Def-food-Acc and prepared(3ms) Saad-Nom Def-dessert-Acc
Intended: ‘Ahmad prepared the food and Saad the dessert’

We have also seen that Gapping, in English, derives a different scope
relation from Pseudogapping by allowing the subject in the first
conjunct to bind a pronoun in the second conjunct, as in (25) above
(repeated her as (60)):

(60) No woman can join the army and her girlfriend the navy.

The same scopal relation occurs in MSA Gapping constructions:

(61) hadara at-taalib-u wa ?Pax-u-hu
came(3ms) Def-student-Nom and  brother-Nom-his
‘The student came and his brother’

In (61), the subject at-taalib ‘the student’ can bind the pronoun -Au
‘his’ in the second conjunct.

Another similarity between Gapping structures in English and in MSA
is related to the fact that Gapping cannot occur in subordinating
conjunctions'?, as exemplified in (62):

(14) It has been shown that Pseudogapping can occur with subordinating conjunctions
(see, example 28 above).
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(62) *Pakala Ali-un at-tafam-a  *li’ana/*itha/*baynama Amr-un  al-fakihat-a
ate(3ms) Ali-Nom Def-food-Acc *because/*if/*while =~ Amr-Nom Def-fruit-Acc

It has also been shown that Gapping is a recursive process in English.

The same is true for Gapping in MSA, consider the following example:

(63) Pakala Saeed-un al-fakihat-a wa Ali-un al-lahm-a wa Fatimat-u al-xubz-a
ate(3ms) Saeed-Nom Def-fruit-Acc and Ali-Nom Def-meat-Acc and Fatimah-

Nom Def-bread-Acc
Intended: ‘Saeed ate the fruit and Ali the meat and Fatimah the bread’

Note that verb Pakala ‘ate’ is deleted in the second as well as the third
conjuncts.

One of the reviewers wonders if MSA shows cases of ATB extraction
as in the following example:

(64) Which apple did John take and which apple Mary?

A corresponding example in Arabic is not grammatical'”, as exemplified

in (65):

(65) *?aya tuffahat-in Pakala Muhammad-un wa ?aya tuffahat-in Fatimat-u?
which apple-Gen ate(3ms) Muhammad-Nom and which apple-Gen Fatimat-Nom?

It seems that MSA differs from English in this context, and ATB
extraction is not possible in MSA.

One last point to be highlighted concerns the effect of the relative
scopes of the quantificational DPs. We have discussed similar relation
in examples (22) and (24). The following examples are suggested by
one of the reviewers:

(66) A student accompanied every visitor.
(67) A student accompanied every visitor yesterday, and Mr. Johnson,
today.

We have pointed out that a wide scope interpretation holds for the
object in (66). However, this wide scope reading is prevented in (67),

(15) Howeyver, this structure becomes better if the verb in the second conjunct is not
deleted:
(a) ?aya tuffahat-in ?akala Muhammad-un wa ?aya tuffahat-in 2akalat Fatimat-u?

497 ,.% 02021 plprs - 1442 Liny (27) aasll

_ : F‘J i




Gapping in Modern Standard Arabic: An Agree-Based Analysis ——

due to the presence of the subject: Mr. Johnson. That is, the deleted
object cannot scope over the subject Mr. Johnson, and the same holds
between the subject and object in the first conjunct (i.e., no wide scope
interpretation is permitted for the object)'®.

After presenting some of the properties of Gapping in MSA, I will
briefly present one of the very few analyses of Gapping conducted in
one dialect of Arabic (i.e., Jordanian Arabic).

V. Gapping in Jordanian Arabic (JA)

Following Johnson (2009), Albukhari (2016) provides an analysis for
Gapping in JA. In her analysis, the Low vP Coordination construction
headed by a single T is formed and the gap is the result of an ATB
movement. Moreover, based on the tense and aspect of the verb
involved, Albukhari argues for two versions of the ATB movement in
such constructions. Particularly, unlike Johnson, Albukhari proposes
that for the perfective verb (i.e., past tense) in example (68), there are
two types of ATB movement.

(68) hasan Jtara sajjarra, W Cumar [ ftara ] be:t
Hasan buy.3ms.PER car and Omar [buy.3ms.PER] house
‘Hasan bought a car, and Omar a house.’

(16) Assuming that the same kind of scope interpretation holds in MSA, the (deleted)
object in the second conjunct in (a) cannot scope over the subject al-mudiir ‘the
rector’. Consequently, such scopal relation is prevented between the object and
the subject in the first conjunct:

(a) rafaga taalib-un kulla zaa?ir-in bi-al-‘msi wa rafaga- al-mudiir-u Jaalla
accompanied(3m)  student-Nom-Indef every visit-Gen  yesterday, and
accompanied(3m) Def-rector-Nom every zaa’ir-in alyawma visiter-Gen today
Hopefully, this kind of structures will be addressed in another work, for it would
take the current argument off-course.
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(69)
JP_ (p. 75)
TP
hasam, T PredP
Jiara - e
\vp VP
t3 ta 1P W vP
: t|-..- ) vP  and DP vP
P e
v VP Sumar v NP
DP; DP:
| A A

sajja:ra be:t

In this analysis, the subject of the first conjunct raises to spec TP (under
the assumption that the subject receives Case in its original position),
while the subject of the second conjunct remains in-situ and the Case is
a default Case. The objects in both conjuncts adjoin the two vPs
(rightward movement). Only then does ATB movement applies"'” and
the two verbs move to a position higher than vP but lower than spec TP
(i.e., PredP). The verb then raises further to T (to satisfy a requirement
on V to T raising in JA). That is, Albukhari argues for an additional
ATB movement of the head V of this VP to T (building on
Benmamoun’s (2000) argument that in past tense and perfective forms
of the verbs, a V to T movement is required in Arabic).

(17) Note that for ATB movement to apply, the two VPs must be parallel and a
contrastive relationship must also be present between the remnants (i.e., {umar
and burger) and their correlates (i.c., Zasan and pitza), see also Kuno (1976).
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Nevertheless, in case of an imperfective verb, no further movement (a
la V to T) is expected, thus ATB movement stops at the position argued
by Johnson (2009): PredP. Consider the representation in (71) for

Gapping in example (70):

(70) hasan  b-j-akol pitza, w Cumar [ ] burger
Hasan Asp-3ms-eat.IMP pizza and Omar burger
‘Hasan eats pizza, and Omar [eats] burger.’ (simultaneously)

1
(71) TP (p. 73)
bp TP
hasam, T PredP
L5, 2
A b WP w P
b-j-akol t vP  and DP; vP
e il .
v VP Sumarvy NP
ty DP- s DP,
PAN I
pitza burger

In the next section, a new analysis will be introduced for Gapping in
MSA. This analysis adopts Chomsky’s (2005, 2008) FI mode of Agree.
It will be shown that Gapping can be analyzed in a binary branching
configuration. The analysis argues against VP-Ellipsis as well as ATB
movement, as previously been proposed in various analyses.

VI. The proposed Analysis

Before presenting the new analysis, let us reconsider examples of
Gapping in MSA (examples (47), (48), and (49), repeated here as (72),
(73), and (74)):
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(72) ?akala  ar-rajul-u  at-taCam-a  wa Sariba al-walad-u  al-maa?-a
ate(3.ms) Def-man-Nom Def-food-Acc and drank(3.ms) Def-boy-Nom Def-
water-Acc
“The man ate the food and the boy drank the water’

(73) “Pakala Ali-un at-tufaah-at-a wa Zakala Saad-un al-xubz-a
ate(3ms) Ali-Nom Def-apple-f-Acc and—ate(Bms) Saad-Nom Def-bread-Acc
‘Ali ate the apple and Saad the bread’

(74) daraba Ali-un  al-walad-a wa daraba Adi-un al-bint-a
hit(3ms) Ali-Nom Def-boy-Acc and hitBms) Ali-Nem Def-girl-Acc
‘Ali hit the boy and the girl’

To explain how coordination works in these examples, some

assumptions regarding the internal structure for the conjuncts must be

made. Borrowing Zhang’s (2010) terminology, 1 will refer to the first
part in the coordination structures in MSA (e.g., 2akal-a ar-rajul-u at-
tafam-a in example (72) as the External Conjunct, and the second part
will be referred to as the Internal Conjunct. Notice that External

Conjunct follows the canonical word order for MSA: VSO. 1 will

follow Sag, et al (1985) and assume that the word order of the elements

in the Internal Conjunct corresponds to that of the External Conjunct.

I will further assume, following Hankamer (1979), that the verb 2akala
‘ate’ in example (73) exists in the Internal Conjunct, but it undergoes
deletion at some point in the derivation. Likewise, I will assume that
the subject of the Internal Conjunct in example (74) (i.e., Ali) gets
elided under identity with its corresponding subject in the External
Conjunct (i.e., being identical). It is also possible to assume that this
subject could be an unpronounced pronominal pro. Assuming a pro
subject is not a novel idea; it is has been assumed in the literature (see,
e.g., Brandner & Fanselow, 1992; Van Valin, 1986; Wilder, 1994) that
the deleted subject in the Internal Conjunct is a null pronominal pro
which is coreferential with the subject A/i in the External Conjunct
(see, the configuration in (77) below for shared subject coordination).

In the current analysis, it will be shown that coordination structure in
MSA does not require a distinctive structure; in other words, it can be
analyzed as a binary, but not ternary, relation (following Chomsky,
2013; Munn, 1987; Ross, 1967; Zhang, 2010, among others).
Moreover, it will be shown that resorting to ATB movement and/or
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Heavy NP Shift is unnecessary (cf. Albukhari, 2016; Johnson, 2009,
among others). Putting these assumptions together, the following
configuration is proposed for the sentence in (72):

75
(75) cp
C 1»
T .
DP VP
ar-rajul v _VP
g ConjP
Pakala DP Conj
at-taSam  Conj |
|
wa
0 B
Y
P
C e
T VP
DP vP
."/\‘. = -‘--.----------'
al-walad v VP

s DP
I N\
Sariba al-maa?

In (75), it is assumed, following Johannessen (1998) that the conjunction
(Conj) wa ‘and’ is the head of a Conjunction Phrase (ConjP). However,
contra Johannessen, the specifier of this phrase shall host the object of
the of the External Conjunct: at-tafam ‘the food in example (72).
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Inspired by Kubota & Levine (2016) and Wilder (1994), it will further
be assumed that the gapped conjunct (the Internal Conjunct for wa) is a
CP, not a VP or TP; in fact, every conjunct will be treated as a CP by
itself. Assuming a full CP is motivated and will prove to be necessary
for the current analysis, as will be shown in the following lines.

As has been indicated, this analysis adopts Chomsky’s (2005, 2008)
Feature-Inheritance (FI) model of Agree. Under this model, it will be
argued that the Nominative Cases on the subjects in both conjuncts are
valued through an Agree process in a Probe-Goal fashion. More
specifically, in every Conjunct, the C head bears a set of features which
must be transferred to the head T of TP. Particularly, C bears a set of
unvalued ¢-features and a valued Case feature (i.e., Nominative). The
head T inherits these features and a C-T Probe is formed. In the same
fashion, the v head bears a set of unvalued ¢-features and a valued Case
feature (i.e., Accusative) which must be transferred to and inherited by
the lexical head V, thus forming a v-V Probe.

According to the FI model, the Goals for such Probes must bear a set of
valued ¢-features and unvalued Case features. Therefore, when a C-T
Probe probes for a Goal, it receives valuation for its unvalued ¢-features,
and the Goal receives Nom. Case for its unvalued Case feature.
Likewise, a v-V Probe receives valuation for its unvalued ¢-features and
equally values the unvalued Case feature on its Goal (i.e., Accusative).

Based on the configuration in (75), the derivation for the Internal
Conjunct proceeds as follows: The functional head v transfers its set of
features (i.e., unvalued ¢-features and valued Case) to V. The v-V Probe
probes for Goals. The Probe reaches a possible Goal (i.e., al-maar-a
‘the-water-Acc’) and agrees with it; consequently, the DP al-maar?-a
receives valuation for its unvalued Case feature (i.e., Accusative), and
the v-V Probe receives valuation for its unvalued ¢-features. Similarly,
the Nom Case on the subject for the Internal Conjunct al-walad-u 'the
boy-Nom' is an outcome of an Agree relation between the C-T Probe and
this DP. (Notice that the derivation for the External Conjunct proceeds in
the same way as that of the Internal Conjunct).
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The verbs in both Conjuncts raise to v and then to T to maintain the
VSO order in MSA (see, Musabhien, 2005; Soltan, 2006, 2007, for a
similar conclusion). As to where the verb Pakala 'ate' in the Internal
Conjunct in example (73) gets deleted, I assume that once it receives
valuation for its unvalued features, it raises to v and then to T, where it
can get deleted. (Note that later in the discussion, it will be shown that
this kind of deletion is licensed).

For the shared subject coordination in (74), repeated here as (76), I will

propose (77):

(76) daraba Ali-un al-walad-a wa daraba Aliun al-bint-a
hit(3ms) Ali-Nom Def-boy-Acc and  hit(3ms) Ali-Nem/pro Def-girl-Acc
‘Ali hit the boy and the girl’

(77) -
¢ 1
i ) xP
pr
T YE_
v Conp
dm!ab D (oilj
Avdlada Coni [
_c’.l‘f'
¢
¥ ‘_)_if’,_
P 2
pro v B VP
v T T
dare al-bint-a

o .4
W '_\5_.:7 :.':
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The derivation for (76) proceeds as that of example (72) above, and the
subject for the Internal Conjunct Ali/pro receives valuation for its
[uCase] feature through Agree with the C-T probe within the Internal
Conjunct.

In the next subsection, I will discuss how deletion is licensed in MSA
Gapping constructions. It will be shown that an unvalued E-Feature on
the Conj head of ConjP interacts with a matching Goal which bears, in
addition to valued ¢-features and unvalued Case, a non-F-marked (i.e.,
given or non-contrastive) feature.

A. Licensing deletion

Thus far, it has been shown that every elided element in the Internal
Conjunct has an identical antecedent in the External Conjunct.
Merchant (2001) states that an expression is Given only when it has a
"salient antecedent" (p. 31), and being Given, that element becomes
subject to deletion. Merchant uses a focus condition on VP-Ellipsis,
which is based on the E-Givenness notion:

(78) A VP a can be deleted only if a is e-GIVEN. (Merchant, 2001,
p. 26)

(78) entails that deletion targets elements which are not F-marked (i.e.,
not focused), and the deleted element(s) can be recovered under
identity with their antecedent(s).

Merchant (2001, 2004) argues for a formal feature [E] on C'"® which
licenses deletion of the complement of C (in sluicing constructions). In
the following lines, I will adopt the core idea of Merchant’s argument,
but will make some additional assumptions. Specifically, I will present
a hybrid analysis which is based on semantic (identity licensing
condition) and syntactic assumptions:

(a) Following (Aelbrecht, 2010; Erschler, 2018; Merchant, 2001), I
will assume that there is an E-feature which licenses deletion of

(18) In addition to the syntactic features of [+wh] and [+Q] on the C head.

02021 plpod - 1442 1y (27) aa=ll




Gapping in Modern Standard Arabic: An Agree-Based Analysis ——

Given elements in the Internal Conjuncts. In other words, if there
is a Given element with a salient antecedent in the External
Conjunct, then it gets deleted in the Internal Conjunct. By the
same token, an F-marked element (i.e., contrastive or non-Given)
will be immune to deletion.

(b) I will further assume that this E-feature is borne by the Conj
head. This feature targets any Given (or non-F-marked elements,
including DPs or PPs""”). This E-feature interplays/interacts with
another feature (focused feature) on contrastive or new elements;
that is, the head Conj (bearing the E-feature) probes (as in
Chomsky's FI model of Agree) for Goals in order to receive
valuation.

(c) The E-feature is an uninterpretable and as such it requires
valuation through Agree with matching interpretable, non-F-
marked feature value on targeted elements.

(d) Agree succeeds when the E-feature on Conj receives valuation,
and consequently the non-F-marked®” (i.e., Given) element gets
deleted.

Inspired by Aelbrecht (2010) and Erschler (2018), I will take the non-
pronouncement (deletion) as an outcome of Agree between the E-
feature and its matching Goals®V. 1 divert; however, from Erschler and

(19) Notice that the idea of F-Markedness was first introduced for DPs, here 1 will
extend the idea to verbs and other syntactic (deletable) elements (e.g., PPs, APs,
etc.).

(20) If deletion occurs at PF level, then it cannot affect F-marked material. Reich
(2007, p. 472-473) highlights this as a rule constraining verb deletion. With
respect to VP-Ellipsis, Reich implies that if the object is F-marked (i.e., not
Given), then the F-markedness of this object may withstand deletion.

a. Ralph likes cats and Mike [vp likes [dp dogs]f]

So, dogs is F-marked, and thus cannot be deleted because it cannot be recovered
from the context.

b. *Ralph likes cats and Mike

(21) Merchant (2004) proposes similar argument for stripping, where there is an
uninterpretable feature (uConj) with which the head hosting the E-feature agrees.
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argue that deletion targets the head bearing interpretable value for E-
feature only, but not its complement. (Bacskar-Atkari (2018) argues for
a similar conclusion; specifically, deletion in VP-Ellipsis targets the
head verb only).

Consider the following configuration where the head Conj bearing
uninterpretable [E] feature probes for interpretable, non-F-marked
feature value on elements in its probing domain. This should allow the
E-feature to Agree with matching element(s), thus causing deletion of
such element(s):

(79) ConyP

Conj > cp

[uE] i

(& B

| T vP

N DP VP
T [iE(non-F]
v MR
v DP

——» [iE(non-F) [F-marked]
. == >

s

Based on this scenario, the uninterpretable feature on Conj [uE] probes
for elements which could value this feature. The subject DP, which
bears an interpretable E-feature (in addition to syntactic [ip] and
[uCase] features) can value this feature. Notice that to be able to value
this feature, the element must also be non-F-marked (i.e., it must be
Given and must have an antecedent). Notice that the elided elements
undergo the usual syntactic operations (i.e., Case and ¢-valuation)
before elision applies. This kind of Agree can be extended to verbs (and

507 i
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other elements) provided that they can value the [uE] on Conj, as
illustrated in (79).

It should be highlighted here that the Conj head is able to Probe more
than one possible Goal. Hiraiwa (2001) argues for a feature [+multiple]
which allows a probing head to probe multiple goals simultaneously;
thus, it is plausible that Conj could bear this feature in addition to the
uE feature.

It should be noted here that only the head element bearing (iE) feature,
which must also be non-F-marked, is the only element to be subject to
deletion (cf. Erschler, 2018, where the complement of the head bearing
matching interpretable feature is deleted). Notice further that there is
no agreement between the Conj head and the DP in the object position
since this DP is F-marked (i.e., does not bear an interpretable E-
feature).

This analysis differs from other analyses in various points: (a) it does
not call for a distinctive, tertiary branching; instead, it argues for a
binary branching analysis with a Conj head of ConjP is the conjunction
and the Internal Conjunct is its complement. (b) Every conjunct is
essentially a CP in itself. (¢) The Conj head bears an uninterpretable E-
feature which licenses deletion of its matching goal(s).

VII. Conclusion:

This article has presented an Agree-based analysis for Gapping in
MSA. The analysis argues for a hybrid syntactic as well as semantic
explanation for Gapping. It specifically argues that every Conjunct in a
coordination structure is a full CP, and the conjunction is a head of a
ConjP. The proposed analysis argues, following Merchant (2001,
among others) that deletion in Gapping is licensed by an E-feature,
which is borne by the Conj head. The E-feature interplays with focus
marked elements, in the sense that only F-marked elements within the
probing domain of C-T should not be subject to deletion.
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Appendix (1)
Abbreviations

1 First Person Gen Genitive Case
2 Second Person IMP Imperfective Verb
3 Third Person JA Jordanian Arabic
Acc Accusative Case LA Libyan Arabic
Asp Aspectual LF Logical Form
AP Adjective Phrase M. Masculine
ATB Across-the-Board MSA Modern Standard Arabic
Conj Conjunction head Nom Nominative Case
ConjP Conjunction Phrase NP Noun Phrase
CP Complementizer Phrase PF Phonological Form
CSC Coordinate Structure Constraint | PP Preposition Phrase
Def Definite Article Pred Predicative
DP Determiner Phrase PredP Predicative Phrase
E-Feature | Ellipsis Feature S. Singular
F. Feminine TP Tense Phrase
FI Feature-Inheritance VP Verb Phrase
Foc Focus Head VP-Ellipsis | Verb Phrase Ellipsis
FocP Focus Phrase vP Functional/phasal Phrase

% sk sk
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Appendix (2)

Phonemic transcription
Symbol Transcription
glottal stop
voiced bilabial stop
voiceless dental fricative
voiceless interdental fricative
voiced palatal fricative/affricate
voiceless pharyngeal fricative
voiceless velar fricative
voiceless alveolar stop
voiced interdental fricative
voiced alveolar flap
voiced alveolar fricative
voiceless alveolar fricative
voiceless palatal fricative
voiceless alveolar fricative (emphatic)
voiced alveolar stop (emphatic)
voiceless alveolar fricative (emphatic)
voiced interdental fricative (emphatic)
voiced pharyngeal fricative
voiced velar fricative
voiceless labiodental fricative
voiced uvular stop
voiceless velar stop
voiced alveolar lateral
voiced bilabial nasal
voiced alveolar nasal
voiceless glottal fricative

<[ |z |8 |—|F|a |[—»< ||| |alu |[tda [N | = [ox|alx | Bt ||+ |o|

voiced labial glide
voiced palatal glide
Vowels
Short Long Description
a aa central open
i ii front closed
u uu back closed rounded
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