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Message in Syntax and semi-sentence To Taj al-Din Muhammad
bin Muhammad known as Al-Fadhil Al-Isfaraeni He died in (684 AH)
«Study and Investigation»

Dr. Aiman Mari Ghorman ALAmry

(Received 11/02/2020; accepted 15/03/2020)

Abstract: This text (the subject of the investigation) is a precious message in its
chapter, written by its owner, Taj al-Din Muhammad bin Muhammad, known as Al-
Fadil Al-Isfaraeni, who died in the year 684 AH, and its topic in the syntax of the
sentence and the semi-sentence, in which he collected the matter scattered and
separated, divided and arranged, and mentioned various examples, relying on that
Mental division, all of this is a desire to pave the expression and its rules, and
overcome its obstacles to its requestor, so the message structure with intentional
consistency came out, edited in the clearest and most accurate terms;

By the grace of God Almighty, this research concluded with the output of this
valuable message, achieving its benefits according to the known origins of the
investigation, providing a definition of its author based on fragments about it, and
which were sporadic in the printed books and scientific messages, and a study of the
text of the message showing its object, method, and method of the author.

Key words: syntax, sentence, semi-sentence, Al-Fadil Al-Isfaraeni.
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The weak Arab expressions of Al-Baquli
In his book (Detecting Problems) collection and study

Dr. Mohammad Saleh Z. Barnawi

(Received 12/09/2019; accepted 15/03/2020)

Abstract: Many of the books of the Qur’an’s syntax have shown the possible
syntactic aspects, and al-Hassan mentioned them, the strong and the weak, and among
those books (“Uncovering the Problems”), for al-Baqwali. Who is this term? The
Qur’an does not carry a weak Arab expression, and it was one of its results: that it
called it on every Arab expression, “its graduation was on a different grammatical
basis in it, or what is only in poetic necessity.” The research also concluded that the
causes of weakness may be due to industrial matters Verbal or moral matters.

key words: The syntax, the syntax of the Qur’an, al-Baqul, revealed problems.
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Autobiography between Symbolic Formation and Semantic Sequence
«Ghazi Al-Qusaibi as a Model»

Dr. Intisar Abdul Aziz Munir

(Received 04/10/2019; accepted 22/01/2020)

Abstract: Dr. Ghazi Al-Qusaibi experience is of great importance at the level of
handling of autobiographies in terms of creativity and impact upon the society with
the scientific and cognitive value left to the recipient as a result of accumulating
experiences. He shared his countrymen the advancement and development of Saudi
society, administratively and scientifically. The richness of his professional experience
makes us look forward to studying the limits of overlapping and homogeneity between
the subject and the object and their relationship to communicate with the recipients.
His autobiography was divided into two parts: in terms of the literary form and the
content as well as titles that were divided into titles of knowledge that express the
subjectivity of the experience and the individuality of the speech; and highlighting the
privacy of the biographer’s life experience, or non-knowledge one that expresses
sharing the experience with others whom the time period applies to him, or Profession
as officer notes, teacher and his life in management

Al-Qusaibi participated in the two lists with various works in the time period,
form, and content. He first wrote a «poetic biography» and then an article entitled
«My experience with poetry, diplomacy and other professions», and wrote his
autobiography: «A Life in Management». This experiment was more worthy of study
in an attempt to know the characteristics of the syntax discourse and its relationship to
the semantic level through the objective unit and its role in the semantic sequence by
linking the real, simple and complex news, which supports the news’s pragmatic
strategies, and its selective, communicative, news and persuasive functions.

Keywords: Autobiography, Semantic Sequence, Syntax, Semantics, Objective
linking, Pragmatic Functions.
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The value system in the structure of the narrative discourse
of Saudi women

Dr. Muna Saleh Alrashadah

(Received 09/09/2019; accepted 22/01/2020)

Abstract: This research focuses on the study and analysis of (the value system in
the structure of the narrative discourse of Saudi women) by extrapolating those values
from their aspects rooted in the narrative discourse; to reveal the positioning of
values, and how they are formed through the narrative format, the value system
determines the general cultural context generated by the text, as Identifies conflicting
intellectual trends in the novel.

The research also focuses on the value system through relying on a number of
novels of Saudi female writers, selecting models from them, according to the value
contents as appeared in her novels, and analyzing the applied models indicating each
value. These values were represented in two directions ;special individualized values,
and general popular values.

key words: Structure, speech of the novelist, values, Saudi women, format.
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Strategies of face-threatening and preserving in the Averral
(Khabar) of Al-Asma'ei with the Son of Hatim and a Woman of Ibn
Harmah’s Daughters in the light of the Politeness Theory

Dr. AL-Jawharah Bent Bakheet A'al Jehjah

(Received 31/10/2019; accepted 11/03/2020)

Abstract: This research analyzes the selected text for the pragmatic study in the
light of the concept of Face, which its model developed by Brown and Levinson in
1978 in the context of the theoretical principles of politeness. It is taken from two
angles; one is concerned with the speaker and the strategies he has chosen to select
the positive and negative faces targeted by his threats and then the strategies that he
has diversified his successive threats on. The research then moves on to analyze the
strategies of the addressee that he creates in order to repel or mitigate those threats or
their damage to the speaker's face. Keeping the addressees in line with the speaker has
emerged in his strategies by threatening him with some similar strategies or
mitigating it in their attempts to preserve their faces, which made the interactive
speech maneuver a conflict maneuver in which the speaker lost it to the outspoken
man in his defense of the two aspects of his face and returned the attack on both
aspects of the speaker's face, while addressing the female, who has successive
positive politeness strategies through, he exchanged her with strategies to mitigate
threats and remedy the risks to accomplish his quest to make her a victim for irony, he
had passed through the strategy of negative politeness (praising).

Key Words: Politeness theory, Negative face, Positive face, Face-Threatening
acts, Face-preserving/saving acts.
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THe Question answer Duality in
Al-Jahiz Articles

Dr. kaloud abdullateef al-johar

(Received 09/03/2020; accepted 29/03/2020)

Abstract: Al Jahiz essays (rasail) have not had their fair share of study as his
other books did, such as Kitab al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin (The Book of eloquence and
demonstration), Kitab al-Hayawan (Book of the Animals), and Kitab al-Bukhala
(Book of Misers). This has been the motive behind highlighting his essays. I have
focused on the question-answer duality in the four essays: "The Envious and the
Envied", "the Prides of Blacks over Whites", "Homelands and Countries", and "the
Drinker and Drinks". The question form turns out to be direct sometimes, indirect
other times, and frequently a combination of indirect and indirect, but the indirect
question was expressed in the form of imperatives.

The study found out that the direct question was framed by question word markers
only, devoid of prepositions, and this is not surprising because the nature of the
message dictates this. The questions asked are just yes/no type, giving the speaker
ample space to express his ideas and culture. Al-Jahiz does not stop at the yes and no
limits, but rather he discusses opinions and debates visions. The questioner remains
absent in the essays of al-Jahiz, which leads to various different interpretations, as his
essays were full of rhetorical devices such as specifications, conditionals, proverbs
and citations.

Keywords: Essays, Al-Jahiz, Question and Answer, Direct Question, Indirect
Question.
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Abstract: Abstracts of research articles are dense in nature and require authors to
pack information in a concise cohesive paragraph. One principle of cohesion is
employing various theme types and thematic progression patterns. The study
conducted qualitative contrastive analyses of these aspects in medical research article
(RA) abstracts written in English by native and Saudi scholars. The findings revealed
the predominance of constant and linear thematic progression patterns. Whereas the
two patterns are almost equally used in the native scholars’ data, the constant pattern
prevailed in the non-native scholars’ data. Non-native authors tended to simplify
complex subject matter by using shorter clauses to exert less effort in processing
them. They also relied on cohesive ties to achieve cohesion rather than using various
thematic progression patterns. Due to the factual nature of the medical abstracts,
unmarked topical and textual themes were the most used instead of interpersonal
themes. Multiple themes were minimally employed due to the generic features of
abstracts. The study findings may have implications for novice RA scholars of
medicine, English for specific purpose instructors, and researchers interested in both
second language acquisition and cross-cultural variations. Future studies could
investigate themes in medical RA abstracts written in other languages.

Keywords: thematic progression, theme types, research article abstract, textual
cohesion, systemic functional linguistics (SFL).
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—— Dr. Hesham S. Alyousef, & Mrs. Maryam H. Alsharif

1. Introduction

A research article (RA) is one of the most profound forms of
scientific writing and an abstract is the most concise form of that
scientific piece of writing. Its necessity stems from the fact that in
addition to providing a precise content or a summary of the article, it
enables readers to decide whether or not to read or disregard the article.
According to Holtz (2011), the role of abstracts has changed for a
number of reasons such as the vast number of RAs published annually
and their immediate online availability. Writers express their scientific
contribution by condensing information into a relatively small text.
However, a balance must be achieved between packing information and
producing a coherent piece of text that presents their work professionally.
One of the underlying elements to ensure textual organization is the use
of various theme types and thematic progression patterns.

A theme is an element of a clause that gives it a character. “It serves
as the point of departure of the message; it is that which locates and
orients the clause within its context” (Halliday, 2014, p. 64). Hence, it is
the starting point of the message and has the function of organizing the
flow of information within the discourse. Typically, it signals a departure
from familiar or given information to new information. The remaining
part of the clause is the rheme, and these two elements constitute the
structure of the message. Halliday (2014) describes three types of
themes: topical, interpersonal, and textual. The topical theme is the first
element of the clause, which expresses an experiential meaning and
receives a transitivity function; it can be a participant, circumstance, or
process. The interpersonal theme is a constituent that will be assigned
mood labels which are typically mood adjuncts, e.g., maybe, I think, just,
or comment adjuncts, e.g., unfortunately, luckily. The textual theme is an
element that functions as a cohesive tie relating a preceding clause to that
which follows. Conjunctive adjuncts are the most typical textual themes,
e.g., but, and, so. Halliday (2014) explains that the principle of a
thematic structure is to have one topical theme which expresses an
experiential meaning. The other elements that precede the topical theme
are interpersonal or textual and do not contribute to the experiential
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meaning. The interpersonal theme “indicates the relationship between
participants in the text, or the position or point of view that is being taken
in the clause” (Paltridge, 2006, p. 130). It can express probability,
usuality, typicality, obviousness, opinion, admission, persuasion,
entreaty, presumption, desirability, or prediction (Halliday, 2014).

Thematic progression or method of development contributes
significantly to a text’s cohesion and coherence (Eggins, 2004). It is the
process whereby a “theme of a clause may pick up, or repeat, a
meaning from a preceding theme or rheme” (Paltridge, 2006, p. 131).
The notion of thematic progression was first introduced by Dane$
(1974) and later developed by Fries (1981) and Halliday (2014).
Halliday (2014) identifies three main thematic progression patterns
which can occur in a text: constant theme (or theme reiteration), linear
(or zig-zag), and the fan (or split) rheme pattern.

The same theme is reiterated in the first pattern to create lexical
cohesion and focus the text. However, if this pattern recurs, it may
yield the text into becoming increasingly redundant and monotonous.
Therefore, writers tend to vary the patterns by shifting to linear or fan
rheme patterns. In the linear pattern, the subject matter, which is
introduced in the rheme of a clause, becomes the theme of the
following clause, thereby leading to the cumulative development of a
text. The split rheme pattern introduces different pieces of (or
classificatory) information in the rheme of a clause, which are then
picked up as themes in the following clauses.

To the best of our knowledge, there is a lack of contrastive analysis
studies investigating theme types and thematic progression patterns in
medical RA abstracts written in English by native and Saudi scholars.
This study, therefore, aimed to answer the following questions.

1. What are the most frequent thematic progression patterns in

English medical RA abstracts?

2. What are the most frequent theme types in English medical RA

abstracts?
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3. Is there a difference in the use of theme types and thematic
progression patterns between native and Saudi authors?

The reason for investigating medical journals is the vast number of
medical journals published in Saudi Arabia. The support of the Saudi
Ministry of Education to scientific research productivity and the
government investment in research development has greatly influenced
the annual publication output in the country which has outpaced many
other Middle East countries. The analysis of this output by Al-Ohali
and Shin (2013, p. 99) revealed that “the largest number of
international publication is in the medical sciences.” This study is
therefore pertinent since it may be valuable for novice RA scholars of
medicine, English for specific purpose instructors, and researchers
interested in both second language acquisition and cross-cultural
variations. Next, we review previous studies on thematic analysis in
scientific journals and studies on native versus non-native use of theme.

2. Literature review

Researchers are eager to establish if abstracts are a genre of their
own and therefore have specific recurrent thematic patterns, or form
part of the scientific article genre. Holtz (2011) investigated this
question by analyzing RA abstracts of four disciplines: computer
science, linguistics, biology, and mechanical engineering. The analysis
revealed that an abstract is a distinct type of text. Consisting of features
of abstract nouns, passivization, greater lexical density, nominalization,
and longer sentences makes them an expository type of text which
distinguishes them from the argumentative nature of RAs. The
comparison between abstracts across four disciplines indicates that
abstracts are different genres. Genre is typically related to the purpose
of the discourse. Abstracts are expository texts and have a different
purpose and, therefore, are a different genre. Ebrahimi’s (2016)
findings revealed the disciplinary differences in the use of theme types
and thematic progression patterns. This indicates that a discipline’s
requirements influence the choice of a particular theme type or pattern.
The researcher investigated these aspects in RA abstracts from four
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disciplines: applied linguistics, economics, agriculture, and applied
physics. All the examined disciplines employed more unmarked topical
themes than the other types of theme with greater use of textual themes
than interpersonal; soft sciences, however, seemed to use more marked
themes than did the hard sciences. This was ascribed to the preference
of soft sciences to employ textual themes in order to mark the rhetorical
moves of the RA abstract. Swales (2004) considers abstracts to be a
part of the RA genre, while others (Nwogu & Bloor, 1991) perceive
abstracts to be a genre in their own right since they can appear
independently of the RA.

One of the earliest studies on thematic structure and progression of
abstracts was Nwogu’s (1989) study where it was found that medical
RA abstracts evenly employ constant and linear thematic progression
patterns which occur more frequently. The split rheme pattern was not
found in the abstracts. Since thematic progression is determined by
factors such as purpose, audience, and context, the abstract is typically
the most concise form. Nwogu and Bloor (1991) reported similar
findings in their study of thematic structure in medical RA abstracts.
The themes of constant thematic progression patterns are typically
realized by one of the following: simple nominal group (Ng.) with a
common noun as head; complex Ng. with a common noun as head;
adverbial group (adjunct) plus Ng. with common noun as head;
prepositional phrase (adjunct) plus nominal group with common noun
as head; empty existential there. The researchers, however, did not
investigate theme in RA abstracts written by non-native authors. In a
similar study, Lorés (2004) found that constant and linear thematic
patterns are the prevalent patterns in abstracts of RAs in the field of
linguistics.

Leong (2016) analyzed 200 abstracts from science and humanities
disciplines which comprised 37,083 words. The findings showed that
topical themes of main clauses are used more often in science abstracts.
With regard to thematic progression, linear was the general thematic
pattern in the two fields. Thematic density was found to be low in all
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abstracts, which contradicts Holtz’s (2011) study. In relation to theme
types of medical articles, Leong, Toh, and Chin (2018) found that the
use of the topical theme we was predominant, reflecting an active
voice. However, this authorial presence is a typical feature of scientific
research writing.

He and Tian (2018) compared abstracts written by foreign authors in
a scientific journal to abstracts produced by Chinese authors to identify
similarities and differences in terms of their use of thematic patterns
and structures. The analysis revealed that simple theme was
predominant compared to multiple and clausal themes for the two
groups of authors. With regard to markedness, both groups were found
to use unmarked themes; however, Chinese authors slightly tended to
use unmarked themes more often. The two groups were found to favor
the constant theme pattern, followed by linear pattern. The findings of
this study, however, may be valuable only to Chinese authors. Along
similar lines, Rahmawati and Kurniawan (2015) examined thematic
progression in thesis abstracts written in English by students at an
Indonesian university. The constant theme pattern was predominant
followed by linear, while the split theme was only found once.
However, the corpus of the study was relatively small as it consisted of
only five undergraduate students’ thesis abstracts.

The reviewed literature confirms that an abstract is a genre of its
own, characterized by the use of constant and linear theme patterns.
None of these studies, however, have compared the findings with those
in English medical RA abstracts written by Saudi scholars. It is hoped
that the current study will add to the growing literature on the thematic
structure of English medical RA abstracts with more focus on the
differences between native and Saudi authors.

3. Methodology

The present qualitative contrastive study investigated thematic
choices and thematic progression patterns in English medical RA
abstracts. Two sets of data were compared and contrasted: native and
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Saudi scholars. The native set comprised 15,000 words of abstracts
from the New England Journal of Medicine, a reputable leading
American medical journal with an ISI impact factor above 55 during
the last five years. The other dataset consisted equally of 15,000 words
and was derived from two Saudi medical journals: Journal of Nature
and Science of Medicine, published by the College of Medicine at King
Saud University, and the Saudi Journal of Medicine and Medical
Sciences, published by the College of Medicine at Imam Abdulrahman
Bin Faisal University. The latter journal is listed in the Emerging
Sources Citation Index (ESCI). The selected RAs were published
between 2015 and 2018. The abstracts in the two data groups are
structured with the headings: background, aim, method, result, and
conclusion. Hartley et al. (1996) found that structured abstracts are
more effective and easier to read compared to traditional abstracts. Data
analysis was framed by Halliday’s (2014) SFL’s categorization of
theme and progression patterns discussed in Section 1. Following
Halliday (2014) and Fries and Francis (1992), the basic unit of analysis
used was a clause complex (or a T-unit), an independent clause along
with all its dependent clauses. The reason for this selection and for not
analyzing the dependent clause is that the thematic structure of a
dependent clause is constrained by the independent clause. Thus the
dependent clause “with respect to morbidity or health care costs” in the
following example is considered part of the rheme: “A restrictive
transfusion threshold after cardiac surgery [theme] was not superior to a
liberal threshold with respect to morbidity or health care costs [rheme]”
(New England Journal of Medicine, 2015, 372/11, 997). On the
contrary, a dependent clause is identified as a marked theme along with
the subject in the following independent clause when it occurs initially.
Thus, the marked theme “In patients with acute heart failure” and the
subject “early intervention with an intravenous vasodilator” are
considered as theme in the following example: “In patients with acute
heart failure, early intervention with an intravenous vasodilator [theme]
has been proposed as a therapeutic goal to reduce cardiac-wall stress
and, potentially, myocardial injury, thereby favorably affecting
patients’ long-term prognosis [rheme]” (New England Journal of
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Medicine, 2017, 376, 1956). Theme types and thematic progression
patterns were manually annotated. Although this study is qualitative,
frequencies and percentages of theme types and thematic progression
patterns were calculated using Excel in order to validate our claims
when comparing the results of the two datasets in terms of their
similarities and differences. The total frequency of occurrence of each
thematic progression pattern was multiplied by 100 and then divided by
the total number of T-units. The total frequency of occurrence of each
theme type was multiplied by 1,000 and then divided by the total
number of words in the data group, yielding the occurrence of a
particular theme type per 1,000 words. Finally, each researcher revised
the findings of one data group in order to make sure the results are
reliable. Then we exchanged the data groups so that we all agreed on
the analysis. We discussed any disagreements regarding the assignment
of elided themes until we reached consensus before drawing
conclusions.

4. Results and discussion

Though the two sets of data were equal in size, the non-native
authors tended to use shorter clauses; therefore, their RA abstracts had
many short clauses compared to those of the native authors. There were
795 main clauses in the non-native RA abstracts compared to 653 main
clauses in the native abstracts (Table 1). The non-native authors used
21% more clauses compared to the native authors. This may explain the
increase of constant (or the reiteration) thematic progression pattern in
the non-native authors’ abstracts. The analysis of the data indicated that
the most predominant thematic progression patterns were the constant
pattern, followed by the linear pattern. The non-native authors used the
constant pattern 135 times compared to the linear pattern, which was
used 72 times. The two patterns were almost equally used by the native
authors. The constant thematic progression was used 81 times, whereas
the linear pattern was employed 77 times.

4

faa b :
375 mid 02020 lawiéi - 21442 oo (26) aa=ll

o im




A contrastive study of theme types and patterns ... ——

Table 1. Thematic progression patterns in the two data groups
. Constant Linear Split
Group T-Units
Freq. | Percentage | Freq. | Percentage Freq. Percentage
Native 653 81 12.40% 77 11.79% 1 0.15%
Non-native 795 135 16.98% 72 9.05% 2 0.25%

Danes (1974) considers these two patterns as the major or basic
progression theme patterns. This finding is in line with Nwogu and
Bloor’s (1991) study of theme in medical RA abstracts where it was
found that the use of constant pattern can be attributed to two factors.
The authors assumed a mutual background knowledge with readers and
tended to exploit this pattern instead of referring back to information
mentioned in the rheme. Another justification is that one of the
characteristics of scientific RAs is complexity. Authors are concerned
with creating connections between objects and explaining matters that
require the formulation of complex sentences. This will naturally lead
to repeating the same object to simplify the processing of clauses. The
following complex clauses were found to appear frequently in the
abstracts of the native authors (theme is in italics).

1) “The adjusted mean change from baseline in body weight in the
surgery group was —45.0 kg (95% confidence interval [CI], —47.2 to
—42.9; mean percent change, —35.0) at 2 years, —36.3 kg (95% CI,
—39.0 to —33.5; mean percent change, —28.0) at 6 years, and —35.0
kg (95% CI, —38.4 to —31.7; mean percent change, —26.9) at 12
years”. (New England Journal of Medicine, 2017, 377, 1143)

2) “Major secondary end points included the change in the pyramidal
tracts on diffusion tensor imaging, the magnetization transfer ratio in
normal-appearing brain tissue, the thickness of the retinal nerve-fiber
layer, and cortical atrophy, all measures of tissue damage in multiple
sclerosis”. (New England Journal of Medicine, 2018, 379, 846)

3) “We used data from 2007 through 2015 from a large insurance
database to compare the rate of ADHD diagnosis among children
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born in August with that among children born in September in states
with and states without the requirement that children be 5 years old
by September 1 for enrollment in kindergarten”. (New England
Journal of Medicine, 2018, 379, 2122)

The linear theme pattern is recurrent in discourse that “draws
heavily on information contained in the rheme of the previous utterance
as a means of increasing the amount of mutual knowledge” (Nwogu &
Bloor, 1991, p. 367). In an RA, the audience is expected to be
acquainted with the subject matter, experiments, and procedures.
Therefore, it is less likely that the author will employ this pattern more
than a constant pattern in RAs. In relation to abstracts, the present study
confirmed that both the constant and linear patterns were employed
with the constant pattern being used more often by non-native authors.

The split rheme pattern was rarely used in the two datasets (Table 1).
This confirms previous findings (He & Tian, 2018; Lorés, 2004;
Nwogu, 1989; Nwogu & Bloor, 1991). This pattern “tends to occur in
paragraphs involving classification” (Nwogu & Bloor, 1991, p. 379).
Thus, this tendency of authors to prefer one pattern can be accounted
for in terms of the purpose of the text and the intended audience. The
abstract is an expository genre which aims to inform readers — who are
specialists in the field — in a concise manner about the major sections of
the RA, such as aims of the study, methodology, findings, results, and
conclusion. This justifies the use of constant and linear patterns.

With regard to theme markedness, the analysis indicated that
unmarked theme was more employed than marked theme in the two
datasets (Table 2).

Table 2. Frequency and percentage of thematic markedness in the two datasets

Native Non-Native
Markedness | Freq. % per 1000 words Freq. % per 1000 words
Marked 115 18.31% 7.67 69 9.05% 4.6
Unmarked 513 81.69% 34.20 693 90.95% 46.20
Total 628 100% n/a 762 100% n/a
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This finding is in line with Ebrahimi’s (2016) study of theme in four
disciplines: applied linguistics, economics, agriculture, and applied
physics. The native scholars, however, employed more marked themes
than the non-natives; 18.31% and 9.05% respectively.

Table 3 presents the frequency of theme types in the two sets of
data. This finding complies with previous studies on theme types used
in RA abstracts (Ebrahimi, 2016; Ebrahimi & Khedri, 2011; Gosden,
1993).

Table 3. Frequency and percentage of theme types in the two datasets

Native Non-Native
Theme Type Freq. % per 1000 words | Freq. % per 1000 words
Topical 628 | 89.20% 41.8 762 | 84.29% 50.8
Interpersonal 0 0.00% 0 2 0.22% 13
Textual 76 10.80% 5.06 140 | 15.49% 9.33
Total 704 100% n/a 904 100% n/a

For example, Ebrahimi and Khedri (2011, p. 289) compared
unmarked theme to marked theme in two disciplines and stated that
topical theme occupied subject positions, arguing that “Theme/subject
compliance may also be indicative of structural simplicity of article
abstracts.” They explained that the overuse of unmarked theme in
research abstracts can be attributed to the non-argumentative nature of
abstracts. Likewise, Gosden (1993) suggested that most topical themes
in scientific and academic writing are realized as subjects. It can be
implied that due to their simple structure non-native writers use shorter
clauses; hence more themes appeared in the data. Similarly, the overuse
of unmarked themes by non-native writers could be due to the
simplicity of structure construction.

There are similarities between the two sets of data regarding the
application of theme types (Table 3) and these can be attributed to the
genre. The analysis of the two sets of RA abstracts indicated that the
interpersonal theme was the least utilized type which confirms the
nature of abstract genre being expository, with an impersonal tone

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glap




—— Dr. Hesham S. Alyousef, & Mrs. Maryam H. Alsharif

(Ebrahimi, 2016). Whittaker (1995) emphasized the fact that academic
articles are expected to have a low number of interpersonal themes and
do not exceed 10% of theme types. Textual themes were more
frequently used and Ghadessy (1999) explained that this is because it is
expected that RA writers rely on textual themes to create cohesion. The
findings revealed that the non-native authors overused textual themes
(9.33 per 100 words), compared to the native authors (5.06 per 100
words). This finding corresponds with a number of studies (Chang &
Lee, 2019; Hilkova, Dontcheva-Navratilova, Jancafikova, & Schmied,
2019; Schmied, 2015; Wei, 2016). For example, Hulkova et al. (2019)
found that Czech authors using English as an Additional Language
(EAL) employed more textual themes than native writers. Three types
of textual themes are identified by Halliday (2014): continuatives,
conjunctions, and conjunctive adjuncts. The results in the present study
showed that 85.3% of the conjunctions used by native authors are what
Eggins (2004) refers to as tactic conjunctions, which link clauses within
a complex clause such as but and and. This can be attributed to their
tendency to produce complex clauses compared to non-native authors.
The use of intricate clause complexes seems to be one of the main
features of English scientific discourse where authors attempt to give it
extra value “by marking it off as the discourse of an intellectual elite”
(Halliday, 2004, p. 161). The following clauses are extracted from
native authors’ abstracts (Topical Theme is in italics, Interpersonal
underlined, and Textual in bold).

4) “A total of 209 patients underwent randomization, of whom 108
received pregabalin and /0! received placebo; after randomization,
2 patients in the pregabalin group were determined to be ineligible
and were excluded from the analyses.” (New England Journal of
Medicine, 2017, 376, 1111)

5) “The Amish and Hutterites are U.S. agricultural populations whose
lifestyles are remarkably similar in many respects but whose
farming practices, in particular, are distinct; the former follow
traditional farming practices whereas the latter use industrialized
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farming practices. The populations also show striking disparities in
the prevalence of asthma, and little is known about the immune
responses underlying these disparities.” (New England Journal of
Medicine, 2016, 375, 411).

Non-native authors also used tactic conjunctions but these
comprised 64.3% of the textual themes. The two datasets included the
extension devices or, whereas, and whether which are typically used to
add related/contrasted information. Non-native authors overused
cohesive ties such as however, therefore, in addition, furthermore, thus,
on the other hand and overall as they are concerned with creating
cohesion within a concise piece of writing. In the non-native abstracts,
the following extracted clauses are recurrent in the data where short
clauses are constructed and cohesive ties are used.

6) “However, serum TRX levels were not significantly different
between stroke patients and healthy controls (P = 0.405). Moreover,
we observed a significant positive correlation between TRX and
TXNIP levels (R2 = 0.476, P < 0.003).” (Journal of Nature and
Science of Medicine, 2018, 1/2, 55)

7) “However, no statistical significance was observed for the
remaining risk factors. The frequency of retinopathy in newly-
diagnosed T2DM patients was similar to previous reports. Vision
threatening maculopathy was present in two of seven patients,
requiring further intervention. Therefore, early screening is strongly
recommended for all newly-diagnosed T2DM patients.” (Saudi
Journal of Medicine and Medical Sciences, 2017, 5/1, 26)

The conjunctive adjunct however is among the most frequently used
cohesive devices in the RA genre (Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad, &
Finegan, 1999; Hilkova, 2017). Non-native writers typically prefer to
use short clauses in order to avoid syntactic ambiguity and/or semantic
discontinuity (Halliday, 2004). The two types of cohesive ties which
appeared in the two sets of data were contrastive and additive.
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Ebrahimi (2016) argues that these two types of cohesive ties appear
frequently in abstracts to intrigue readers sufficiently to read further
and to influence organizers of conference and journal reviewers to
accept and publish the RAs.

With regard to simple and multiple themes, it was found that 13.45% of
themes in the non-native authors’ data were multiple, while native authors
used multiple themes for not more than 7% of the total themes appearing
in the data. The non-native authors used two textual themes and thus
before the topical theme, as exemplified in Extracts 810 (Topical Theme
is in italics, Interpersonal underlined, and Textual in bold).

8) “Our data suggest that the clinical use of MSC in therapy depend on
MSC site of origin, and thus, BM-hMSC are better suited for

clinical trials aiming at enhancing bone regeneration.” (Journal of
Nature and Science of Medicine, 2018, 1/2, 48)

9) “Seventy-one patients (70.3%) mounted a response with HBsAb >10
mlU/ml 6 weeks following the fourth dose of vaccine, and thus

were considered as adequate responders.” (Saudi Journal of
Medicine and Medical Sciences, 2017, 5/3, 218)

10) “Significantly higher odds of pain were associated with visiting
when in dental pain (odds ratio = 6.81) and never visiting a dentist
(odds ratio = 3.44), whereas significantly lower odds were
associated with regular checkups (odds ratio = 0.28).” (Saudi
Journal of Medicine and Medical Sciences, 2018, 6/2, 89)

This tendency of non-native authors for multiple themes more than
native authors can be justified in relation to the fact that the abstracts of
the former had more clauses which would naturally lead to having more
themes. Another reason is related to the fact that non-native authors
overused textual themes, which appeared before the topical themes.
Elements that appear after the topical theme were not counted in the
theme analysis.
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“If the first element is a topical element, you call that theme and all
the rest of the clause rheme. If other elements (interpersonal, textual)
come before the topical element, you include them in the theme up
to the end of the first topical element.” (Eggins, 2004, p. 308)

Ebrahimi and Khedri (2011) state that the use of multiple themes in
abstracts can lead to cohesive text. However, in examining abstracts
from different disciplines, Ebrahimi (2016) found that in research
abstracts, there were few combinations of topical themes with
interpersonal and/or textual elements. He explained that “this could
indicate that the multiple theme is not the norm in AL [applied
linguistics] RA abstract writing” (Ebrahimi, 2016, p. 109). This may
support the claim that an abstract can be treated as a genre of its own
with its own features; however, it is beyond the scope of the study to
prove that abstracts exhibit similar generic features and hence can be
perceived as an independent genre. The finding that multiple themes
are not the norm is in line with other studies; for instance, He and Tian
(2018, p. 5) found that “simple theme is more likely to satisfy the
requirements of scientific paper abstracts to be concise and direct.”

5. Conclusion and implications

The present study investigated thematic choices and thematic
patterns in medical RA abstracts written in English by native and Saudi
scholars. The data which consisted of 30,000 words was analyzed
contrastively. Based on the results of analysis, the research questions
have been answered.

The study provided a broader understanding of thematic choices in
medical RA abstracts. It was found that topical and textual themes were
the most used theme types by both native and non-native scholars. The
findings are in line with previous studies that, due to the impersonal
and factual nature of scientific research including its abstracts,
interpersonal themes are rarely used whereas unmarked topical and
textual themes are the basic types of theme. Both sets of data indicated
that multiple themes are less likely to outweigh the single theme due to
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the concise nature of the abstract. Non-native authors were found to use
more multiple themes due to the overuse of textual themes. They
appeared to be preoccupied with the fact that a text has to be cohesive
through the use of conjunctions; whereas native speakers achieved
cohesion by employing more complex clauses.

The equal use of constant and linear theme patterns by native
authors supports previous studies which indicated that these two
patterns are recurrent in scientific RAs and abstracts; however non-
native authors used constant pattern 55.5% more than the linear pattern.
The possible justifications are that non-native authors tended to
simplify the complexity of the subject matter by using shorter clauses
and exerting less effort in processing the abstract. The redundant use of
constant theme pattern may retrieve a non-coherent text although this
pattern provides a strong topical focus if used reasonably. Another
possible reason for using one pattern of thematic progression is that
non-native authors rely on cohesive ties to achieve cohesion rather than
using thematic progression patterns which create unity within the
texture of the text. Knowledge of theme types and thematic progression
patterns help non-native authors construct cohesive and coherent RA
abstracts. The study suggests that thematic progression patterns need to
be emphasized in EFL courses. Despite the differences in the use of
theme patterns, abstracts of native and non-native authors appeared to
share common features. This finding may support the argument that an
abstract is a genre of its own. Future research is needed to verify
whether this is the case or whether it is a hybrid genre, with its features
being blended with those of the RA genre.

Finally, it need to be noted that the difference in the use of thematic
choices and thematic progression patterns between native and Saudi
scholars was where the English RA abstracts of native speakers have been,
or are thought to have been, the model since they were published in a very
high ranking journal. In addition, the context of publication ranking of the
Saudi scholars’ RA abstracts and, thereby, different audiences may have
affected the findings. Therefore, future studies may look at and investigate
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thematic progression patterns in medical RA abstracts written by native
speakers of different languages. That is to say, a researcher may
investigate how academic native speakers of Arabic write their abstracts in
Arabic; likewise, how Chinese, Spanish write in their own languages.
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Abstract: This paper investigates a problematic issue in many texts, particularly
literary, that is of rendering hidden pragmatic meanings of idiomatic expressions into
the TL. In order to arrive at the best strategy to do so from the perspective of the TL
audience, in this case native speakers of English, the researcher provided the targeted
audience with multiple translations of a single idiomatic expression, in context, and
asked them to choose the best suiting translation from their point of view. Baker's
strategies for translating idioms was the framework adopted for this study (Baker,
2018). The findings emphasized the importance of conveying the pragmatic meaning
of idiomatic expressions with reservation of the aesthetic elements of the text. They
also suggested that pragmatic and cultural highlights, in addition to translation
strategies curricula, should be part of translation training programs.

Keywords: Literary translation; Baker's framework; pragmatic function;
translation of idioms.
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Introduction

Although translation as a process of conveying propositions from
one language to another proved to be possible (Hurford, Heasley and
Smith, 2007), some aspects of language seem to be highly connected to
a specific culture that they become harder to translate. Such items
include culture-related expressions, like idioms, whose function seem
to be affected by the context where they are used. Thus, even most
professional translators sometimes fail to come up with one-to-one
equivalents for them. This failure, if we may call it so, may actually be
the successful way to approach the translation of such problematic
cultural expressions (Tawfig, 2008).

O’Dell and McCarthy (2010) define idioms as "fixed combinations
of words whose meaning is often difficult to guess from the meaning of
each individual word" (p.6). According to Olbasa, Raga, and Adola
(2017) an idiom is an expression which consists of one word or more
with a meaning different from that of its constituent parts. Shojaei
(2012) believes that idioms may include some cultural aspects like
religious beliefs, superstitions, and certain ideologies pertaining to the
people originally from the culture where the idioms come from.
According to Martirosyan (2013, p.219) "Idioms share cultural and
historical information and broaden people’s understanding and
manipulation of a language".

Having to translate such expressions in a literary text adds to the
problem, because in literary texts it is not just the content that the
translator needs to convey, s/he also must attend to the aesthetic elements
of the SL text. Kahrizsangi and Haddadi (2017) assert that in addition to
L1 and L2 sufficient knowledge and competence, translators of literary
texts need to be equipped with cultural competence in order to deliver the
text properly. Hence comes the importance of this study in arriving at the
perfect balance between content and style when translating literary texts.
We assume that it is even more important to retain the pragmatic
function of the original idiomatic expression over conveying its lexical
and structural features into the target language. To verify this
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assumption, the researcher consulted native speakers of English in what
they believe to be the best and most acceptable technique for translating
idioms among the techniques developed by Baker (2018).

Literature review
Previous studies

Aguado-giménez and Pérez-paredes (2005) explored the kind of
translation strategies used by undergraduate university students when
translating English texts into Spanish. The framework used by the
researchers was that developed by Baker in 1992. They found out that
when students faced difficulty in translating certain words they relied
on the translation strategies that they have learned, which points out to
the importance of teaching translation strategies in colleges. Moreover,
they emphasized that the teaching of translation courses needs to be
based on theoretical grounds as well as classroom experiences which
may eventually add to such theories. Such findings support the
recommendations of this research which is to incorporate examples
from novels and poems written in local dialects in the learning
experiences of translation students. By knowing the translation
preferences of native speakers of different languages, we can create
translation textbooks and syllabi that are more beneficial.

Jaber (2008) investigated the translatability of English metaphors
into Iraqi Arabic.

Her underlying assumption was that matching experiences produced
by the SL and the TL cultures should make the process of translating
metaphors and finding near equivalents possible. To verify her
assumption, she analysed a number of English metaphors into the
meaning they represent, then borrowed metaphoric equivalents from
the local Iraqi dialect. The researcher concluded that cultural
experiences are not actually shared, yet speech communities live
corresponding cultural experiences, which makes translating metaphors
based on their functional equivalence possible. This supports the
recommendation made by the present research that in translating idioms
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it is more important to retain the pragmatic functional meaning of the
original over keeping its literal and structural features.

Al-Masri (2009) explored the factors leading to cultural losses in the
translation of Arabic literary texts, and the role of the translator as a
vehicle to convey cultural meanings. So, the researcher analysed
metaphors, idiomatic expressions, and proverbs in a number of Arabic
short stories written by the novelist Youssef Idris alongside their
English translations, adopting Pike's etic-emic approach to translation.
She concluded that the translation was successful in analysing the
communicative meaning but it failed to convey cultural and emotional
meanings of the SL text. One of the recommendations put forward by
the researcher, and supported by the findings of this study, was for
translators to assume the role of the cultural insider to both texts, SL
and TL, in order to render a successful translation.

Guerra (2012) examined some of the problems rising in literary
translation. She analysed the translations of 96 university students
translating cultural terms from English into Spanish and visa versa. One of
the major problems that she identified was having many words in the
literary text that are deeply rooted in the source culture to the extent that
they might not have a proper equivalent in the target language. Therefore,
she believes that the act of translating literary texts is merely a way of
providing a subversion -not an equivalent- of the source text. The
researcher, moreover, described the best translation strategies that a
translator can utilize when attempting to translate a literary text, and
showed a preference to the use of three translation strategies; namely:
borrowing, description, and adaptation, when translating from their mother
tongue and into it. Guerra interpreted this preference as an attempt to
subversion, and at the same time, preserving the source language.

Shojaei (2012) investigated the obstacles facing translators when
dealing with interlingual idiomatic pairs. He adopted Baker's (1992)
framework for classification of difficulties and translation strategies in
his analysis of English-Turkish and English-Persian equivalent pairs.
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Findings of the study suggested that there are a number of factors
which need to be considered when translating idiomatic expressions,
among which are the socio and meta-linguistic elements, linguistic and
stylistic considerations, and cultural aspects.

Prace (2013) investigated cultural specificity in translating Czech
cultural-specific expressions in promotional texts into English. He also
examined the strategies that need to be used to translate such
expressions. He specified the levels translators need to pay attention to
such as: the lexical level, collocations and idioms, the textual level, and
the pragmatic level. He, then, identified the possible translation
strategies to deal with cultural-specific expressions as being: functional
equivalent, transposition, synonymy, retention, through translation,
translation by less expressive word, adding guidance, translation by
omission, and compensation. He concluded that the most frequently
used strategies were loan words and generalization, which were not
accurate strategies in conveying the meaning. The second most
frequently used strategies were cultural substitution, functional
equivalent, and particularization. He also found that translators
sometimes resort to the use of two strategies at a time in translating
cultural-specific expressions.

Samardali, Al Momani, and Kitishat (2013) examined the effect of
failure to understanding the pragmatic and cultural meanings of Arabic
idioms on rendering inappropriate English translations. The researchers
distributed a questionnaire among 20 M.A translation students at
Yarmouk University which included some Arabic cultural expressions
involving pragmatic or cultural implied meanings. The expressions
were selected from a Jordanian short story called “Habilat Bishra”. The
students were asked to provide suitable equivalents to these
expressions. The findings supported the assumption that lack of
adequate pragma-linguistic knowledge leads to rendering of
inappropriate translations. The participants provided literal translations
of the SL expressions ignoring the cultural meanings associated with
these expressions. This point is further investigated in this study, taking
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into consideration native speakers' perspectives on the strategies they
believe to be suitable for translating idiomatic expressions.

Ardeshiri and Zarafshan (2014) conducted a study on the work of 30
English-Persian Iranian translation students. Their errors were counted
and analyzed in order to find out the source of the most prevalent
errors. It was observed that most of the mistakes were caused by
misunderstanding of the SL pragmatic meanings, which refers to the
cultural and contextual meanings that go beyond the literal meaning of
the expression, and hence occurs incomprehensive rendering of the
message. To compensate for lack of pragmatic knowledge, the students
resorted to different translation techniques, such as; omission, addition,
and paraphrasing. The researchers interviewed lecturers of translation
who claimed that this lack of knowledge is caused by various reasons
among which are: problems in the reading comprehension skills,
grammatical incompetence, and lack of interest in the SL author's main
message.

Farghal and Almanna (2014) investigated the importance of
incorporating pragmatic concepts like presuppositions, speech acts, and
politeness in the translation field. To do so, they examined a number of
Arabic translated texts, comparing the SL text with the TL text in order
to prove that hidden pragmatic meanings affect the essence of the
message that needs to be translated, and the quality of the translated
texts. They concluded that pragmatic aspects of any text are very
essential to the meaning and therefore provide a challenge to the
translator. They also advised a more pragmatic approach to translation
where translators' attention is drawn to the importance of rendering the
implicit meanings of the text as well as the explicit meanings, a
recommendation that goes in line with the results of the present study.

Alwafai (2015) analyzed two Arabic translations of the novella The
Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway. The purpose of her study
was to investigate the problems of translating English literary texts into
Arabic and the strategies adopted by Arab translators to carry out the
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translation task, in addition to suggesting some guidelines for better
practices in the field of Arabic literary translation. In her analysis, the
researcher adopted Baker's theory of equivalence, focusing mainly on
two levels of equivalence; word and collocation. The findings showed
that translations of literary texts should consider both contextual and
cultural factors in the SL and TL. Moreover, the researcher
recommended that untranslatable problematic culture- specific items
could be tackled in various ways such as paraphrasing, rewording,
lexicalizing new concepts, and adapting them culturally.

Daghoughi and Hashemian (2016) analysed the English translation
of Jalal Al-Ahmad "by the pen" by Ghanoonparvar (1988) in the light
of Newmark's proposed taxonomy for translating culture-specific items
(1988). They recognized that the translator used all of Newmark's
strategies in dealing with the cultural specific items found in the novel
with modulation and paraphrase being the least frequently used
strategies, and functional equivalent as the most frequently used one.
They claimed that the functional equivalent strategy is the most
effective one in translating literary texts with many culture-specific
items because it makes the translated text comprehensive to the target
language reader.

Hussein and Mhammad (2016) investigated the effect of context on
translating the pragmatic meaning in three different translations of the
famous Shakespearean tragedy 'Macbeth'. Their investigation focused
on three main points; the extent to which translators restricted the
context of the original text, how well did the translators resolve
pragmatic ambiguity of the text, and whether translators were able to
provide appropriate equivalents for items in the original text. They
dealt with four types of context in their study; situational, cultural,
sentimental, and linguistic. They tried to arrive at the impact of each on
the translation process. Results showed that pragmatic ambiguity arises
from translators' misunderstanding of SL contextual factors. They also
found that semantic and communicative approaches can both be
successfully adopted in literary translations. Finally, they concluded
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that the type of context most translators relied on was situational
context with some reference to the other three types.

Kahrizsangi and Haddadi (2017) examined the challenges facing
literary translators and attempts to find solutions to them in order to
improve literary translation competence through enabling students to
"translate into the target language the content, expressive power,
language style, and an equal function of the literary text" (p.350). To
carry out this task, the researchers applied the function-focused theory
developed by Nord (2008) to a translation of an anecdote by Heinrich
von Kleist. They believed that the challenges facing the translator stem
from the style of the target text, the aim of translation, cultural
differences between source language and target language, and/or their
pragmatic competence. Therefore, the authors suggested that a
translator needs to identify the text type, its syntactic and stylistic
structures, and the aim of the translation in order to decide which
translation method will best suit the specific text case. They also
believe in the importance of understanding the function and the style of
the source text in addition to the stylistic, syntactic and expressive tools
of the source text's author in order to achieve a competent equivalent in
the target language.

Horvathova and Tabackova (2018) examined the translatability of
multiword idiomatic expressions in the German novel Wer einmal aus
dem Blechnapf fri3t by Hans Fallada’s into Slovak. They believed that
in literary work, idioms are used to add local, time, and social meanings
to the text. Thus, they attempted to define the criteria that were applied
and to outline the strategies that were used in the translated version of
the novel to arrive at a comprehensive translation. They concluded that
the translator managed to preserve the artistic style of the SL by using
idiomatic TL expressions whenever possible, with resorting to
compensation as a balancing strategy when needed. Finally, the
researchers suggested further investigation of the English translation of
the novel in order to find out the effect of cultural closeness or lack
thereof on the translation of literary texts.
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Aldanani (2019) investigated the translation strategies used in the
translation of the Arabic novel 'Scattered Crumbs' into English with
special attention given to idioms. The researcher believes that in most
translated idioms, the translator was successful in rendering the cultural
meaning of the SL idiom, either by use of loan words or paraphrasing.
However, he believes that the translator has failed in cases of absence
of equivalent where the translator opted for literal translation of SL
idioms, because such translations do not comprehensively convey the
meaning of the original idiom and therefore may cause
miscommunication.

Framework

The framework used in this study at approaching the translatability
of idioms is that developed by Baker (Baker, 2018), whose framework
and book are considered among the most influential in the field of
translation training and translation studies (Munday, 2008). Baker's
framework was also chosen for its focus on the relationship between
translation and pragmatics. It looks at text equivalence at multiple
levels; one of which is the pragmatic level (Baker, 2018). The other
levels are the word, above-word, grammar, thematic structure,
cohesion, semiotic and pragmatic levels. In this paper, we deal with the
'Above-word' and 'Pragmatic' levels of equivalence since the realm of
cultural expressions falls mainly between these two.

Baker (ibid.) proposed a taxonomy for translating idioms and fixed
expressions which includes the following strategies:

1- Using an idiom of similar meaning and form: in such a case the
translator looks for an idiom in the TL that conveys roughly the
same meaning of the idiom in the SL and consists of equivalent
lexical items.

2- Using an idiom of similar meaning but dissimilar form: here the
translator focuses on finding an idiom in the TL that conveys the
same meaning as the original idiom regardless of the composing
words.

3- Borrowing the SL idiom: this is a case similar to that of a loan
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word, where the translator keeps the idiom in its SL form in the
translated version.

4- Translation by paraphrase: this strategy is used when it is hard to
find a suitable idiomatic expression in the TL or if the targeted
stylistic classification does not suit the equivalent TL idiom. In this
strategy, the translator resorts to analyzing a paraphrased version of
the SL idiom or fixed expression.

5- Translation by omission of a play on an idiom: this strategy focuses
on the literal meaning of an idiom, ignoring a side playful meaning
the original idiom has.

6- Translation by omission of an entire idiom: a translator might be
compelled to resort to this strategy when none of the strategies above
proves effective or for stylistic reasons (Baker, 2018, p.77-87).

Methodology

In this paper, a single idiomatic expression from the Najdi Arabic
novel Donia Ghareebah (Strange world), by the cyber writer who goes
by the name Najdiah Asliah, is investigated. This expression (Allah
yakhaleek), literally translated as may God preserve/keep you, has a
non-fixed pragmatic meaning that changes based on the intentions of
the speaker in each given context. Arriving at the intended meaning is
dependent on the hearer's understanding of not only the co-text of the
expression, but of all the elements of the situation; the identity of the
speaker, the identity of the hearer, their relation to each other, and the
topic being discussed. This cooperation of contextual and cultural
elements in arriving at the intended meaning highlights the importance
of pragmatic competence in translating literary texts.

Occurrences of the expression and its use in context were analyzed
to determine its intended meaning in each instance. Afterwards, three
translation strategies, adopted from (Baker, 2018) were applied to
translate the expression, creating three or four translations for the same
expression in each given context. Then, these translations, placed in
context, were presented to and judged by native speakers of English to
decide which translation strategy was more successful in conveying the
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pragmatic meaning in the TL (English). The questionnaire consisted of
six texts, at the end of each text, there was an allocated space for the
participants' comments and/or suggested translations.

The participants were asked to provide some information about
themselves in the first page of the questionnaire. Such information
included their nationality, education, gender, and age. Only participants
who were native speakers of English were included in the study. No
restrictions regarding education, age or gender were applied. However,
all participants were minimally BA holders and the youngest were in
their mid-twenties.

The questionnaire was distributed manually and electronically to
ensure receiving as many contributions as possible. Three manual
copies were handed back, and 18 digital copies were received, out of
which only 14 met the criteria described above. So, the total number of
replies analysed was 17. The participants belonged to four countries all
of which speak English as the first language; three Canadians, seven
Americans, five British, and two Irish. Twelve of the participants were
females and five were males. All of them were between the age of 25
and 50, and all of them have a college degree.

Data analysis

In this section, the items of the questionnaire are analyzed one by
one. First, the item itself, is presented as it is in the questionnaire paper
(see Appendix A for the original Arabic script), then a brief statistic of
the number of votes each translation received is provided, followed by
a comprehensive discussion of the participants' choices and added
contributions, if any.

Text A

Reema goes to visit her friend Kholood after several days of the
death of Kholood's father. She meets Kholood's mother, and the
following conversation takes place:
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Reema: my mother sends her greetings to you and apologizes for
any unintentional negligence.

Kholood's mother: my greetings to you and your mother. How sweet
of her. She's done more than enough.
I- Reema: God bless you.
2- Reema: Don’t mention it.
3- Reema: May God preserve you.

The three numbered responses above are all translations of the
expression under investigation. In each translation, the researcher
adopted a translation strategy from those suggested by (Baker, 2018).
Translation number 1 adopts strategy (a) "using an idiom of similar
meaning and form" (p.77). Translation 2 adopts strategy (b) "using an
idiom of similar meaning but dissimilar form" (p.79). Translation 3
adopts strategy (e) "translation by omission of a play on idiom" (p.85),
which is the nearest in definition to literal translation.

It is necessary to point out that while translation (a) comes with
similar meaning and form, it does not convey the pragmatic meaning of
the original utterance. It only reserves part of the literal meaning related
to praying for the sake of the hearer. The pragmatic meaning of the
expression, as explained before, is not constant. Instead it acquires its
meaning from the context where it is used. Therefore, translation (b) is
actually the closest in meaning to that of the original. This
classification applies to all the items discussed in this paper.

The following table shows the number of times each translation was
chosen by the participants.

Table 1: Participants' choices of strategies in text A.

Translation Corresponding strategy Number of times chosen
1 a 5
2 b 7
3 e 3
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Two participants did not choose any of the given translations;
instead, they provided their own suggested versions. One of them
suggested the following response: "we wish we could do more", while
the other suggested that the response should be: "I am sorry for your
loss, and I am sorry if you have needed anything I haven’t provided". In
these two suggestions, the participants preferred using fixed
expressions in the TL that suit the context of the situation in which the
utterance was used.

Table 1 above shows that the majority of the participants opted for
the translation that contributed to the pragmatic meaning. Though they
were not informed of the strategy applied in each translation, their
choices show that they believed the translation that was based on the
pragmatic function of the original is the best fit to the context. Even in
the case of the two participants who provided their own translations,
their contributions were based on what they believed to be a good
response in light of the context and co-text provided for them. Not
surprisingly, their suggestions were in line with translation (b) which
can be characterized as being pragmatic-oriented.

Text B
Mshari: honey, I have been talking to you over the phone for 5
months and I don’t even know how you look. This is unbelievable.

Njood (trying to change the subject): Mshari
I- God bless you.
2- Come on /please.
3- May God preserve you.

don’t pressure me. I've just arrived at my friend's place.. I'll call you later.
Just as in the previous text, the first translation corresponds to strategy
(a). The second translation provided conforms with strategy (b). The

third translation corresponds to strategy (e). The first translation focuses
on conveying the literal meaning by using similar form. The second
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focuses more on conveying the pragmatic meaning, and the last one is
merely a literal translation of the original. The following table shows the
number of times each translation was chosen by the participants.

Table 2: Participants' choices of strategies in text B.

Translation Corresponding strategy The number of times it was chosen
1 a 0
2 b 15
3 e 1

One participant provided her own suggested translation. She
suggested that the translation should be ' am not ready to meet you and
I am making an excuse'. Although the gist of this suggested translation
goes in line with the original, its bluntness is not in conformity with the
context. The context of the conversation shows that the two
conversationalists; Mshari and Njood, are in a romantic relationship,
yet they have never met face to face. Njood's response indeed shows
that she is trying to delay their face-to-face meeting. However, the
utterance she produced after the investigated idiomatic expression
implies that she is doing that gently not aggressively.

Interestingly, the vast majority of the participants opted for the
pragmatic-based translations. They believed that this translation is best
used in this situation. No one chose the first translation which was an
attempt to convey the literal meaning of the original with a similar
idiomatic effect. Only one chose the literal translation of the original.

Text C

Sara: Thank you. Don’t forget my present as you promised. SIM
with special number and the latest Nokia cell phone.

Her father: hhhh I've never seen someone who asks for a present and
puts down conditions.

Sara: yes dad
1- God bless you.
2- May God be with you.
3- May God preserve you for me
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Just like the two previous texts, translation number 1 corresponds to
strategy (a), translation number 2 corresponds to strategy (b), and
translation number 3 corresponds to strategy (¢). The following table
shows the number of times each translation was chosen by the participants.

Table 3: Participants' choices of strategies in text C.

Translation Corresponding strategy The number of times it was chosen
1 a 5
2 b 1
3 e 4

In this item, many of the responses were novel suggestions by the
participants. Six participants provided their own translations, which
implies that they believed that none of the given translations was
adequate. Their suggested translations were: "thank you", "God help
you", "I am one of a kind", "please", "pretty please", "I don’t know
where I went wrong raising you". Obviously, the participant who
provided the last response misunderstood the utterance as belonging to
the father not to the daughter. One participant did not understand the
situation and wrote "I am confused by the above three as I feel I need
more contextual information". However, most of the participants
suggested translations that seem to acknowledge the pragmatic function
of the speech act of asking a favour, or even begging as can be
understood from their translations. They gave responses they believed
suit the elements of the situation, i.e. the speaker, the hearer, the
occasion, and the topic.

In translation number 3, 'for me' was added at the end. This is due to
the use of a specific pronoun by the speaker attached to the fixed
expression. Usually when pronouns are used in this way with this
particular expression the intended meaning of the expression is actually
its literal meaning. So, in this particular item the literal meaning goes in
line with the pragmatic one.

Five participants chose translation 1, one chose translation 2, and
four chose translation 3. As explained before, in this particular item, the
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literal meaning is very similar to the pragmatic meaning. Therefore, all
three translations have similar form (prayer) and meaning. So, we can
assume that participants' choices were based on personal preference of
one form over another rather than on deeper differences among the
three translations.

Text D
Thamir: by the way, have you heard about the future husband of
Haifa Wahbi (a famous singer)?

Nawaf: don’t say a word
1- God bless you.
2- Please.
3- May God preserve you.

since I've heard the news (about the future husband), I've had a
headache.

Table 4 below displays the translations, their corresponding
strategies and the number of times each one was chosen.

Table 4: Participants' choices of strategies in text D.

Translation Corresponding strategy The number of times it was chosen
1 a 0
2 b 12
3 e 0

In this item, none of the participants chose translation 1 nor 3.
Twelve participants chose translation 2, and four suggested different
translations. One participant opted for the deletion of the item as a
whole, which is one of the strategies proposed by Baker "translation by
omission of entire idiom" (2018: 86). Two of the suggested translations
dealt with the idiom as part of the previous utterance, thus instead of
providing a sperate utterance they added word(s) to the previous one.
One suggested adding the word 'ever', and the other suggested the
phrase 'about it'. The two alternative translations for the idiom provided
by the other two participants were 'Jesus Christ' and 'l beg you'.
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The majority of the participants have chosen the second translation
which corresponds to strategy b. According to this strategy, it is more
important to convey the pragmatic function of an idiomatic expression
than to render the literal meaning into the target language.

Text E
(Abeer refuses to meet her husband who has come to meet her in her
parents' house to make amends)

Nawaf (Abeer's brother): Abeer shame on you. The man begged me,
he told me to tell you he wants to talk to you about something.
Abeer: Nawaf
1- God bless you.
2- Please.
3- Stopit.
4- May God preserve you.

Today is Eid (Islamic festival) and fun. I don’t want to ruin my day.
Table 5 below displays the translations, their corresponding

strategies and the number of times each one was chosen in text E.

Table 5: Participants' choices of strategies in text E.

Translation Corresponding strategy The number of times it was chosen
1 a 1
2 b 10
3 b 5
4 e 0

In this text two translations corresponding to strategy b, which is to
translate an idiom by using an idiom in the target language with the
same meaning but dissimilar form, were provided. The two translations
2 and 3 combined received 15 responses. One participant chose
translation 1 which is to translate using an idiom in the target language
with similar form and meaning, and none chose translation 4 which is
to use the literal translation of the original idiom. One participant
provided their own translation which was a combination of translations

Laulalg Wil Ul rogle Glap




—— Dr. Tahani Saleh Alabdali

2 and 3 'please stop it', so we could say that this participant chose
strategy b as well.

Text F
(Abeer staying at her parents' house with her kids after having a
fight with her husband) Abeer: Reema (her younger sister)
I- God bless you.
2- Ifit is not much trouble.
3- Please.
4- May God preserve you.

See if my kids are awake or not.
Table 6 below displays the translations, their corresponding

strategies and the number of times each one was chosen in text F.

Table 6: Participants' choices of strategies in text F.

Translation Corresponding strategy The number of times it was chosen
1 a 0
2 b 12
3 b 4
4 e 0

Again in this text, two translations were provided corresponding to
strategy b. and once again the majority of the participants chose the two
translations corresponding to this strategy, 12 choosing translation 2
and 4 choosing translation 3. None of the participants chose the first
nor the last translations which correspond to strategies a and e
respectively. One participant provided her own suggested translation
which was not actually a translation, rather it was a conversation
softener. She preferred adding the expression 'sweety' to the beginning
of the following utterance, and treated what was originally two
utterances in the SL text as one utterance in the TL translation.

Results and discussion

In this section, the common findings out of the six analyzed extracts
will be highlighted. Unique cases and idiosyncratic responses will be
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discussed as well.

1-

6-
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In all extracts except one, C, the majority of the participants chose
the translation(s) corresponding to strategy b 'using an idiom of
similar meaning but dissimilar form'. The TL idiom varied from
text to text based on the pragmatic function of the idiomatic
expression in each specific conversation (table 7).

In text C, most of the participants felt that none of the provided
translations suits the conversation so they provided their own. This
may be due to cultural differences, i.e. the situation described in the
conversation does not relate to the participants' cultures, or it may
be due to the insufficiency of the extracted text to provide a
comprehensive picture of the situation. One participant explicitly
expressed her lack of understanding and refrained from neither
choosing from the provided translations nor coming up with her
own. In fact, facing translation problems caused by existing cultural
gaps between SL and TL was one of the findings agreed upon
among many researchers in the field of literary translation (Al-
masri, 2009; Alwafai, 2015; Horvathova and Tabackova, 2018)
Most of the translations suggested by the participants were idioms
as well. For example, one suggestion for text A was 'l am sorry for
your loss'. For text C, many fixed expressions were suggested by
the participants. To mention a few, one suggested 'God help you',
another 'l don’t know where I went wrong with raising you', and
one wrote 'l am one of a kind'".

The least picked strategy was strategy e 'translation by omission of
a play on an idiom'. This finding indicates that readers of literary
texts actually value the aesthetic elements of the texts they are
reading and feel that these elements are as important as keeping the
content of the text.

One of the interesting findings was that the factors identified in the
background questions section; i.e. age, education, nationality and
gender, had no influence on the participants choices of strategies.
There was no specific strategy that one nationality, age group, or
gender, preferred over the other.

In three of the four texts where 'please’ was provided as a




—— Dr. Tahani Saleh Alabdali

translation option (Texts B, D, E, and F), it was the preferred one
compared to the other translation options. Thus, if we want to come
up with a near equivalent for the idiom <ldis &) (Allah ykhaleek),
literally translated as 'may God preserve/keep you', it would be the
expression 'please'. Although 'please' does not fit the traditional
definition of (idioms) since it consists of one word only, it is similar
to idioms in that it carries figurative meaning that is not derived
from the expression's original lexical meaning. What the
investigated Arabic expression and 'please' have in common is that
they are both expressions with inconsistent pragmatic function,
which changes according to the contexts where they are used.

Table 7: The number of times each strategy was chosen in all texts.

Strategy The number of times it was chosen
a 11
b 67
e 8

Conclusion and recommendations

In this study, six conversations containing the idiomatic expression
under investigation were extracted from a local novel written in the local
Najdi dialect. Despite having a constant form, this idiomatic expression
changes its pragmatic function based on the context. The calculation of
the pragmatic function is totally derivable from the context based on the
relationship between the participants and mainly the topic of the
conversation. Based on its literal meaning, which is sometimes the one
intended, the closest equivalent for it in English is 'God bless you', while
a literal translation of the idiom would be 'may God preserve/keep you'.
Choosing the former equivalent as the best translation shows preference
for conformity of form and meaning in translation of idiomatic
expressions, which corresponds to translation strategy (a) in Baker's
framework for translating idiomatic expressions (2018). Using the literal
translation of the idiomatic expression's constituting words corresponds
to Baker's strategy (e). Using a variable expression in the target language
based on the pragmatic meaning conveyed by the expression in a specific
context corresponds to Baker's strategy (b).
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These three strategies were the ones employed in this study by
providing three, sometimes four, translations for the same idiomatic
expression in each extract, and asking the participants to choose the one
they felt best to suit the conversation. The majority of the participants'
responses showed preference to strategy (b), which recommends that a
translator uses an idiom of the same meaning of that of the original
paying less attention to conformity in form. This choice emphasizes the
importance of understanding and conveying the pragmatic meaning of
the SL idiom, while keeping in mind the aesthetic elements of the
literary text since the participants still chose an idiom in place of the
original, focusing more on the meaning the idiom is playing in a
particular context rather than its literal meaning. This finding comes in
agreement with the results of other previous studies which highlighted
the importance of conveying not only the content meaning of words but
also the pragmatic role they play in the text (Jaber, 2008; Shojaei,
2012; Prace, 2013; Daghoughi and Hashemian, 2016). Based on the
results of the present study, the following recommendations are made:
I- Since many researchers have agreed that many of the translation

mistakes in the field of literary texts arise from some level of
incompetency in understanding the pragmatic meaning of idioms in
SL (Samardali, et al., 2013; Ardeshiri and Zarafshan, 2014; Hussein
and Mhammad, 2016), I recommend that translation programs
should pay more attention to the pragmatic element that idioms, and
many other language expressions, may carry. These programs
should emphasize the importance of pragmatic function and train
their students on how to arrive at that hidden meaning intended in
the original text and ways to render it successfully into the TL. This
was seen by many researchers as a way to improve the level of
future literary translations (Farghal and Almanna, 2014;
Kahrizsangi and Haddadi’ 2017).

2- TItis also important to teach future translators and train them on how
to deal with problematic expressions in literary texts. In addition to
being equipped with adequate linguistic, cultural, and pragmatic
knowledge in both languages, source and target, translators need to
know the available techniques provided for them by various tested
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frameworks, which all proved to be successful when applied
appropriately (Aguadogiménez and Pérez-paredes, 2005; Guerra,
2012). They also need to know how to choose from them and how
to decide which technique or strategy will best serve the needs of
their expected audience.

It is very important to weigh the significance of the aesthetic
elements of the language in the text being translated. That is;
stylistic and aesthetic features do not carry the same level of
importance in scientific and literary texts. Aesthetic elements and
figurative features of literary texts need to be attended to and
addressed when translating to other languages, especially since they
seem to be of high value to the audience of the TL text as suggested
by the data of the present study.

It would be beneficial to translation students to include texts written
in different regional varieties in their training programs. Being
exposed to various varieties allow them to be acquainted with
different cultures, and train them on ways for translating
problematic cultural expressions.

* sk %k
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Abstract: Recent translation studies principally concentrate on the quality of
translation. They also focus on terms and their significance in drawing the scope of
meaning. From this point, the present study is launched to explore the translation of
the term "bahr" (= sea) in the Holy Quran through three spaced translations; a term
that has a special image in Arabic literature and is used in many different situations to
address an audience closely connected with desert. Have these translations succeeded
in conveying a term that has signified "something" more or less than sea? Through a
survey of thirty-nine verses, the study has found out that the broad meaning of the
term "bahr" has narrowed down by time which reflects the fact that maintaining term
meaning has the main concern even in dealing with authoritative texts. In addition,
definiteness is brought to light through this paper as a translation norm mistreated in
many cases.

Key words: religious, authoritative, Quran, sea, definiteness.
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1. Introduction

Perhaps, translators should have the prime concern in seeking for
extensive knowledge through which "optimal" translation constitutes
the first priority. To achieve this, it is inevitable to know what others
have achieved, and how to benefit from these achievements whether we
want to improve the translation process or to avoid mishaps that trap
even translation experts. From this point, the idea of studying,
comparing, and evaluating comes into sight. Comparative in nature, the
study critically surveys the term bahr (sea in English), finding out
thirty-nine verses which include forty-one terms. Three well-known
translations of the Holy Quran (HQ): Ali (1964) (T1), Al-Hilali &
Khan (1993) (T2), and Qaribullah & Darwish (2009) (T3) are set
respectively along with the Quranic verse text copy-pasted from an
authentic site of the HQ (Abdul baqi 1994) with comments on both
renditions and definiteness concerning the definite article in most
citations to highlight the most appropriate translation that meets the
intended discoursal and contextual meaning. In addition, this study
seeks to examine whether the translation deviation is a context-related
or a human related concern and to verify the consistency of each
translation in dealing with repeated terms.

2. Related Literature

Terms constitute the solid ground on which sciences are based.
While originators of terms encounter many obstacles of choosing the
most suitable term for a concept in their mother tongue, translators
endure the impact of many obstacles to attain the image of that term in
the target language Enani (1996: 7). It goes without question that
meaning is the main concern in translation. In this context, Leech
(1983:5) argues that semantics construes both word and sentence
meaning based on rules whereas pragmatics concerns much about
communicative meaning based on principle. This vision is manifested
by Aziz (1998: 138) who concludes that "translation has gone further in
meaning: from propositional meaning to the pragmatic meaning." This,
in turn, elevates our views from mere words and phrases to the world of
ideas and images. Although religious texts always maintain specificity
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and sanctity; they, eventually, remain written texts that are governed by
linguistic rules to be understood. Dickens, Hervey, and Higgins
(2002:178) state: “The subject matter of religious texts implies the
existence of a spiritual world that is not fictive, but has its own external
realities and truths." Elewa (2014:32) admits that, "The transfer of
religious texts from one language to another involves, among other
things, the scientific study of language, including phonology,
morphology, lexis, and semantics". The Holly Quran, a rich text with
unique realms of implications, overwhelms them with flowing
meanings. Aziz and Lataiwish (2000:102) argue that religious texts
concerning form and content may exhibit identical significance. The
message expressed in a religious text principally depends on faith in
addition to the information encapsulated in the message, and the way
this information is conveyed.

3. Discussion

Before we start looking at the three renditions of each of the
following verses, let us consider the norms of translating religious texts
in general and the translation of the Holy Quran in specific. In the first
place, translators prioritize formal equivalence at the expense of the
other types of equivalence i.e. functional and ideational because they
feel that it is more faithful to the origin and maintains creative
metaphors whose formal rendition is as noteworthy as the conveyance
of the messages they encapsulate (for more details, see Farghal and
Shunnaq 1999: 9-17). Illyas (1989:89) argues that the translation of
religious texts calls for extra concern when they are rendered because
of their sacredness. This entails formal equivalence predilection.
Besides, translators feel extra cautious in dealing with religious texts
because of the sanctity of the text which may create language that
seems unusual for many interested readers. Definiteness is very
significant in the translation of nouns as it sheds light on the noun
scope of meaning which is a crucial requirement in translation. The
noun bahr in its singular, dual and plural forms: al-bahr, bahr, al-
bahraan, al-bahrain, and Abhur has been mentioned forty one times
in thirty nine verses in the HQ. It occurred thirty three times in singular,
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five times in dual and three times in plural forms. (Two verses
contained the term bahr twice: Al-Kahf: 109, no. 20 and Lugman: 27,
no. 26 below).

Mukhtar Alsahah dictionary defines the term bahr as:
o mjﬂ;ﬂ.JSJSJ;JJSL;%J;;JTMUUW\}M@WJ:;:J‘M;;J\_

Sea is the antonym of land, said to be so for being deep and extended,
pl. abhor, behaar and buhuur. Every great river is a sea.
My Translation (MT)

Lesaan Al-Arab dictionary says that the meaning of the term muhiit is:
ool e o555 2L &8 b St B 2,00 bad i 2 -

o G Bl Sl Lt

1t is the sea that surrounds land. Oceans cover nearly two-thirds of the
globe: the Pacific, the Indian, the Atlantic ... (MT)

Merriam Webster's Dictionary defines the term sea as:

1a: a great body of salt water that covers much of the earth broadly: the
waters of the earth as distinguished from the land and air

b: a body of salt water of second rank more or less landlocked the
Mediterranean sea.

It also defines ocean as:

1a: the whole body of salt water that covers nearly three fourths of the
surface of the earth.

b: any of the large bodies of water (such as the Atlantic Ocean) into
which the great ocean is divided.

For definiteness it is worthwhile to bear in mind that the definite

article (the / J1) makes up a tricky question in translation between
Arabic and English. Arabic utilizes the definite article both generically
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(l1a and 1b below) and referentially (1c¢ and 1d below) with nouns in
singular and plural forms, whereas English resorts to the zero article to
attain generic use (2b below). Moreover, English doesn't employ the
definite article to refer to the whole class (2¢ below). (for more details,
see Farghal and Shunnaq 1999: 49-52).

1. a) al-kitaab-u mufiid-un
DEF-book-NOM useful-NOM
"The book is useful."

b) al-kutub-u mufiidat-un

DEF-book (pl) NOM useful-NOM

"Books are useful."

c) hal qara't-a al-kitaab-a

DEF-book-NOM

'Have you read the book?"

d) hal qara't-a al-kutub-a

DEF-book (pl) NOM

'Have you read the books?'
2. a) The book is useful.

b) Books are useful.

c¢) *The books are useful.

In the following section, the term bahr along with its three
renditions is set then discussion is raised.

0,0 " F a aia g5 g ol -1

bahr in number 1 is rendered as:
T1: 1. Or (the unbelievers' state) is like the depths of darkness in a vast

deep ocean...
(Al-Nur: 40)
T2: 1. Or [the state of a disbeliever] is like the darkness in a vast deep
sea...
(Al-Nur: 40)
T3: 1. Or, they are like darkness upon a deep sea...
(Al-Nur: 40)
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Considering the contextual meaning of the term bahr in the verse
above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term sea as it
generally denote any sea. T2 and T3 render the noun correctly, whereas T1
overtranslates it by opting for the term ocean (for more details, see Wang
2012: 129-133). The term is employed generically as it doesn't refer to a
specific identity. Fortunately, the noun is used generically by all.

(50: 5,00 "33 1505 050 3 T 205 3688 2 i S B335 (-2
al-bahr in number 2- a is rendered as:
T1: 2. And remember We divided the sea for you...
(Al-Baqarah: 50)
T2: 2. And (remember) when We separated the sea for you...
(Al-Baqarah: 50)
T3: 2. We parted the sea for you ...
(Al-Baqarah: 50)

(138 s, 90 " 551 500 o G355 (o
al-bahr in number 2-b is rendered as:
T1: 8. We took the children of Israel (with safety) across the sea...
(Al-A'raf: 138)
T2: 8. And We brought the children of Israel (with safety) across the
sea ...
(Al-A'raf: 138)
T3: 8. and We moved the Children of Israel from one side of the sea ...
(Al-A'raf: 138)

163 51,59 " 550 38 a5 Lo (o
al-bahr in number 2-c is rendered as:
T1: 9. Ask them concerning the town standing close by the sea.
(Al-A'raf:163)
T2: 9. about the town that was by the sea,...
(Al-A'raf:163)
T3: 9. Ask them about the village that overlooked the sea...
(Al-A'raf:163)
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90 ) " 5t sl 2 55" 6
al-bahr in number 2-d is rendered as:
T1: 11. We took the children of Israel across the sea...

(Yunus: 90)
T2: 11. And We took the children of Isracl across the sea...

(Yunus: 90)
T3: 11. We brought the Children of Israel through the sea...

(Yunus:90)

(61: a0 "G50 S A BB G5 2 Gl gl 1o GEUG" (

al-bahr in number 2-¢ is rendered as:
T1: 17. ...which took its course through the sea...

(Al-Kahf: 61)
T2:17. ..., and took its way through the sea...

(Al-Kahf: 61)
T3: 17. ..., which made its way burrowing into the sea...

(Al-Kahf: 61)

7720 "L S G g 5,56 G
al-bahr in number 2-f is rendered as:
T1: 21. ...and strike a dry path for them through the sea...

(Taha: 77)
T2: 21. ...and strike a dry path for them in the sea...

(Taha: 77)
T3: 21. ...and strike for them a dry path in the sea...

(Taha: 77)

(63:ags0) "C;L;,/V;‘;j‘g;}d"‘“’/.;/ ./l;ﬁlj‘..." G

al-bahr in number 2-g is rendered as:

T1: 18. ...: It took its course through the sea...
(Al-Kahf: 63)
T2: 18. ... It took its course into the sea...

(Al-Kahf: 63)
T3: 18. ...it made its way into the sea in a marvelous fashion.
(Al-Kahf: 63)
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al-bahr in number 2-h is rendered as:
T1: 23. ..."Strike the sea with your rod."...

(Al-Shu'ara':63)
T2: 23. ..."Strike the sea with your stick."...

(Al-Shu'ara':63)
T3:23. ..."'Strike the sea with your staff)"...

(Al-Shu'ara':63)

Q40 "5 5 A5 A IG5 (b

al-bahr in number 2-1 is rendered as:
T1:29. "And leave the sea as a furrow...

(Al-Dukhan: 24)
T2:29. "And leave the sea as it is...

(Al-Dukhan: 24)
T3:29. "Then leave the sea calm...

(Al-Dukhan: 24)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahr in the verses above, it can
be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term the sea as it refers to
one specific identity. It is used referentially as it refers to one specific
sea viz. the Red Sea's parting in Exodus., (for more details, see Al-
alusi: 86). Therefore, the three renditions are correct.

645,20 " 21 32y Sl b s 55 i -3

al-bahr in number 3-a is rendered as:
T1: 3...in the sailing of the ships through the ocean...

(Al-Baqarah: 164)
T2: 3... and the ships which sail through the sea...

(Al-Baqarah: 164)
T3: 3... in the ships that sail upon the sea...

(Al-Baqgarah: 164)
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2 0o 8 w2 . < Ee L
Q7 :0ba) " edad e o ka2 JIG BT 8555 e oSN T 15" (o

al-bahr in number 3-b is rendered as:
T1: 26. And if all the trees on earth were pens and the ocean...

(Lugman: 27)
T2: 26. And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea...

(Lugman: 27)
T3: 26. If all the trees in the earth were pens and the sea. ..

(Lugman: 27)

Gliobd) "l casy S 3 g5 AT 50 (o

al-bahr in number 3-c is rendered as:
T1: 31. See you not that the ships sail through the ocean...

(Lugman: 31)
T2: 31. See you not that the ships sail through the sea...

(Lugman: 31)
T3: 31. Do you not see how the ships run upon the sea,

(Lugman: 31)

~o0%

NG Al s sl ol a3 G
al-bahr in number 3-d is rendered as:
T1: 28. ...smooth running through the ocean...

(Al-Shura: 32)
T2: 28. And among His signs are the ships, in the sea...

(Al-Shura: 32)
T3: 28. And among His signs are the ships that run on the sea...
(Al-Shura: 32)

(615,500 "y 3 4/,;‘;313" (
al-bahr in number 3-¢ is rendered as:
T1: 31. And by the Ocean filled with Swell-

(Al- Tur: 6)
T2: 31. And by the sea kept filled...

(Al- Tur: 6)
T3: 31. And the sea that is full...

(Al- Tur: 6)
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Considering meaning of the term al-bahr in the verses above, it can
be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term the sea. T2 and T3
render the noun correctly, whereas T1 overtranslates it by using the
term ocean. Despite the fact that the definite article is used, the noun is
generic more than referential and it is rendered correctly by all.

-~ ° P S
O6:s0L0) " GG S 1o (ST J1 -4

al-bahr in number 4 is rendered as:
T1: 4. Lawful to you is the pursuit of water-game...

(Al-Ma'idah: 96)
T2: 4. Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water-game...

(Al-Ma'idah: 96)
T3: 4. ... Made lawful to you is the fished of the sea...

(Al-Ma'idah: 96)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahr in the verse above, it can
be seen that it is the counterpart of the English term the sea. It goes
without question that the noun is employed generically more than
referentially. T1 and T2 opt for the term water-game which is an
undertranslation of the term because the image of the term bahr is lost.
In addition, the definite article is mistakenly dropped by both
translations; T3, per contra, conveys the term correctly.

(59: pbestn " i 51 o 05 A i Y B s e 5 -
al-bahr in number 5 is rendered as:
T1:5....He knows whatever there is on the earth and in the sea...
(Al-An'am: 59)
T2: 5....He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea...
(Al-An'am: 59)
T3:5.... He knows that which is in the land and sea...
(Al-An'am: 59)

Clearly the term al-bahr in the verse above equals the English term
the sea as the opposite of land and it is employed generically as it

02020 yuhunéi - 1442 oyao (26) aasll




"al-bahr" in the Holy Quran and Translation Variations:... ——

includes all seas. T1, T2 and T3 render the noun correctly. From
definiteness perspective the noun is rendered correctly by T1 and T2
whereas T3 erroneously drops the definite article.

(6303 " K3 G328 250 2 okl 2 K38 0 B -6
al-bahr in number 6-a is rendered as:
T1: 6. Say:"Who is that delivers you from the dark recesses of land and
sea..."
(Al-An'am: 63)
T2: 6..."Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and the sea ..."
(Al-An'am: 63)
T3: 6. ... Say: 'Who saves you from the darkness of the land and sea ..."
(Al-An'am: 63)

(97 ru\)‘)"f“j‘jﬂ\uw&L@\jwrﬂ\(’g‘_};‘;dj‘_}i/"(u

al-bahr in number 6-b is rendered as:
T1: 7. through the dark spaces of land and sea...
(Al-An'am: 97)
T2:7...., through the darkness spaces of the land and the sea...
(Al-An'am:97)
T3:7...., in the darkness of land and sea...
(Al-An'am:97)

(67 3 " 2N 55035 1 J5 A1 g LA KR (o

al-bahr in number 6-c is rendered as:
T1: 15. When distress seizes you at sea...

(Al-Isra: 67)
T2: 15. And when harm touches you upon the sea...

(Al-Isra: 67)
T3: 15. When misfortune befalls you at sea...

(Al-Isra': 67)

Obviously the term al-bahr in the verses above is an equivalent of
the English term the sea as the opposite of land and is used generically.
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T1, T2 and T3 render the noun correctly. Fortunately, the noun is
rendered correctly by T2 but it is mistranslated by Tland T3 as they
drop the definite article.

da ° ° 5w s g s .
Q2155 "0 2 S ST gl A" (-7
al-bahr in number7-a is rendered as:
T1: 10. He it is Who enables you to traverse through land and sea...

(Yunus: 22)
T2: 10. He it is Who enables you to traverse through land and sea...

(Yunus: 22)
T3: 10. It is He who conveys you by land and sea...

(Yunus: 22)

(702,390 " 3015 531 3 AL 5 63T 3 G55 5" (o

al-bahr in number 7-b is rendered as:
T1: 16. ...provided them with transport on land and sea...

(Al-Isra":70)
T2: 16. ....and We have carried them on land and sea...

(Al-Isra":70)
T3: 16. ..., and carried them on both land and sea...

(Al-Isra":70)

Alies 0" ol o E228 0 3l 1 o 3L 538" (¢

al-bahr in number 7-c is rendered as:
T1: 25. Mischief has appeared on land and sea...

(Al-Room: 41)
T2: 25. Evil has appeared on land and sea...

(Al-Room: 41)
T3: 25. Corruption has appeared on land and sea...

(Al-Room: 41)

Clearly the term al-bahr in the verses above is an equivalent of the
English term the sea as the opposite of land and it is employed
generically more than referentially. T1, T2 and T3 render the noun
correctly but unfortunately they drop the definite article.
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al-bahr in number 8-a is rendered as:

T1: 12. ...it is He Who has made the ships subject to you, that they may
sail through the sea by His Command;...

(Ibrahim: 32)

T2: 12. He has made the ships to be of service to you, that they may
sail through the sea by His Command...

(Ibrahim: 32)

T3: 12. He has subjected to you ships which, by His command, run upon

the sea...
(Ibrahim: 32)
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al-bahr in number 8-b is rendered as:
T1: 13. ...it is He Who has made the sea subject...

(Al-Nahl: 14)
T2:13....And He it is Who has subjected the sea (to you)...

(Al-Nahl: 14)
T3: 13. ...It is He who has subjected the sea to you...

(Al-Nahl: 14)
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Al-bahr in number 8-c is rendered as:
T1: 22. ...and the ships that sail through the sea...
(Ai-Hajj: 65)
T2: 22. ...and the ships that sail through the sea...
(Ai-Hajj: 65)
T3: 22. ... and the ships which run upon the sea...
(Ai-Hajj: 65)

Obviously the term al-bahr in the verses above is an equivalent of

the English term the sea as the opposite of land and is used generically.
Fortunately, the noun is rendered correctly.
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al-bahr in number 9 is rendered as:
T1: 14. Your Lord is He that makes the ship go smoothly for you through
the sea...
(Al-Isra".66)
T2: 14. Your Lord is He Who drives the ship go smoothly for you through
the sea...
(Al-Isra".66)
T3: 14. It is your Lord who drives your ships at sea...
(Al-Isra".66)

Noticeably the term in al-bahr the verse above is an equivalent of
the English term the sea as the opposite of land and it is used
generically. T1, T2 and T3 render the noun correctly. Luckily, the noun
is conveyed generically by Tland T2 but it is mistakenly used by T3as
it resorts to the zero article.

(79: i " S 3 0 5lesg fslead SR Bl G- 10
al-bahr in number 10 is rendered as:

T1: 19. As for the boat, it belonged to certain men in dire want: they

plied on the water...
(Al-Kahf: 79)
T2: 19. As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working in the sea...
(Al-Kahf: 79)
T3: 19. As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working in the sea...
(Al-Kahf: 79)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahr in the verse above, it can
be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term the sea, besides it is
used referentially as it refers to one specific sea. T1 opts for the term
water instead of sea which may be considered as an undertranslation of
the term for its commonness. T2 and T3 convey the term correctly.
Fortunately, the noun is used referentially in all renditions.
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al-bahr in number 11 is rendered as:
T1: 20. Say: If the ocean were ink (wherewith to write out) the words

of my Lord, sooner the ocean be exhausted...
(Al-Kahf: 109)

T2: 20. ..." If the sea were ink for (writing) the Words of my Lord,
surely, the sea would be exhausted...

(Al-Kahf: 109)

T3: 20. Say: 'If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, the sea

would surely be spent before the Words of my Lord are spent...
(Al-Kahf: 109)

Clearly the term al-bahr in the verse above is used twice. The first
one matches the English term the sea and it is used generically, while
the second one it is an equivalent of the English term the sea and is
used referentially as it is previously mentioned in the discourse -
anaphoric the see Frank (1972:120). The noun is rendered correctly by
all except in T1which opts for ocean instead of sea.

(63: 00 " 215 0 oGl 3 K - 12
al-bahr in number 12 is rendered as:

T1: 24. ...through the depths of darkness on land and sea,...

(An-Naml: 63)
T2: 24. ...in the darkness of the land and the sea,...

(An-Naml: 63)
T3: 24. ... in the darkness of the land and sea,...

(An-Naml: 63)

Obviously the term al-bahr in the verse above is an equivalent of the
English term the sea as the opposite of land and it is employed
generically. T1, T2 and T3 render the noun correctly but unfortunately
T1 and T3 resort to the zero article instead of the definite article to
attain generic with a singular noun. Thus, only T2 achieves the correct
rendition.
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al-bahr in number 13 is rendered as:
T1: 30. It is Allah Who has subjected sea to you...

(Al-Jathiyah: 12)
T2: 30. Allah it is He Who has subjected to you the sea...

(Al-Jathiyah: 12)
T3: 30. It is Allah who has subjected to you the sea...

(Al-Jathiyah: 12)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahr in the verse above, it can
be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term the sea. Despite the
fact that the definite article is used, the noun is generic more than
referential. T2 and T3 render the noun correctly but unfortunately T1
resorts to the zero article instead of the definite article to attain generic
with a singular noun.

NG i s ST iz s -14
al-bahr in number 14 is rendered as:
T1: 32. ...the Ships sailing smoothly through the seas...

(Al-Rahman:24)
T2: 32. ...the ships going and coming in the seas...

(Al-Rahman:24)
T3: 32. ... Also, His are the ships that run, raised up like mountains upon

the sea. ...
(Al-Rahman:24)

Definitely, the term al-bahr in the verse above is an equivalent of
the English term the sea as the opposite of land and is used generically.
T1, T2 and T3 render the noun correctly. Unfortunately, T1 and T2 fall
victim of using the definite article before a plural noun.
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al-bahr in number 15-a is rendered as:

T1: 33. Nor are the two bodies of flowing water alike...
(Fatir: 12)
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T2: 33. And the two seas (kinds of water) are not alike...

(Fatir: 12)
T3: 33. He has let forth the two seas...

(Fatir: 12)
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al-bahrain in number 15-b is rendered as:

T1: 37. ...and made a separating bar between the two bodies of flowing
water...
(Al-Naml: 61)
T2:37. ...and has set a barrier between the two seas ...
(Al-Naml: 61)
T3:37. ..., and placed a barrier between the two seas. ..
(Al-Naml: 61)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahraan in the verses above, it
can be seen that it is an equivalent of the English term the two seas.
Despite the fact that the definite article is used, the noun is generic
more than referential as it refers to any two seas. T2 and T3 render the
noun correctly but unfortunately T1 undertranslates the term by using
body of flowing water.
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al-bahrain in number 16 is rendered as:
T1: 34. ... until I reach the junction of the two seas...
(Al-Kahf: 60)
T2: 34. ... until I reach the junction of the two seas...
(Al-Kahf: 60)
T3: 34. ...until I reach the point where the two seas...
(Al-Kahf: 60)

Clearly, the meaning of the term al-bahrain in the verse above is the
English term the two seas and is used referentially as the addressor is
referring to an identified place known to the addressee, (for more
details, see Al-Alusi 1978:296). Therefore, the three renditions are
correct. Luckily, the noun is rendered correctly by all.
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al-bahrain in number 17 is rendered as:
T1: 35. He has let free the two bodies of flowing water...
(Al-Rahman: 19)
T2: 35. He has let free the two bodies of flowing water...
(Al-Rahman: 19)
T3: 35. He has let forth the two seas, they meet together...
(Al-Rahman: 19)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahrain, the dual form of bahr
in Arabic, in the verse above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of
the English term two seas, besides it is used generically as it refers any
two seas. T1 and T2 undertranslate the term, whereas T3 renders it
correctly. Sadly, the three translations fall victim of mistranslating the
noun by utilizing the definite article before a plural (dual in Arabic)
noun instead of the zero article.
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al-bahrain in number 18 is rendered as:
T1: 36. It is He Who let free the two bodies of flowing water...
(Al-Furqan: 53)
T2: 36. And it is He Who let free the two seas (kinds of water) ...
(Al-Furqan: 53)
T3: 36. It was He who let forth the two seas. ..
(Al-Furqan: 53)

Considering meaning of the term al-bahrain, the dual form of bahr
in Arabic, in the verse above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of
the English term two seas, besides it is used generically as it refers any
two seas. T1 undertranslates the term, whereas T2 and T3 render it
correctly. Sadly, the three translations fall victim of mistranslating the
noun by utilizing the definite article before a plural noun instead of the
zero article.
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al-behaar in number 19 is rendered as:

T1: 38. When the oceans boil over with a swell;

(Al-Takweer: 6)
T2: 38. When the seas shall become as blazing Fire;

(Al-Takweer: 6)
T3: 38. When the seas are set boiling;

(Al-Takweer: 6)

Considering meaning of the term al-behaar, the plural form of bahr
in Arabic, in the verse above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of
the English term seas, besides it is used generically as it refers to seas
in general. T1 undertranslates the term, whereas T2 and T3 render it
correctly. Sadly, the three translations fall victim of mistranslating the
noun by utilizing the definite article before a plural noun instead of the
zero article.

G layn " 5 ) 55" -20

al-behaar in number 20 is rendered as:
T1: 39. When the Oceans are suffered to burst forth;

(Al-Infitar: 6)
T2: 39. When the seas are burst forth (got dried up);

(Al-Infitar: 6)
T3: 39. When the oceans are gushed forth,

(Al-Infitar: 6)

Considering meaning of the term al-behaar, the plural form of bahr
in Arabic, in the verse above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of
the English term seas, besides it is used generically as it refers to seas
in general. T1 and T3overtranslatethe term by using the term ocean
instead of sea, whereas T2 renders it correctly. Sadly, the three
translations fall victim of mistranslating the noun by utilizing the
definite article before a plural noun instead of the zero article.
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abhur in number 21 is rendered as:
T1: 40. ... with seven oceans behind it...

(Lugman: 27)
T2: 40. ...With seven seas behind it...

(Lugman: 27)
T3: 40. ...with seven more seas to replenish it (with ink),

(Lugman: 27)

Considering meaning of the term abhur, another plural form of bahr
in Arabic, in the verse above, it can be seen that it is an equivalent of
the English term seas, besides it is used generically as it refers to seas
in general. T1 and T3overtranslatethe term by using the term ocean
instead of sea, whereas T2 renders it correctly. Sadly, the three
translations fall victim of mistranslating the noun by utilizing the
definite article before a plural noun instead of the zero article.

Surveying the renditions above, we can see that:

- T1 has gone for the term "Sea" 23 times with the ratio of 56%.

- T2 has gone for the term "Sea" 39 times with the ratio of 95%.

- T3 has gone for the term "Sea" 40 times with the ratio of 97.6%.

Concerning utilizing the definite article, we observe that:

Looking at the term bahr in the verses above with an eye to its
contextual meaning, it can be observed that the line of meaning doesn't
have any change in the source language which entails a parallel term in
the target language; say sea. Therefore, T1 has gone far from meaning
in dealing with the term. On the contrary, T2 & T3 have made use of
the situation in keeping up with the same rendition.

Observing the timeline of the three translations above: 1964, 1993,
and 2009, a truth comes out to demonstrate that translation is a
progressing science which draws on previous experience to achieve
"optimal" translation when full measures are given. The term bahr has
its own position in the Quranic texts which generate along with its
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rhythmic power a unique meaning in which form and content become
intertwined and subsequently inseparable.

4. Conclusion

This paper has revealed a significant point to be considered in the
translating process in general and when we translate long literary works
through which terms are likely to appear over and over again. It showed
that deviation from meaning i.e., using more than one rendition for the
same term has narrowed down by the time as a result of translation
progression on both theory and practice. In other words, deviation is
likely to be a human related concern rather than a context-related one.
Undoubtedly, translators are supposed to maintain the original message
of the text even if they feel that a repeated term may exert some
redundancy in the target language unlike authors who are "free" in term
shifting as translators are not text initiators.

This paper provides even further evidence of the significance of
translation consistency. In our case, in the presence of too many
translations of the HQ, we feel a real need for more efforts to upgrade
translation.
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Transliteration of Arabic Words and Names
The following table shows the system which has been followed in

transliterating the letters of the Arabic alphabet:

i Alif=a b Taa' =t
(long vowel) = aa

o Baa'=b 5 Zaa'=dh

- Taa'=t ¢ Ayn=aq

) Thaa' = th ¢ Ghayn =00

c Jiim = o Faa'=f

c Haa'=h s Qaaf=q

e Khaa' = kh s Kaaf=k

R Daal=d J Laam=1

R Dhaal =th . Miim =m

R Raa'=r 3 Nuun =n

3 Zaay =1z N Haa'=h

™ Siin=s B Waaw = (w consonant) = uu (long vowel)
o Shiin = sh < Yaa' =y (consonant) = ii (long vowel)
e Saad =s . Hamzah = '(apostrophe)
b Dhad = dh

Short vowels:

--- (fathah) = a

"---(dammah) = o

--- (kasrah) = ¢
* %k %k
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