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A Study of the oldest written text in Arabic
‘Ijl ibn Haf’am’s Text

Abstract:

The present research deals with an ancient text known
as ‘Ijl bin Haf’am’s Text, it was written on a tombstone over
two thousand years ago, at Qariat Al-Fau southwest of Riyadh
at Saudi Arabia, using Musnad in a close proximity to the
standard Arabic. The text represents an essential stage in the
development of the early classical Arabic. As Al is used for
definition, Arabic words came to convey a clearer concept
although they didn’t always have the same semantics found
in our linguistic heritage. The research presented views regard-
ing the meanings of the words and the way it is read, contrary
to previous readings of its vocabulary by scholars since the
time it was found. This research tries to offer a new reading
to many parts of the text that will be a complementary to the
previous readings.

key words: 1J1 bin Hf'am, Igl bin Haf'am, Oldest Arabic

text
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1 ‘gl/bn/hf ‘m/bn/Uhh/rbbl/bn/h
2 f*m/qbr /wlhw fwlwldhw /1om

3 r'th/wwldhw /wwld /widhm

& wnsiyhm /hryr /dw’l/ghon /f

5 "‘dh/bkhl wlh/w'tr

6 's?rq/mn/‘zzm fwwnym fw

T strymfwmrthnm /"bdm

8 bn/wks‘m/ dky /tm¢

9 r/’s'my/dm/wl'r

10 d/s*r

The rendering I propose (differing in some particulars from that of al-Ansary)

is:
‘‘Igl bin Haf‘am constructed for his brother Rabibil bin Haf‘am the
tomb : both for himself and for his child and his wife, and his children and
their children’s children and womenfolk, free members of the folk Ghalwan.
And he has placed it under the protection of Kahil and Lah and ‘Aththar
al-Shariq from anyone strong or weak, and anyone who would attempt to
sell or put (it) in pledge, for all time without any derogation, so long as the
sky produces rain or the earth herbage ’.
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