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Towards Horizons of Reception in Children’s
Literature

A Critical_Study on the Foundations of Jauss’s
Reception Theory

Abstract:

Reception theory was popular in both critical and literary
studies. The children’s literary scene, in particular, aimed to
understand the different dimensions in children’s reception
of literary texts. Thus, it mostly relied heavily on literary
applications targeted towards children.

However, the critical body of works are still in need of
theoretical critical studies that focus on the dimensions of
the aesthetic of reception theory to establish a theoretical
approach in children’s literature. For analyzing children’s
literature, the same process and concepts used in analyzing
adults’ literature are applied, although special consideration
is taken on account of the suitability and relevance to
children’s literature.

Therefore, this study titled with “Towards Horizons of
Reception in Childrens Literature- A critical study in the

Fundamental Principles in Jauss s Reception Theory” The

study was based on Jauss s reception theory (Robert Hans
Jauss) in his interpretation of the aesthetic of reception.




"Ousl i A Ak el 8 daak duhs JUbY) ol 8 sl a8l e

I have made a sincere effort to find common ground
between this theory, and the process of children’s reception
of literary texts; I have tried to achieve this through mapping
the constituting elements of the Horizon of Expectation in
children’s literature, and discuss them within the context of
said literature and its traits, as a standing independent art that
is on equal footing with adults’ literature; I have attempted to
do this by using a descriptive approach that is based induction
of the reception theory terminology.

In closing, I dare not say that I have provided an unprec-
edent study that none before me have. However, I have tried
to present a foundation to children’s literature for theoretical
critical studies in an effort to develop relevant critical researches.

Key words: childrens literature, reception theory, horizon
of expectation, reception theory in children s literature, Jauss.
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