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The Issue»Copying» Aqrab al Mawaarid by
Al shartooni: A Study in Lexis and Lexical Entries

Abstract:

This study discusses the issue of ‘copying’ or ‘plagiarism’
in « Aqrab al Mawaarid» by Al shartooni at the level of sources,
entries, and their arrangement. Indeed, this work questions
and nuances the claim, made by some researchers, that Shar-
tooni’s dictionary is a mere copy of «MuheeT al MuheeT»
by undertaking in-depth comparisons that show the different
original aspects of his work. Some of these are:

1.The conception of his lexicon is different from Al Bostaani's
in vision, goals, and lexical content.

2.The sources that Al Shartooni used have not been included
in " MuheeT al MuheeT", as clearly shown in the Appendix
of this dictionary.

3.There are many aspects of difference in many primary and
secondary entries between the two works; in particular, in the
way this data is ordered.

4.The x symbol used by Al Shartooni to refer to other dictio-
naries refutes the claim of plagiarism. The reason for this is
that Al Bustaani's dictionary does not include most of this
lexical data and was thus referenced to its originators.
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All in all, the work has come to the conclusion that
al Shartooni was indeed influenced by Al Bustaani in
his ordering of lexical entries as well as in his in internal
ordering of the secondary ones, but it must be noted that in
this both authors used the method used by orientalists in the
writing of early Arabic dictionaries.

Key words: Lexicography, Lexical corpus, Lexical entries,

Lexical arrangement.
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