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Female Parents’ Al-Hidaa’ Commandments in the
Arab Heritage up to the Fourth Hijjri Century
A Study in Discourse Analysis

Abstract:

This study addresses a six-commandment female-parents
discourse taken from the Arab Heritage up to the Fourth
Hijjri century by drawing on the approaches of Discourse
Analysis. These are Al-Hidaa’ commandments that female
parents used to offer to their daughters, rather than their
sons, just before their wedding day. The term Al-Hidaa’ is
likely to be morphologically derived from the Arabic word
Al-Hidayata, i.e., guidance.

The paper highlights in detail the production and reception
processes in these commandments, and the discoursal strategies
followed by female parents as to communicate over their
linguistic messages, with the view of assisting their daughters
to have happy marriages. As far as marriage for Ancient
Arabs is concerned, the paper also identifies the social and
cultural patterns that lurk behind the linguistic structures in
such a kind of discourse.

The study makes the conclusion that such a discourse
has its own characterizing features, and that most female
parents’ commandments depend on the direct-message strategy,
represented in releasing a series of orders and warnings
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supported often with justifications, where directing a message
is fused with persuasion, and through various linguistic forms
and effects as to initiate consciousness to the content of the
discourse, e.g., warning, diminutive, vocative, syntactic
parallelism, and through focusing on the recipient’s social
authority, i.e., the tribal affiliation, etc.

Analysis of sign and reference maps relevant to these
commandments reveals that marriage constitutes their point
of departure, as every instruction or directive revolves and
1s linked to it. This reflects the special status that Arab men
enjoyed in their wedlock relationships in their ancient time,
to the extent that a woman is portrayed as just a slave in the
orbit of such a wedlock.

Key words: Al-Hidaa’ Commandments, Discourse Analysis
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