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The origins of Arabic Theory of Argumentation
Between Practice and Theory
Mohamed Yattaoui

Abstract:

Argumentation is one of the most important linguistic and
rhetorical topics that Arabic researchers and students have
been interested at the present age, especially those engaged
in the pragmatics and discursive dimensions of language;
and specifically in two adjacent disciplines: the linguistic
argumentation with Duckro, and the new rhetoric with Perelman
and Tyteca. Indeed, this openness devoted to the neglect of
the rich Arabic heritage of books and letters and scientific ef-
forts which established the theory of Argumentation in their
original Arabic context. This research attempts to provide
scientific and historical evidences on the existence of this
theory in the Arabic and Islamic culture, facilitating the reader
to reach the most accurate views and the deepest visions of
the theory of Argumentation in its pure Arabic identity.

The study is a historical and cognitive approach to the
theory of Arabic Argumentation, read an important num-
ber of linguistic and rhetorical and Islamic works. It tries to
present the cognitive conception of the ancient linguists and
Muslim scholars. It also seeks to reveal the main Argumen-
tation terms, And to demonstrate its origins in practice and
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theory, Then draw its theoretical foundations, and determine
their currents. Therefore, the approach imposes temporal and
spatial restrictions on its framework, because it aims to shed
light on the theory of Argumentation only among Arabs.
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