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The patterns of Narrative Discourse: The Patterned
Revelations of stick theory
in a narrative Sample by Al-Jahidh

By: Dr. Yousef M. Olaymat

ABSTRACT

The main aim of this study is to discuss a narrative sample by

Al-Jahidh in order to reveal the implied cultural patterns in the
structure of the narrative.

In order to achieve this aim, the study will be divided into two

parts:

A-

The theoretical part that will make use of the modern literary
theory in order to highlight the concepts of pattern, narrative,
and discourse. The study will define these concepts by referring
to some critics like: Niklas Luhmann, Arthur Asa Burget,
Michel Foucault, Gerard Genette, Vladimir Propp, Roland
I3arthes, and others.

The practical part that will clarify the tension between the Arab
ego and the Other that belongs to the People and seeks to violate
the holiness of the “stick” and its uniqueness as a reference
point to the historical and cultural implications in the Arab
thought.

As a result, the close reading of this narrative reveals the
following patterns, history revelations or the history of youth,
the aesthetics of using force and the patterned crossing over, the
exhausted body and the authority of the stick, the thresholds of
fear: tension and the magical stick, anticipation of hunger and
the “fire” of life, the violated place and the civilization of the
stick, the cultural identity and the philosophy of stability, The
Cunning Attaghlibi and the traits of the stick.
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