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ABSTRACT

The minaret Occupies a special place in the Islamic spiritual
conscience, from the religious aspect it is an expression of the
sincerity of worship to God, alone with no partner. And from an
engineering standpoint is an example of the beauty of Islamic
architecture. Since its first establishment in the Umayyad period
and to this day, it Knew a great development In the art of
engineering and architecture with evolution of the ages and tastes
of the peoples that entered Islam. As well as the different religious
groups that Islam has known, it has painted all their marks
(imprints) on its architectural structure. As it has several names, it
1s "Manara" the lighthouse, "Sawma’a" the tower, and " Mi’dhana"
the minaret, names rooted in depths of the Islamic culture. It is no
wonder that this religious symbol has become constitutes a bulwark
with its own spiritual, cultural and social dimensions, in which fact
and fiction are mixed. The Minaret has taken several shapes which
inspired artists and creators, who varied their works in terms of
type and quality. The minaret took hold of the imagination of
novelists, in many creative works. As the novel (boarding the
minaret) of Ahmad harb, the novel (the cyclone and the minaret) of
Imad Eddin Khalil, and the novel of the Sudanese writer Leila
Aboulela tagged (Regent's Park Minaret) which is in English,
translated into Arabic.

Perhaps Gamal Ghitani is one of the most prominent Arabs
novelists of which the minaret occupied a high position in their
novels. Due to his possession of a large intellectual and creative
energy, and the awareness of the philosophy of Islamic Heritage,
making it turn in some of his novels, to a world charged with
symbols, and hoarded of facts and hidden historical secrets. Among
the important literary works which he excelled where two novels
(Zini Barakat and Kitab Atajaliat) where he showed in both a great
poetry, and ultra-ability to tame narrative expression methods, also
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he showed a considerable attention in the Islamic religious space,
through the minaret's space, where it came in new scene unfamiliar
in the Arabic fiction texts, a fact which make it turned in its works
to an icon with multiple connotations and meanings. And is
characterized by an unusual presence. He moved It from the
geographic domain of the finite dimensions to an imaginary and
roomy absolute space, faded away in it the historic monuments and
the borders, which strengthened the poetic function for its
symbolism, and tighten its suzerainty, then it overlooks on all
around. Although it did not give birth with the mosque, but it may
become in the age of globalization, one of the symbols of cultural
conflict. And here came this study, which we are trying to stand on
how Al-Gheitani treated with minaret's space narratively.
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13 - Paul Ricceur: Le conflit des interprétations, Essais d'herméneutique,
Edition Seuil, 1969. p. 284.
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42 - René Guenon; Le regne de la quantité et les signes des temps,
Editions Gallimard, 1970. P 59.
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61- Jean Paul Sartre: L'imaginaire; Ed. Gallimard, 1940, P. 19.
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- Paul Ricceur: Le conflit des interprétations, Essais d'herméneutique,
Edition Seuil, 1969
- René Guénon; Le régne de la quantité et les signes des temps, Editions
Gallimard, 1970. ¥
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