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Abstract in English Language
Argumentative Discourse in the Poetry of Bashar Ibn Burd:
A Study in the Transformations of Cultural Identity
Dr. Haitham Sarhan

Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty
of Arts and Sciences, Qatar University

This study examines the transformations of cultural identity in
the poetry of Bashar Ibn Burd through an analysis of a poem where
the poet’s identity emerges as both distinct and different. It
captures the poet as he struggles in a world of identity questions
and dilemmas, culminating in an existentialist crisis that results
from an anxiety of belonging. While ethnically Persian, Ibn Burd
embraced the Arabs’ culture, language, and religion. Within these
two rival and competing identities, the poet experienced an
incessant state of challenge, alienation, and self-exile.

As the study will show, Ibn Burd’s identity in the poem
appears as a series of altering signs, which refuse to identify with,
or to conform to, the dominant culture. Throughout the poem, Ibn
Burd’s unwavering and unambiguous stance toward his “cultural”
identity is constantly underscored. This demystification of Ibn
Burd’s feelings toward Arabic identity, however, drives him to
resort to rhetorical and argumentative discourse through which to
argue, contend, and attack Arabic culture. The fierce argumentative
style of the poem, | argue, resonates with the unsettling sense of
alienation Ibn Burd was experiencing, along with his invariable
yearning toward rebellion and liberation.
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(1) See: A. Pablo lannone, Dictionary of World Philosophy. Routledge,
London& New York, 2001, P: 254.
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