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Abstract:

This epistle was written by Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Khafaji, one of the leading scholars in Arabic in 11" century AH/
17" century CE. It addresses the so-called hurif al-dhalagah (letters of fluency), conventionally memorized in saying: mar bunfal. Due
to my knowledge, the epistle significance lies in the fact that it includes lost passages, and it examines an important linguistic question in
an independent chapter. The attribution of the manuscript to al-Khafaji is established, as confirmed by the note on the Taymuriyyah copy:
“This is a discussion concerning the letters of fluency by the learned Imam Shihab al-Din Effendi may Allah have mercy upon him”. The
researcher evaluates three copies of this manuscript: (1) in the Rashid Efendi Library in Turkey (no. 610); (2) in the Taymiriyyah
Collection in Egypt within the majami ‘ (miscellanies) (no. 331); and (3) in the Murad Mulla Library in Turkey (no. 1836). The researcher
adopted the standard method of critical edition in terms of transcribing the manuscript based on orthographic conventions, collating the
copies, the citation, glossing obscure vocabulary, discussing relevant issues, in addition to examining variant readings among the
manuscript' copies. The epistle examines linguists’ views on the relationship between the hurif al-dhalagah and quadrilateral and
quinqueliteral root-words. It was said that that such forms must contain one or more of these letters; others suggest that no genuinely
quadrilaterals or quinqueliteral word is devoid of them except ‘usjiid (gold), arguing that, for the Arabs, sin letter (S) can function in the
place of the huriif al-dhalagah due to its lightness and softness. Certain grammarians confirmed forms lacking these letters to be either
Arabized loanwords or rare usages. Scholars also disagreed over the number of the huriif al-dhalagah; some suggested three, others six,
and others nine, while providing explanations for the disagreement and proposing ways of reconciling the views. Al-Khafaji concludes
that a quadrilateral form without any of the huriif al-dhaldqah, and that those who deny this have adopted based on what is most frequent.

Keywords: Shihab al-Din, Al-Khafaji, Realization, Al-Zallaqa letters, Al-Mutlaqa letters.
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