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Abstract:

This research attempts to analyze the rhythm deviation in Jean Cohen's theory of deviation. It strives to com-pare it with
the laws of rhythm deviation as revealed in the work of Nazik Al-Malaika in her book Issues of Contemporary Poetry and
endeavors to find the lines of convergence and divergence between the two works. This approach derives its legitimacy
from two aspects: the first from the works of Jean Cohen and Nazik Al-Malaika. Cohen did not limit the deviation to the
semantic level only but rather extended it to the phonetic level and provided an in depth analysis. Al-Malaika presented a
complete and accurate vision of what she described as the laws of free verse. It is - in addition to her be a pioneer in the
field of these critical studies - she provided clear and precise laws for her vision of free verse, which is largely consistent
with what Jean Cohen put forward in his theory, especially what is related to the deviation of rthythm. The second aspect is
the deviation that occurred in Arabic poetry, mainly free verse, in which rhythm changed significantly from what it was in
the previous eras. This opened new rhythmic horizons for poets and resulted in theoretical achievements, the fruits of which
can be seen in the accomplishments of Nazik al-Malaika herself. Accordingly, this research analyzes and compares these
two achievements related to the most prominent aspects in them about rhythmic deviation. It seeks to diagnose parallels
between them without underestimating any one of them and without providing any ambiguous concepts.
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