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The role of community participation in education at Imam Abdul
Rahman Bin Faisal University from the faculty members' viewpoints

Abstract:

The current research aimed at investigating the role of the community participation
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from the viewpoints of the university staff members. The
current research adopted the descriptive analytic method due to its suitability for the
research nature. A questionnaire was developed by the current research for collecting and
analyzing data in order to identify the main dimensions of the community participation that
can be adopted in developing the educational system. The questionnaire validity and
reliability were assured, and it was administered to (57) university staff members in Imam
Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University. The results of the statistical analysis showed that there
are three main dimensions of the community participation, namely, community
participation and education funding, community participation and developing the
educational product, community participation and achieving the sustainable development of
the teachers besides many other sub-dimensions. The results revealed that most of the
faculty members emphasized the need to establish standards for social responsibility in
education regarding the role of the private sector. The faculty members also emphasized the
essential role of the State in providing many incentives and privileges for the private sector
institutions to participate effectively in providing different services to the educational
institutions. The teaching staff also stressed the importance and role of providing cash
donations to various educational institutions, and that one of the most important roles of
community participation in relation to the promotion of educational output is the need for
community institutions to contribute to the process of promoting students’ abilities and
skills and providing them with all the means necessary to be effective individuals for
themselves and their community. This can be achieved by setting financial allocations for
this aspect of the student structure, and the roles that may be achieved through community
participation in helping teachers to achieve the best ways to develop the educational process
and provide realistic and effective solutions to the problems faced by the workers in their
daily lives in relation to the educational process. Furthermore, the results attained were
utilized in developing some suggestions for activating community participation in
education.

Keywords: community, community participation, education, educational process
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