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The development of Saudi Arabia’s universities in the light of the
National Vision 2030 and the concept of the innovative university: A
proposed vision

Amani K. Hamdan Alghamdi
Abstract

The present study aims to develop a proposed vision of Saudi universities that cater
for innovation and is compatible with the National Vision of 2030. The concept of an
innovative university is very important because it provides an objective for development
that is both national and global in scope. The present study follows a descriptive approach
to explaining the features and implications of the National Vision 2030 insofar as it pertains
to Saudi Arabia’s universities. This explanation includes the objectives of, and justifications
for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s vision for 2030, the general framework of, and practical
starting points for renewing the identity of the Kingdom’s universities. The current study
also defines the general features of the innovative university and outlines the requirements
for global experience and financial-governance expertise. The proposed framework for the
development of Saudi Arabia’s universities includes the vision, scope, objectives,
development strategies, operational plan as well as an assessment of potential difficulties in
the implementation process, followed by various approaches to overcoming those
difficulties. The study concludes with a set of procedural recommendations.

Keywords: Innovation, Finance Governance, Human Resources, Technology,
Scientific Publishing, Competitiveness
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