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The Effectiveness of a Program Based on Mind Maps to Improve the
Reading Comprehension and Attitudes towards Reading with Students
with Reading Difficulties
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Abstract

The Effectiveness of a Program Based on Mind Maps to Improve the Reading
Comprehension and Attitudes towards Reading with Students with Reading
Difficulties

Reading learning is one of the major challenges learners face during the process of
learning especially with reading difficulties. Reading in general, and for students with
reading difficulties in particular can be an obstacle for some students. The aim of this study
is to investigate the effectiveness of a training program based on some mind maps strategy
to help learners with reading difficulties to improve their reading comprehension and their
attitudes towards reading comprehension. And also to know the differences between the
experimental group and the control group before and after the treatment. The participants
are 30 pupils of age 11-12 years (M=11.7, SD= 0.879) are primary six grade students, who
were chosen from a large sample and classified into experimental group with 15 pupils of
age 11-12 years (M=11.933 years, SD=1.099 ) and control group with 15 pupils( their age
ranging 11-12 years, M=11.468, SD=0.516) on the basis of a reading comprehension
pretest. The researcher hypothesized that mind mapping has a significant positive impact on
both the students' reading comprehension and their attitudes toward reading. Pupils
attitudes towards reading were measured by McKenna & Kear, (1990) survey. Reading test
and the mind maps program were prepared by the researcher. Drawing A Man test (Abu
Hatab and Et al;, 1979). Results of the study showed that there were statistically significant
differences between the experimental and control groups in the reading comprehension
scores and the attitudes towards reading in favor of the experimental group in the post-
application. There are also statistically significant differences between the pre- test and the
post-test of the experimental group in the reading comprehension and the attitudes toward
reading in favor of the post-test.

Keywords: mind mapping strategy, reading comprehension difficulty, pupils’ attitudes.
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