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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate and understand teacher leadership within programs and institutes for female students with
intellectual disabilities, from the perspectives of special education teachers and ad-ministrative staff. The study employed a
phenomenological research design; data were collected through conducting semi-structured interviews with 15 participants.
Findings revealed a limited under-standing of teacher leadership, often perceived as tied solely to formal administrative
roles. Participants also reported the marginalization and isolation of intellectual disability teachers, who frequently per-
formed roles outside the classroom. Furthermore, the study identified various psychological, social, financial, and
administrative challenges that hinder effective teacher leadership. Key recommendations for enhancing teacher leadership
included fostering a positive school culture around intellectual disability, promoting staff collaboration, empowering special
education teachers, and providing field-based leadership programs for development.
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