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Abstract:._

Abstract: This paper deals with the urban development of Makkah Al-Mukarramah
as a modern city. It explores the factors that determine the city planning, the factors
which are radically different from those of any other city in Saudi Arabia or abroad.
With its population reaching over one million and its rapid expansion both horizontally
and vertically, it makes it necessary to study the planning of this city. This paper is based
on the premise that urban planning in Makkah is at a crossroads. This research assumes
that there is a need for more careful re-planning with a new and unconventional vision.
This re-planning must stand away from the traditional planning, and that the re-planning
must be in line with the Holy City rapid expansion and its special religious significance
at the country scale and at the international level. This re-planning is needed to tackle
the current problems as well as those anticipated in the near future. The re-planning
1s also expected to consider the current transitional stage of the Holy City to become
a global city and gain an outstanding status. The methodology used in this research
follows a comparative and analytical approach in order to reach conclusions. This is
accomplished by comparing the city’s urban and architectural planning to that of other
major rapidly developing cities in Saudi Arabia and in other countries. Makkah as holy
city with its specific function, characteristics, culture, architecture and capabilities as a
religious city justifies its continuous development which is going to last for as long as
Allah’s wills. These characteristics distinguish it from other global cities that are built on
modern economics and international considerations that are susceptible to change. The
comparison considers religious, legal and urban planning indicators. These mainly cov-
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er planning, and Makkah’s unique status with the Grand Mosque at its heart. Over the
years, the Holy City of Makkah has witnessed numerous expansion projects along with
restrictions due to religious boundaries and the limited space of the sacred city. These
restrictions make it a jewel whose growth, development and planning are different from
those of any other city in the world. Its urban planning should also be different in the
near future or at a particular point in its development. In this paper the author suggests
that it is time for a change now. The study has come to conclusion that there is a need
for a new legislations and specifications for urban design and planning of the city. These
legislations and specifications for the design and planning must be both general and de-
tailed. This is necessary for the Holy City of Makkah with its particular religious, urban,
planning and architectural characteristics. This is mainly based on its urban planning to
tackle its expected problems and upgrade its urban planning to fulfil future environmen-
tal, functional and circumstantial requirements.

Keywords: City of Makkah, global cities, urban planning standards, re-planning.
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and industrial books, Beijing, China 2002, p7
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