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Abstract:.

The reuse of heritage buildings is a successful means of preserving them. It provides an
economic base to ensure its survival and maintenance in the context of preserving its histori-
cal and artistic value. Saudi Arabia has many heritage sites, which have become the target of
development projects and conservation by the official authorities through the implementation
plans adopted by the municipalities. The people of the heritage areas have a special nature re-
lated to the history of the place and its heritage and social values, which aspire to development
opportunities that may converge or contradict official development plans. The study aimed to
study the opportunities of buildings reused in Al-Ahsa and Tarot and compare the hopes and
aspirations of the population with the proposed development plans by the official authorities for
similar areas in terms of heritage value. The research includes two main parts. The first presents
the theoretical study through the descriptive approach, where the economic significance, invest-
ment mechanisms, and reuse opportunities in the heritage areas are identified. The second part
represents the applied study through the comparative analytical approach which was carried
out in two phases. The first is the analysis of three case studies in Riyadh, Jeddah and Al-Ahsa
to conclude development plans in these areas by the official authorities (Reality). In the second
phase, a questionnaire was implemented in Al-Ahsa and Tarot areas to determine the aspirations

of the local population to develop these areas (Hope). The study found an acceptable consensus

) Umm Al-Qura University Journal for E & A, Vol.10 Issue No.l, Muharram 1440, September 2019



e riagead) el ASLaal) b daaal) Ghldl b Cala gl (b 10y 305 (gsliiadl dsmsal de dene

between the proposals of the official bodies and the aspirations of the population to reuse op-
portunities of buildings in the two studied regions. It also recommended the need to work with
more coordination between the official authorities and the local people in order to increase the
compatibility between them and exploit the reuse opportunities in the heritage areas to achieve

integrated community development within the Kingdom’s sustainable development plans.

Keywords: Building reuse opportunities, Traditional areas, Dir’iya, Hofuf, Tarot, Al-Ahsa.
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