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Abstract

The archaeological and cultural sites of a country are considered to be main
attraction spots of the cultural tourism that meet spiritual and cultural needs in
human beings, that support the mutual understanding between people, and
stimulate more interest in the urban built heritage, (seen as a source of pride)
which represents both a spiritual side such as values, ethics, traditions, arts and
science on one hand, and a physical side including architecture, arts and
handcrafts, on the other hand.

According to the World Charter for the cultural tourism, cultural tourism is
“that form of tourism that aims to explore the historical sites and to affect them
positively by maintaining and preserving them for tourism purposes
represented by having personal enjoyment and searching for the past remains”.

Irag is not only rich with its mineral resources, but also with its various
touristic resources, Iraq’s cultural heritage is considered to be of the biggest
motives of both domestic and foreign tourism. This highlights the urgent need
to plan for maintaining its cultural properties in general, and its urban built
heritage in specific, in order to preserve them and to redisplay them for tourists
again in a way that upgrades its historical and cultural significance.

The research focuses on the Iragi decision makers' lack of vision about the
multi-dimensional role that the cultural tourism plays in the archaeological
sites. This resulted in the neglect of those sites and the lack of planning to
protect them from destruction which hinders the tourism movement in Irag.
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The research aims to clarify the importance of the cultural tourism in the
rehabilitation of the architectural heritage sites in Irag, and at diagnosing the
major challenges they’re focusing in the meanwhile. The research then offers
some recommendations that can be accessible to the concerned authorities and
urban built planners to provide the required plans compatible with the reality
and potentials of Iraq.

The research recommends the need to establish a higher national council for
monuments in Iraq, the first task of which is to get thousands of historical
pieces back from all around the world. It also suggests developing efficient
plans to complete the archaeological maintenance process; providing touristic
and cultural services, roads network and public transport; in addition to
cooperating with international organizations in this field.

Keywords: Cultural tourism, Urban heritage, Sustainability, Preservation.
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