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Within the University Social Responsibility Framework: A proposed Strategy to Develop the

Educational Philosophy

(Architecture Department Initiative at Ebla Private University)
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Keywords

Based on the universities social responsibility USR and their role in bridging the gap with the community,
Architecture Dept. at Ebla University in Aleppo-Syria adopted a socio-educational philosoph-y that
proceeds from contributing to Aleppo reconstruction as a result of the massive destruction suffered, as
the department began to implement a strategy that includes Activities and initiatives on various axes of
the educational process (study plan, theoretical and practical courses, field studies, faculty, quality
assurance ...). For example, the Architecture Dept. formed three working groups to present proposals for
reconstruction of (Al-Jabri Square). Each group consists of (Specialist supervisor - graduate students and
new students - a local community representative), and each group choose an architectural style
(Traditional, Modern, Contemporary), within clear limits (framework, previous experiences,
participation ....), and then conducting an analytical study (descriptive, evaluative, questionnaire) and a
comparison of the proposed projects. As a result, the architectural comparisons (descriptive and
evaluative) showed a weighting of the contemporary project with a good percentage, while the
questionnaire results by the local community showed the advanced age groups in preference to the
traditional project, which reflects their desire to preserve the historical and traditional heritage of their
city, while the young age groups showed results contradicting their preference for the modern project,
and this shows a young vision for all new and modern desire to see their city modern and developed,
these results were translated to recommendations on several levels, firstly for all university education
institutions, emphasizing the importance of developing the philosophy of university education through
(curricula, strategies, and initiatives) and applying social responsibility in all axes of the educational
system, and secondly to those concerned body with reconstruction by benefiting from the experiences of
universities and their initiatives and exchanging Experiences in future reconstruction strategies, and
thirdly for the local community through continuous partnerships with higher education institutions and
organizing them within groups to coordinate the future initiatives. (330).

Responsibility,  Fducation,
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