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Keywords

Research in the field of environmental psychology indicates that the home environment is essential for
children's mental health and development during the different age stages. In this context, SOS Children's
Villages International Organization adopts an innovative approach in taking care of orphan children
providing them with a home-like environment through which they can feel like living among their
families. The research aims to define the design procedures and features that create the home meaning
in children's perceptions in the orphanage environment. The researcher used the children Village (SOS)
in the city of Rafah in Gaza Strip as a case study. The researcher used a field survey questionnaire to
assess how the design of SOS dwellings meets children's psychological needs. Findings revealed that
there is moderate evidence of the children's satisfaction with their housing environment, yet there is a

need to promote variety and aesthetics as design features in their indoor environment.
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