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Research Authorship



Authorship provides credit for an individual’s contributions to a study and carries

accountability.

Authorship



Importance of Authorship

It is the Key source for the progression of knowledge.

Publication is the “currency” of science for scientists recognition, tenure, promotion, grants, 
etc.



What’s the issue?

Complicated 
research design

Large 
Multidisciplinary 

team

Give an 
Undeserving 
individual an 

authorship status 
or not give a 

deserving 
individual 



It is recommended to keep written records of the authorship agreement (approved by all

investigators) obtained early in the Research. The research team should revise it during the

study period.

Authorship Planning

Name of co- investigators (no limit to number of co-investigators) 
Co-Investigators Title/Position Affiliation / 

Department 

Study role Signature 

Dr Mahmod  Kareem  consultant KAMC Protocol Development and 

Perform Informed Consent 

 

Dr Adnan Ali consultant KAMC Protocol Development 
 

Dr Yaser Saad consultant KAMC Record Review and Data 

Collection 

 

Dr Mona Ahmad consultant KAMC Decide on Subject Eligibility 
 

Roles in research: 
1.   Protocol Development                               6.   CRF Entries / Corrections 

2.   Record Review and Data Collection        7.   Lab Report Review 

3.   Data Analysis (one person only)              8.   Lab Specimen Processing 

4.   Perform Informed Consent Process        9.   ECG Review 

5.   Decide on Subject Eligibility                     10. Study-Specific Physical Exams and Medical History 

11. Other (please specify) 

 
 

 



Agreement with Sponsor Company



Agreement with Sponsor Company, con



Who Is an Author?

An author should make substantial contributions to the intellectual content of the paper.

Define problem

Propose hypotheses

Interpret results

Summarize background literature

Design experiment

Assist in technical or logistical aspects

Apply for grant/ obtain funding

Draft and edit manuscript

Manage or Analyze data

Collect and record data

Develop methodology



To help determine a uniform requirement for authorship, the International Committee of

Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) decided to publish a guideline for Manuscripts

Submitted to Biomedical Journals.

Who Is an Author?, con



The ICMJE recommends that authorship be based on the following 4 criteria:

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, 
analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND

2. Drafting the Final approval of the version to be published; AND

3. work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND

4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related 
to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and 
resolved.

Who Is an Author?, con

Note:

1. an author should be able to identify which co-authors are responsible 
for specific other parts of the work.

2. authors should have confidence in the integrity of the contributions of 
their co-authors.



Agreement with Sponsor Company, con



Non-Author Contributions

Contributors who meet fewer than all 4 of the above criteria for authorship should not be 
listed as authors, but they should be acknowledged.

Activities that alone (without other contributions) do not qualify a person for authorship are:

Who Is an Author?, con

Acquisition of funding

General supervision of a research group

General administrative support

writing assistance

Technical editing

Language editing

proofreading



The difference between an author and an acknowledged individual is usually blurred, especially 
with large groups of investigators.

To solve this issue, Many journals now require each author's contribution to the study to be 
stated, which usually appears in a footnote in the published article.

Author Vs. Acknowledged

Who Is an Author?, con





The order of listing authors is sometimes considered a major argument and can cause bitterness.

Order of listing authors names   

There are two forms of listing the author's names:

1. Authors are listed in the order of the relative importance of their contributions, with the first 
author being the paper's primary author. An exception is the last author, often the head of 
the department or supervisor. 

2. List authors' names alphabetically, while this may seem straightforward, it has 
disadvantages:

• Readers get almost no information on who contributed the most.

• Suppose the primary author's name begins with a letter late in the alphabet. In 
that case, it's likely to be overlooked or hidden in the "et al." list.



Unethical 
authorship 
practices 

• Naming the head of the department where the study is 
carried out as an author of a paper when they have made no 
significant contribution to the study. 

Honorary/gift authorship

• Naming a particular person (senior or well-known 
researcher) an author in the hope that it will boost the 
chances of a paper being published, although their role in 
the research may be insignificant.

Guest authorship

• Omitting the name of a significant author from the byline 
and the acknowledgments section. Such individuals may 
include those perceived as having conflicts of interest, 
medical writers, etc.

Ghost authorship



Practice: what went right what went wrong? 

Article Reference: Naif, s., Ali, A., Mustafa, A., Saad, M, & Hasan, M. (2022). Understanding 
abnormal behavior (11th ed.). Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning.

Co-investigators Title/Position Study Role Notes 

Dr. Salem Naif Consultant Record Review And Data Collection Author 

Dr. Amar Ali Specialist Protocol Development, Decide On 

Subject Eligibility

Author 

Dr. Amin Mustafa Consultant Supervising/ Well Known Researcher
Guest authorship

Dr. Mohab Saad Consultant Perform Informed Consent, CRF 

Entries

Author

Dr. Sara Ahmad Specialist Medical Writing , Data Analysis Ghost authorship

Dr. Mohammad Hasan Consultant Supervising/ Department Director
Honorary authorship
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