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Specimen Deposition and Loan Policy
Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium (UQUH)
1. Specimen Deposition

The Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium (UQUH) welcomes the deposition of voucher specimens
and scientific collections that contribute to the documentation and study of plant diversity,
particularly from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Peninsula.

Researchers or institutions wishing to deposit plant specimens must contact the herbarium in
advance via: herbarium(@uqu.edu.sa before sending or delivering any specimens.

A Microsoft Excel spreadsheet containing specimen metadata must be submitted for review and
approval prior to the acceptance of any material. Upon approval, the depositor will be provided
with shipping instructions and the appropriate delivery address.

At a minimum, the spreadsheet should include the following information for each specimen:

e Scientific Name

e Family Name

o Collector

e Date of Collection

e Locality

e Geographic Coordinates
Specimens must be properly pressed, dried, curated, and accompanied by a clear and legible label.
The herbarium reserves the right to accept or decline specimens based on their condition and
relevance to the development of the herbarium collections.

UQUH particularly encourages the deposition of:

e Voucher specimens associated with published research.

e Specimens used in molecular and genomic studies.

e Rare, endemic, or threatened species.

e Specimens collected during biodiversity surveys, environmental assessments, and

conservation projects.

All accepted specimens will be incorporated into the scientific collections of the Umm Al-Qura
University Herbarium (UQUH), while maintaining records of collectors and depositing institutions
within the herbarium database.
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2. Specimen Loan Policy

The Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium (UQUH) provides specimen loans to recognized
herbaria, museums, research institutions, and qualified researchers for scientific research purposes.
Loan requests should be submitted to:

Email: herbarium@uqu.edu.sa

Requests should include the names of the researchers, their affiliated institution, the purpose of the

loan, and, whenever possible, a list of the requested specimens.

Loan Conditions

1. Loan requests must be submitted officially by the curator or responsible scientific officer
of the requesting institution.

2. All loan requests are subject to approval by the herbarium and depend on specimen
availability and preservation status.

3. Duplicate specimens will be loaned when available. The herbarium reserves the right not
to loan unique, rare, fragile, or scientifically significant specimens.

4. Type specimens are not normally loaned; however, high-resolution digital images and
specimen data may be provided upon request.

5. All loaned specimens remain the property of the Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium
(UQUH) and may not be transferred or loaned to a third party without prior written
permission.

6. Borrowers are responsible for the proper care and security of all loaned specimens and
must return them in the same condition in which they were received.

7. Destructive sampling, including DNA extraction, anatomical studies, or the removal of
any specimen material, is prohibited without prior written approval from the herbarium.

8. Loaned specimens must be returned within the agreed loan period unless an extension has
been granted.

9. Publications, theses, dissertations, and other scientific outputs resulting from the study of
loaned specimens must acknowledge the Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium (UQUH).
A copy of the resulting publication is appreciated whenever available.

Contact Information

Umm Al-Qura University Herbarium (UQUH)
Department of Biology

Faculty of Science

Umm Al-Qura University

MDAA3581 Al Mashair

Makkah 24381

Saudi Arabia

Telephone: +966 12 527 0000 Ext. 3219
Email: herbarium@uqu.edu.sa
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