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Abstract

This study deals with five questions about negation via /la/ "no" when preceded
by the question formation prefix.
The firstissue is related to expressing wishes. Concerning this use. Sibawayhi says

that the negative morpheme /la/ “no”. preceded by the question formation prefix
/?a+/ “is it?” expresses a wish. that what comes after /?a+la/ “isn’t it true that?”
carries the accusative case due to an implicit verb meaning “I wish”. and that the
particle /la/ “no” has no object. His opinion was controversial. Some scholars. like
Ibn Wallad. Al Jormi and Ibn Asfour thought his account was correct. The author

of AlMoghni quoted him.

AlMazini disagreed with him and gave a counter example /la rajola afdalo minka/
“no man is better than you” where we have the nominative case. AIMobarrad
agreed with AlMazini and many Arab scholars took the same position. Ibn Malik
for instance said that /la/ “no” preceded by question forming /?a/ “is it?” keeps
the same function before /?a/ is affixed. The noun object of /la/ has three different
forms. accusative. nominative or agentive. Most scholars that came after AlMazini

took his position. In this study I adopt AlMazini’s opinion because it accounts for
the linguistic data.

The second topic dealt with presentation and incitement. By presentation is meant
a speech in which there is ease. and by incitement is meant speech to incite and

urge. The study sums up the main arguments mentioned by the scholars
concerning this issue.

The third section investigates the negative particle /la/ combined with question
formation morpheme /?a/. The Chaloobiin’s account was countered because in the
Arabic language we do not question about negation.

The fourth issue in this study deals with the meaning of warning via the expression
/alla/ that can precede either a nominal or a verbal sentence; and has no function
in the sentence in which it is inserted.

The fifth issue is the use of /alla/ “isn’t it” used for reprimand and denial as in the
example of the poet “ no stabbing and no raiding knights”. I conclude the paper
with the main results and findings.
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