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The Cultural Front UMM AL-QURA UNIVERSITY
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The Cultural Front Of UQU (First phase)
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The Cultural Front Of Umm Al-Qura University:

An exceptional journey including an interactive cultural experience that carries the story of Umm Al-Qura University,
the core of higher education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and sheds light on part of its cultural and civilizational heritage
through its archaeological holdings of manuscripts, money, jewelry and artifacts. Moreover, The most prominent popular
markets and handicrafts for which the Mecca region is famous of and through wildlife and the desert environment in all its
details. It is a journey that combines architectural and visual style and stimulates understanding, reflection, national belonging

and enhancing intellectual and cultural awareness.




Objectives of the Cultural Facade:

Showcasing national identity by highlighting
the architectural, historical, and cultural

heritage of Makkah.

Supporting tourism by creating an enriching
and attractive destination that positions Umm
Al-Qura University in Makkah as both a local

and global cultural hub.

Fostering knowledge investment by organizing
exhibitions, workshops, and intellectual
forums that enrich knowledge and build

cultural bridges.

Contributing to the goals of Umm Al-Qura
University in alignment with Saudi Vision
2030 by positioning culture as a key driver of

quality of life and sustainable development.

Strengthening national belonging by
connecting visitors and the community to the
values and civilizational significance of

Makkah.

Providing a platform for cultural creativity
that brings together students, researchers,
and artisans to present and stimulate their
work and innovations through an educational
and innovative hub at Umm Al-Qura

University.

Promoting cultural and intellectual
engagement through events, field visits,
seminars, interactive programs, and

competitions.

Linking the authenticity of the past with the
achievements of the present through a
cultural and heritage-inspired design that
reflects the Makkah identity with modern

techniques.
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The Importance of the Cultural Facade:

Highlighting the civilizational and human
depth of Umm Al-Qura University in Makkah,
as the nucleus of higher education in the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Encouraging community interaction and
partnerships by opening the door for creative,
innovative, artistic, and intellectual
contributions from individuals and

institutions.

Preserving the assets and heritage of the
University, which reflect its national identity
and societal role as the foundation of higher

education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Strengthening the visual identity of Umm Al-
Qura University by connecting it with the
identity of Makkah, preserving its
architectural and heritage character, and
passing it on to future generations through a
visual and informational experience that

enriches visitors.

Enriching the cultural experience of visitors,
pilgrims, and Umrah performers by
presenting content that reflects the rich
history of Makkah and the legacy of Umm Al-

Qura University.

Enhancing the global status of Makkah, not
only as a religious destination but also as a

civilizational and cultural hub.
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Interface design:

The Cultural Front Of Umm Al-Qura University was
designed internally and externally based on the interactive
combination of the authentic Meccan architectural
character and the modern touch that reflects the visual
identity of Umm Al-Qura University. With reliance on colors
that reflect the geographical nature of Makkah in a way that
balances elegance and simplicity and relies on the
distribution of spaces and display units in a way that
achieves smooth movement for visitors. The design features
appear in the use of geometric units and arcades on stone
backgrounds, ceilings and carved entrances.
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The Visual Identity of the Cultural Facade
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Materials and elements used in the cultural front:

A color palette consistent with Umm Al-Qura University's visual
identity was used for the design of the University’s Cultural Fagade. A range of

components was employed as follows:
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Copper metal:

Used in door handles and
partitions in the exhibits, it
symbolizes the metals used in
Mecca in previous eras.
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Antique natural wood:

Used in mantels, cladding walls and
engineering units, it evokes a sense
of authenticity of the past and the
Meccan identity associated with
handicrafts.
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Matte gray marble:

Marble units are used in the facade
floors in the entrances and internal
central courtyards , and expresses
continuity, dignity, and luxury.




A color palette consistent with Umm Al-Qura University's visual
identity was used for the design of the University’s Cultural Fagade. A range of

components was employed as follows:
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Geometric patterns:
Used in building facades.
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Cooled clear glass:

Used to encapsulate, preserve,
and aesthetically display the
exhibits, allowing for clear
visibility.
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Velvet fabric:

It is used as a background and
lining for the display units,
symbolizing luxury and antiquity.
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Color palette for the cultural front design:
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Black color

A dark color, used to paint
ceilings to give total focus
on the display units
without any external
distractions.

70%

#585651
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Dark gray:

A deep silhouette color,
used as a delimiter and
background for frames
and modules,
symbolizing depth and
hidden modules.
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Gold color:

A detailed color used in
some exhibits and on the
entrance door, to
highlight the defining
moments and symbolize
luxury and tradition.
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Matte Gray

A balanced color that
connects warm and cold
tones and adds visual
tranquility and a sense of
peace and contentment. It
is used for some of the
backgrounds in the
exhibition pavilions.
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Sandy beige:

A warm and neutral
color inspired by the
nature of Makkabh, it
gives a sense of stability,
belonging and authentic
identity. It is used in the
external front facade of
the building.
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Ivory White:

A pure and calm color
that reflects intellectual
purity and new
beginnings. It is used on
the spaces in most of the
building's interior.
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Cultural Facade Exhibitions
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The core of Higher Education Exhibition:

The pavilion presents the sequence of the emergence of Umm Al-Qura
University with the beginning of the establishment of the first college in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the College of Sharia in the era of the late King Abdulaziz Al Saud in
1369 AH - 1948 AD, and the developments that followed in the emergence of
colleges, deanships and institutes of the university and their names, and concludes
with the aspirations of the university and its future vision in the light of the ambitious

Saudi Vision 2030.
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Manuscripts Exhibition:

The pavilion displays the university's holdings of archaeological
carvings and historical evidence, which exceeds 30 pieces, as well as
manuscripts of paper and leather newspapers with more than 3000 pieces
that have been preserved and digitized to facilitate the use of them for

visitors and beneficiaries.
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Coins and Weapons Exhibition '
1l
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The pavilion displays the university's holdings of coins, guns and

weapons, as well as a model of the first coin minted in Islam di the

reign of Abdul Malik ibn Marwan and a collection of existing coins from

the Umayyad, Abbasid, Mamluk, Fatimid, Ottoman and other eras.
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Makkah History Exhibition:

The pavilion showcases the visual history of Makkah through a rare

display of drawings and photographs that document the features of

Makkah and the Grand Mosque through the historical sequence with the

aim of enhancing local and global awareness of Makkah's exceptional

status as the Qibla of the world and a spiritual and cultural center that has

its own memory among Muslims.
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The pavilion displays a model of the most prominent
historical and popular markets of Makkah and includes 20 craft
professions in which the residents of Makkah were engaged,
and the pavilion reviews the most prominent cultural

information related to the historical markets.
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Makkah Riwaq Exhibition:

A traditional architectural model reflecting the urban heritage of Makkah,
made of stone, clay and wood, with flat roofs and wooden louvers that
provide ventilation, privacy and beauty.

Its design reflects the social and cultural lifestyle of the past and is
considered part of the cultural identity of the region. It also displays artefacts

representing aspects of daily life in ancient Mecca.
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Makkah Environment Exhibition:

The pavilion showcases the culture of the

environment and the geographical nature of Makkah,

as well as its famous fauna and flora.
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Cultural Front Studio:

A dedicated space for taking souvenir photos,
recording TV interviews, and taking visitors' impressions
with a backdrop that reflects the story of the facade and its

historical heritage.
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The Cultural Hall :

Where heritage meets creativity in a unique experience at
a theater that embodies the spirit of Saudi identity, combining
the beauty of traditional design with the latest display
technologies. Featuring a large screen and comfortable seating, it
offers the perfect atmosphere for meetings, discussions, and
panel sessions. Designed for international days, national

occasions, cultural events, and competitions.
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The entrance of the cultural front:

Designed as a life-size replica of the Kaaba door covered with the original
Kaaba curtain with the inscription "This curtain was made in Makkah and gifted

to the Kaaba by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud in 1432 AH."
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Cultural Council:

It reflects the spirit of authenticity and the depth of
history, and is connected to a cultural library of the most
important works of Umm Al-Qura University and Makkah scholars

in the sciences of history, geography, culture and others.
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To Visit the Cultural Facade: : axdladll asslell 3L
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Visit to the Cultural Facade Visit to the Cultural Facade
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