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Impact of Form and Design Developments on Changing The
Style of Residential Buildings Facade.
(Barka City in Sultanate of Oman as A case Study)

Abstract:

Facades give the first impression for the architectural, urban and cultural environment of the
local community, and reflect the integrated optical vision of the city, Barka city is
experiencing rapid growth in the urban, economical, legislative and social aspects. These
factors affected its design and form styles of residential building facades negatively as well
as positively including architectural elements and vocabularies. That makes people and
designers have the problem of determining the style for the residential facades. The
argument was the preservation of the traditional and the local style, or combining it with the
contemporary, imported, and modern technologies.

To discuss that, a theoretical and historical framework for residential facades in Barka has
been configured in order to monitor the developments and changes in the facades as a result
of the influence of different factors in the city, then to conduct a study of the examples and
cases, according to the analytical design methodology and evaluation depending on the
theoretical database, and then compare them to recognize the characteristics of each style
seperately, to take advantage of the positive points and avoid the negative points.

In conclusion, the aim is to reach to standards and codes that will be the basis for building a
practical and theoritical view, making a platform for the production of a clear identity for
residential facades in the city, that is able to adapt and adjust to the new elements and factors,
thus launching from the local heritage and present reality, and drawing a distinctive aesthetic
image that contributes to the urban grwoth of Barka.

Keywords: Styles, Formation, Residential Facades, Barka.
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Capability of Urbanism tools to Accommodate Housing Programs
Case study: Land-Use Planning D1 of Municipality of

Bir El Ater
Abstract:

The research examines the analysis of the capacity of urbanism tools to
accommodate housing programs, and aims to find the necessary compatibility
between urbanism tools and development programs as a means of
implementation. The city of Bir El Ater represents a case for this study. The
research was conducted in two stages, the first with an analytical approach to
extrapolating the theoretical elements of the subject. The second was conducted
according to the approach of the field work to analyse the areas of the study
sample and to identify the problem in the field.

The study concluded that there is a discrepancy between what is approved by
the urbanism tools and what is included in the housing programs. The case
study shows that the completed programs are not compatible with the directions
of the land occupancy plan, which requires strengthening the actors at the local
level to achieve harmony between planning and implementation according to
mechanisms and work methodology.

Keywords: planning, urbanism, housing, actors, Bir El Ater.
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The Challenge of Gravity in the Architecture of Zaha Hadid

Wijdan Deyaa Abdul Jalil

Department of Architectural Engineering
University of Technology

Abstract:

As a basic natural law, gravity tries to draw everything tangible to the Earth’s surface
to its center. Stiffness of structure against the force of gravity represents one of the
Important basics in architecture for its durability. This reflects on choosing the
suitable materials and structures through architectural achievements in history. The
traditional materials and structures (which are used in architecture of pre 20th
century) affect the aesthetical elements in architectural form like: solidity, stability,
balance, etc. through the weight of the building. That has been changed in modern
architecture through using new materials and structures related to technology
available at that time to produce architectural forms that seem to be challenging
gravity with lightness and transparency. Architecture ensures its ability to get the
benefit of advances made by technology through history to produce innovative and
creative architecture. This is clear for contemporary architecture which employs the
advances in technology without fear of falling by gravity. The research aims to
"explore formal transformations of challenging gravity in the architecture of Zaha
Hadid and the aesthetic values associated with". It concludes that it has new
aesthetical values and seems to be challenging gravity in a different way from the
architecture of pre 21% Century. Some of these could be described as flying,
defragmenting, deconstructing, flowing, deforming, compacting, dynamic, revolving
and breaking order.
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@ University of Baghdad, Iraq
@ Sur University College Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

The archaeological and cultural sites of a country are considered to be main
attraction spots of the cultural tourism that meet spiritual and cultural needs in
human beings, that support the mutual understanding between people, and
stimulate more interest in the urban built heritage, (seen as a source of pride)
which represents both a spiritual side such as values, ethics, traditions, arts and
science on one hand, and a physical side including architecture, arts and
handcrafts, on the other hand.

According to the World Charter for the cultural tourism, cultural tourism is
“that form of tourism that aims to explore the historical sites and to affect them
positively by maintaining and preserving them for tourism purposes
represented by having personal enjoyment and searching for the past remains”.

Irag is not only rich with its mineral resources, but also with its various
touristic resources, Iraq’s cultural heritage is considered to be of the biggest
motives of both domestic and foreign tourism. This highlights the urgent need
to plan for maintaining its cultural properties in general, and its urban built
heritage in specific, in order to preserve them and to redisplay them for tourists
again in a way that upgrades its historical and cultural significance.

The research focuses on the Iragi decision makers' lack of vision about the
multi-dimensional role that the cultural tourism plays in the archaeological
sites. This resulted in the neglect of those sites and the lack of planning to
protect them from destruction which hinders the tourism movement in Irag.
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The research aims to clarify the importance of the cultural tourism in the
rehabilitation of the architectural heritage sites in Irag, and at diagnosing the
major challenges they’re focusing in the meanwhile. The research then offers
some recommendations that can be accessible to the concerned authorities and
urban built planners to provide the required plans compatible with the reality
and potentials of Iraq.

The research recommends the need to establish a higher national council for
monuments in Iraq, the first task of which is to get thousands of historical
pieces back from all around the world. It also suggests developing efficient
plans to complete the archaeological maintenance process; providing touristic
and cultural services, roads network and public transport; in addition to
cooperating with international organizations in this field.

Keywords: Cultural tourism, Urban heritage, Sustainability, Preservation.
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ABSTRACT

Most countries in the world consider the regional axes as a tool for regional planning and an
important concept of spatial development; They are not only transport axes but also axes of
balanced urban development, taking advantage of their development potentials (resources)
at both sides to generate new growth areas to promote regional and national development.
Recently, a number of regional axes projects have emerged in Syria. The problem of these
projects is considering the regional axes only as transport means to transport people and
goods; The axes are developed within the concept of the transport axis, neglecting the vital
potential opportunities in the agricultural, environment, tourism and mining aspects on both
sides of the axis and, therefore, does not benefit from achieving balanced urban
development. Based on this problem, the aim of the research is to consider the regional roads
not as service, but rather as the axes of the urban development which take advantage of
generating new growth areas through a comparative and analytic study of the experiences
of the leading countries in this field. Urban development of the regional axes not only
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includes transport plans, but there are also other plans and forms of development. Each of
them is linked to a period of development of the transport axis. The urban development of
the axis is linked to the existence of development resources on both sides.

Keywords: Development Corridor, Development Axes, Linear Development.
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